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ABSTRACT 

The prodigious developments of Alberta's early 
history resulted in the province's passage from an iso- 
lated hinterland to a sophisticated state, This transi- 
tion occurred over the relatively short span of sixty 
years; consequently, change and innovation were at times 
abrupt and disconcerting, In the area of education, signi- 
ficant stages of development were evident throughout tne 
period, A most notable event in the evolution of educa- 
tional practice related to the integration of teacher 
education, In 1945, the newly established Faculty of 
Education assumed the responsibility for the preparation 
of all teachers in the province, This experiment was 
unigue in Canada, thus projecting the Faculty of Education 
into a leadership role in teacher preparation, 

The name of M,E, LaZerte is synonymous with develop- 
ments in professional teacher preparation at the University. 
He, above all others, stands accountable for the University's 
efforts to provide an alternative to Normal School prepara- 
tion, He served the University over a period of twenty 
years as Director of the School of Education, Principal 
of the College of Education and Dean of the Faculty of 
Education, 

Initial efforts to incorporate teacher education 
within the University resulted in an extensive period of 
negotiation, rejection and indecision, Dr, Tory's first 


request, in 1911, received open rejection and over the 
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period from 1911 to 1928, direct appeals to the Provin- 
cial Government from the University, the Alberta Teachers' 
Alliance and concerned educators met unfavourable response, 
A milestone in Alberta's teacher education was 
reached with the decision of the University to establish 
a School of Education in 1928, The School, designed for 
university graduates, became a College of Education in 
1940, Thereafter students began teacher education in their 
undergraduate years, thus eliminating the degree require- 
ment for enrolment in their programme, 
The war years, 1939-1945, saw startling changes, 
The College of Education gave way to the first Faculty of 
Education in Canada in 1942, Such status had been a recom- 
mendation of the University Survey Committee, commissioned 
to investigate the operations of the University in 1941, 
This committee also recommended the integration of all 
teacher preparation under the Faculty of Education, The 
application of this proposal was a masterpiece in plan- 
ning, and in 1945 integration was successfully completed, 
LaZerte's contributions to teacher education ex- 
tend beyond his role as chief administrator (1928-1949) 
to his role as theorist in teacher education programmes, 
The course of study he designed was Seiishke based on 
psychological and philosophical principles with emphasis 
on scientific research in education, Today the results 


of his work are evident all across Canada, 
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This thesis traces the career of M.,E, LaZerte 
during his tenure in Alberta, shows the kinds of re- 
forms which were effected in teacher preparation and 
describes the fight which he and others waged to provide 


professional teacher preparation in this province, 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 

The history of teacher education in Alberta is a 
kaleidoscope of events and personalities, Alberta, a 
virgin area, a province of opportunity and expansion, was 
the antithesis of the want, oppression and stagnation from 
which many of its immigrants had fled. In this setting, 
the struggle for advancement gave rise to determined 
architects and builders of education, Upon the foundations 
prepared by these visionary and dedicated leaders, the 
structure of education in the province has evolved, Today, 
the phenomenal growth in quality and opportunity in educa- 
tion is a fitting illustration of the efforts of the pioneer- 
ing individuals of this province, 

In the area of teacher education there are numerous 
individuals who dedicated their lives to the goal of pro- 
viding the best education possible, In the history of 
Alberta!s) Faculty of Education, the name of M,E, Lazerte, 
its first Dean, must tower over events and people.,l The 
Faculty became the foremost teacher education institution 
in Canada,2 developing over the years from an insignifi- 
cant appendage of the Faculty of Arts and Science into its 
present role as a leader of educational research and tea- 
cher education, LaZerte spent twenty-one years as chief 
administrator of teacher education at the University and 


as a result left a deep mark on the direction of teacher 
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education in this province, Although his administrative 
decisions at the University were regarded as the blue- 
prints for teacher education, his personal involvement 
with prospective teachers has had an immeasurable influ- 
ence on the course of education in the province, Indeed, 
LaZerte has spend sixty years of his life directly asso- 
Ciated with education, 3 The years he contributed as 
principal and inspector of schools and lecturer at the 
University plus his frequent appearances as speaker at 
conventions, on radio and in written articles brought 
him into close contact with the members of the teaching 
profession, The depth of his concern for teachers soli- 
dified his stance as an advocate of teachers' rights and 
status and his close association with the teachers' strug- 
gle for professional recognition, He was approached by 
the Department of Education officials to relinquish his 
ties with the teachers' association and to join the front 
of the school trustees, However, he refused to abandon 
the cause of teachers, who were "his people", 4 
The most significant event in the history of tea- 
cher education in Alberta occurred with the integration 
scheme of 1945, All teacher education thereafter was 
provided by the University Faculty of Education, The 
long period of growth leading to this event was character- 
ized by the postponement of the inevitable - a Faculty of 
Education, The main participants in education were unable, 


for a variety of reasons, to accept the proposal of a 
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Faculty of Education, The Department of Education, by 
virtue of its relationship with the elected Government, 
was unchallenged in its control of education and was 
unwilling to immediately accept any provisions which would 
detract from or diminish this position of power, The 
Normal Schools of the province had by tradition supplied 
the candidates for the teaching profession and were also 
reluctant at that time to submerge self-interests for the 
betterment of education, The University of Alberta was 
not enthusiastic about the prospect of having teachers 
"trained" on campus where scholarly work was being pur- 
sued in the fields of pure arts and science, Thus the 
persistent pressure of the Alberta Teachers' Alliance 
(Association after 1935) and the often unpopular appeals of 
Lazerte in the Faculty of Arts and Science, were responsi- 


ble for the first education for teachers at the University. 


Statement of the Problem 
Teacher education in the University of Alberta 

resulted in a dramatic change in attitudes and opinions 
related to the role of. educators in this province, Tea- 
chers, who had been viewed as mediocre servants suscep- 
tible to the whims of employers and misinformed politi- 
cians, were transformed by the results of a university 
education into educational specialists with professional 


status, There is a need to explore the degree to which 
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LaZerte was responsible for this change, The central 
issues of this thesis will be focused on the following 
four questions: 

(1) To what extent was LaZerte responsible for the 
development of teacher education at the University of 
Alberta? 

(2) What were the significant events which occurred 

in Alberta which ultimately led to the integration of 
teacher education at the University of Alberta? 

(3) How was teacher education in Alberta carried out 
under the division of responsibility as executed by the 
Department of Education (Normal Schools) and the Scnool 
and College and Faculty of Education at the University? 
(4) What were the circumstances of LaZerte's career 
which thrust him into the prominent role as proponent 


and architect of teacher education at the University? 


Delimitations of the Study 

The span of LaZerte's educational career makes Lt 
imperative to restrict this thesis to his involvement with 
teacher education, A description of his early life will 
be provided to establish the basis for the transition 
which took place when he embarked on his work at the Uni- 
versity, Other than brief comments, no attempts will be 
made to investigate his involvement with other educational 


organizations, namely, the Alberta Teachers' Association, 





eit 10% oldiencgrex efaeisa asw dnedxe dénwroT (£) - 
to ystaxsvent ati 36 noitssubs yzeioses to sapmgoleveb 


% 

betmun9;0 doinw atnave jnsoltiophe ef erew 25, 4s) . 7 
to nofttsxpstal ods oF hel ylevemksiu rhe rive BouedlA ot | 7 

SEdIedLA To yitarevinU sft gs soigsodbe sedeset =~ a) 

juo Bsixisp stxedia ni fotdsoubs tices: 2aw,woH {£) 7 


edd yd beduoexe a6 ysilidbenodesx Ro nokiivkb ott tebpe 
Boorse edij bas (aloadts& Lemrov) sokisacba’ 20 ‘dooms raged 
fysietovinl eft +6 nolisouba to ystwosa ‘bas spel Lod “bas 
westso 2'esizsSsirl to esonstamuoris ond re tow. (a) 
tnenogerq 25 ela snsnimouq off cont mic tewuis Ho idw ae 
tvttezevint eds ts nobsisaubs iodonss 95 dousbite xe bas 





3 sexsm x99 Isnolis>ubs a'edzated to ogee oct < ) - 

dtiw Shemeviovat ein oF sieedd) aind Joiusaes od evigeregme 
ffiw etii ylise eid to. fokigireeb A Mok ssouBe xedoses 

fe i Sm giagiad eds 20% Bhat ddhpencacnmhscaenatasn sii 


7 


+ bs mine ap sie — — , ze are ahi ee ee Cp ier a 
: pepe LPNs as 


> - 74 









Canadian Teachers! Federation, Canadian Educational As- 
sociation, Canadian School Trustees' Association, Cana- 
dian College of Teachers, Educational Society of Edmon- 
ton or the Canadian Council of Educational Research or 
his work as Dean of Manitoba's Faculty of Education, 
representative at UNESCO, commissioner in Prince Edward 
Island, or member of the Edmonton Public School Board and 


City Alderman, 


Need for the Study 
Dr. H.T, Coutts and Dr, B,E, Walker compiled a 
short book on the work of G, Fred McNally, entitled 
G, Fred.> On receiving a copy of this book, G,L, Berry 
wrote to Coutts and Walker on December 21, 1964, comment-— 
ing on the writing of this book, He stated: 
Much more of this sort of educational history 
should be done, There are others who should be 
"captured" while they are still with us, some 
like M,E, LaZerte, for his contribution to edu- 
cation; and others, like H,C, Sweet, for his 
wealth of anecdote and human touch that he 
brought ato teaching, © 
Although a momentous work has been completed by 
George Mann’ on the history of the Normal Schools and 
books have been written by J, Macdonald® and L.G, Thomas? 
on the history of the University, a study is warranted 
on the development of the Faculty of Education, This 


writer has chosen to combine the personal contributions 


of LaZerte with the history of teacher education at the 
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University of Alberta, The thesis is a natural exten- 
sion of the earlier studies completed on educators in 
the province by LeRoy Wilson, 19° Patricia Oviatt it 
Barrie Oviatt, 12 and Marion Ruth Walker ,13 

This study is justified, firstly because the Faculty 
of Education has become the foremost educational institu- 
tion of its kind in Canada, providing educational leaders 
in all fields of educational endeavor, 

Secondly, the visionary and dynamic LaZerte 
agitated for change which not only resulted in improve- 
ments for the teaching profession but indirectly re- 
sulted in improvements in the quality of life for all of 


Alberta's citizens, 


Review of Related Literature 

As well as the aforementioned studies of the his- 
tory of the University of Alberta completed by Macdonald 
and Thomas, an informative history of the University was 
written by President Newton, 14 Macdonald summarizes 
the early years of the University, Thomas tells the story 
of the University during the war of 1939-1945, and Newton 
reiterates the major events which occurred at the Univer- 
sity from 1906 to 1964, | 

Although there are a few studies completed on the 
history of the University, a number of works deal with 


education in Alberta, J,W, Chalmers has provided extensive 


~ c 





-7otxs Isis 6 al einqrtd ‘oat 
nk emtsovbs ac bejefigmos eolbites sa ssusieh 
ILyasivo stotxtsa Ol noetsw yored yd sanbveng end . 

Ef sestew doud aotveM bas St J36t00 stsase 











Ytivnos’t ef3 sevspsd yldertz talib’ ei youte 2th 9 ; 7 
«sutisgeni [srnoitsoube Jeomse102 ott? ‘smooed ese nottenebe te a 
etebssl Isnolssnubs patbivesg .shsnbD ni belt ef Bo meee = ae 


,zoveeine Isnottssubs to, abtete ris nk Fay! 7 

ssjieSsd oimenyb bis yxenorery sng yibdose2: a : ay c 
~evotgmi of hoiluesxr yino gon Hobie apnesic 40 bonds iss 
men yistberibat sud ho kebahnie patross ond xo? aon 7 | r 
to Ils 10% stil to ysiisup edd ak “ew a weton . . 





7 
-#tH eiff to 2ektbuve ‘henotsnemexots ‘odd as iisw aA | af . a 
bisnobost yd betalqnos s3rsaLA to yitersvisw sid to yied ; - 


ssw viterevin ord to eI svitemtotat RE . 2snod® ns 7 
een i tan e brenoboans bf _acsven jnebtesa1a yd ned. —— oy 

(so2e-ett elles’ eanonT cystexevEnT! odd RO axBey! exes get 

hotwell Bas <toemsecet a0 With ibaa rev ‘to. 
eae ts ay De st : 








ae ee 


= 


and priceless histories of the teachers and schools of the 
province in his books, Teachers of the Foothills Provincel9 
and Schools of the Foothills Province, 16 The latter is 
dedicated to LaZerte, illustrating the recognition of 

his contributions by the A,T,A,, which sponsored this 
project, W.,D, McDougalll7 completed a project for the 
Educational Society of Edmonton wherein he narrates its. 
activities, He also wrote an account of his own school 
experiences entitled, "In and Out of the Classroom, 1914- 
1964" ,18 which sheds light on the teaching circumstances 
OpsLpenrirstehalt of thiss century. 

The book, G, Fred, provides an informative account 
of McNally's experiences and proved to be useful in analyz- 
ing the climate of society during LaZerte's tenure, 

The study of Alberta's Normal Schools by G, Mannl9 
provides an excellent account of the activities in these 
institutions which dominated the early education of tea- 
chers in Alberta, The studies by Wilson,20 P, Oviatt,2l 
B, Oviatt, 22 Walker ,73 Patterson, 24 Goresky,2°> and Lupul]26 
give important insights into the personalities and educa- 
tional programmes in Alberta's history, 

Alberta's history was influenced by local and inter- 
national situations which also affected the course of in- 
Apeceeneel ays in the province, There were three political 
regimes in power during LaZerte's Alberta career, namely, 


Uiberal SoU. PLAS wand social Credit, Thomas ,  / Irvine, 7® 
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and Irving, 292 analyze the political philosophies as- 
sociated with these political parties - philosophies 
which expound differing priorities within society and in 
connection with education, 

While several of these studies have touched on the 
central issues of change in teacher education in the pro- 
vince, none haS concentrated on the rise of teacher edu- 
ucatvon ae ithe University of Alberta, Thus 12t is the ob- 
jective, Of thie thesis to explore in detsil the events 
which led to the establishment of the Faculty of Educa- 


tion under the leadership of M,E, LaZerte, 


Content Organization 


Chapter II deals with LaZerte's early life, giving 
an outline of his education and the circumstances which 
ultimately led to his career in education in Alberta. 

It examines his promotions from teacher to principal 
and finally inspector, and analyzes the events which led 
to his resignation from the Department of Education, 

Chapter III examines the background events which 
led to the establishment of the School of Education at 
the University of Alberta, A akira deaths is provided of 
the various overtures to the Government requesting a 
Faculty of Education and the respective responses of the 
Government to these requests, 

Chapter EV is contefned with Lazerte'’s initial 


years in the University, the personal efforts he extended 
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to expand his education, and the formation of the 
School of Education, An account is provided of the 
problems and organization of the School of Education 
which were the responsibilities of the Director, M,E, 
LaZerte, 

Chapter V discusses the changes which occurred in 
the structure of the School of Education as it was re- 
placed by the new College of Education with its associ- 
ated independence and optimistic future, The College of 
Education met the same fate as the old School of Educa- 
tion following a very short period and gave rise to the 
long-sought-after Faculty of Education, 

Chapter VI is a treatment of the political nego- 
tiations initiated by the University Survey Committee to 
have a Faculty of Education established. The chapter 
deals with the changes brought about by this new status, 
and explains the influences of the war on the training 
of teachers at the University. 

Chapter VII examines the Faculty of Education as 
the sole teacher educating institution in the province, 
It deals with the problems related to consolidation of 
teacher training, the relationship between the U, of A, 
and the Calgary branch of the Faculty of eaudhecen and 
the problems relating to educating teachers in the midst 
of acute teacher shortage, LaZerte's retirement is 


examined in light of the developments which had occurred 
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in teacher education up to the year 1950, 

Chapter VIII is a summary of the contributions 
made by LaZerte to teacher education in this province, 
It strives to isolate the major events in the evolution 
of teacher education and to depict the areas where the 


mark of Lazerte has been stamped on education, 


Source Material 

The major sources of information for this thesis 
were the University of Alberta records available at the 
University of Alberta Archives. The most important of 
these were the files of the Presidents' Papers. Presi- 
dents Tory, Wallace, Kerr and Newton all retained papers 
related to education and related directly to LaZerte's 
activities. Realizing the possible incompleteness of 
these files, supplementary data were collected from the 
Minutes of the Faculty of Education, the Board of Gover~ 
nors' Reports, The University Senate Minutes, the U. ehkoa te 
Calendars, U. of A. yearbooks, newspapers, periodicals, 
namely The A.T.A. Magazine and the Alberta School Trustees 
Magazine, and interviews with associated educators. These 
sources were necessary to clarify the multitude of events 
in which LaZerte was involved as the head of teacher edu- 


cation in the University. 
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CHAPTER I 
FOOTNOTES 
u The A,T,A, Magazine, Editorial entitled, "Canada's 
Bese, May, 19567 pla: 
2 tid, 
G 


Lazerte completed his teacher training in 1910, 

and then proceeded to occupy a host of positions related 

to the educational field, 

Positions Held 

1910-13 Elementary and Secondary teacher, Principal. 

1913-24 Inspector of Schools, 

(924-50 Faculty universrey or Alberta. 

1928-40 Director, School of Education, 

1940-42 Principal, College of Education, 

1942-50 Dean, Faculty of Education, 

1952-55 Research Director, Canadian School Trustees' Assoc- 
iation, 

1956-59 Dean, Faculty of Education, University of Manitoba, 

1959-60 Commissioner of School Finance Study, Prince Edward 
Island, 

1939-50 Chairman, Canadian Council of Educational Research, 

1960-62 Alderman, City of Edmonton, 

1962-71 Member of the Edmonton Public School Board, 

1963-66 Chairman, Edmonton Public School Board, 

1937-39 President, Alberta Teachers' Association, 

1938-39 President, Canadian Teachers! Federation, 

1948-49 President, Canadian Education Association, 

1950 Canada's representative at UNESCO, 

1963 Received an Honorary L.LD, University of Alberta, 





Taken from the official publication of the Edmonton Public 
School Board at the opening of M,E, LaZerte Composite High 
School, November, 1970, 

4 


bop 1972, 


Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 


: H.T,.Coutts and B.E.,Walker, G,Fred, Don Mills: 
J.M,Dent, 1964, 


Correspondence relating to the writing of G Fred, 


Folio-4-69-14, University of Alberta Archives, Letter COs os 
Coutts and B.E.,Walker from G,L,Berry, December 21, 1964, 


t George Mann, “Alberta's Normal Schools," Unpublish- 
6d M Fd, thesis, University of Alberta, 1961. 
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CHAP TERY LL 


LAZERTE'S EARLY EDUCATIONAL CAREER 


Milton Ezra LaZerte, gentleman, scholar, teacher 
and master of the greatest art, The extent to 
which he has affected the quality of the day for 
countless persons during a lifetime devoted to 
education and public service can never be mea- 
sured, We in Alberta are most fortunate and 
grateful that he chose to sojourn among ust 


The above eulogy aptly summarizes the stature of one 
of Canada's leading educators, Dr. M,E, LaZerte, eran 
his distinguished career in public service for this country, 
has received numerous tributes for his tireless and unsel- 
fish contributions, The honours have been showered upon 
him by associates and acquaintances who are fully cognizant 
of his devotion to the development of higher quality educa- 
tion in the Province of Alberta, The extent of his achieve- 
ments will be in part recognized by the development of this 
thesis, It is beyond the scope of this study to deal with 
all aspects of his life and work which warrants recogni- 
tion; however, a study of his major contributions and that 
of his contribution to teacher training and development in 
this province will be undertaken, 

It is the purpose of this chapter to examine the 
influences of LaZerte's early life in order to determine 
the sequence of events which ultimately led to his career 
in teacher preparation in the Province of Alberta, The 
Chapter will focus on his early education; his work as a 
school inspector; his experiences in graduate study and the 


circumstances of his entrance into education at the University 
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of Alberta 

LaZerte's career in teacher education had its roots 
in his early years,” He was born on June 13, 1885, at 
Dixons, COrnerse(near Iroquois), Ontario, the son of James 
Thomas and Mary Jane (nee Thompson) LaZerte,2 He attended 
pPublve school in Ontario during the period of our country's 
early development, a period when public attitude clearly 
dictated a short educational career for most boys and girls, 
The completion of grade eleven generally meant ene end of 
formal school; most young people left earlier, Many Grade 
XI students found themselves in the Ontario Normal eanoote 
preparing for a teaching career, 3 LaZerte, however, com- 
pleted Grade XII and then enrolled in the University of 
Toronto,4 

Previously, he had acquired some lasting impressions 
of the teaching profession as it was then constituted, He 
' concluded that teachers graduated by the Ontario Normal 
Schools were not adequately prepared and could not warrant 
the recognition or status of professionals, He considered 
teaching but hesitated to become identified with the inade- 
quately prepared teachers so prevalent at that time,° 

A situation where he could put his teaching ambitions 
to a test occurred following his first term at the Univer- 
sity of Toronto when he was hired to teach at the school 
he had left only ten months before, The regular teacher 
had become ill and LaZerte assumed control for the remaining 


two months of the term,6 There were fifty-five pupils in 
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Grades "onerto nine in this one’ room school, “including three 
Of TLS “Own brothers and sisters,/ 

Following this experience, Dr, LaZerte returned to 
the University of Toronto and received a B,A, degree in 
1909 in honours mathematics and physics,8 Upon graduating, 
he tried his hand in the business world, For the seven 
months between May 1909 and January 1910, LaZerte worked 
at the task of learning the administrative Pea ods ep PUTERSS 
of a manager of a woollen factory,? This experience in 
business was only a brief interruption in his continuing 
interest in education, His concern for education from that 


point onward became the dominant force of his life,10 


LaZerte's Teaching Career 
Reaching Alberta in January, 1910, young LaZzerte en- 
rolled at the Calgary Normal School and graduated four months 


later 11 


This short term provided no additional training 

in the fields of mathematics and physics which he was hoping 

to teach, One of the two students who had a University 

degree, he possessed an enviable background in these sub- 

jects, The Principal of the Calgary Normal School, Dr. 

Coffin, however, was a specialist in English and Psychology 

and emphasized the methodology of teaching English in schools,12 
Lazerte related that his early immersion in mathematics and 
physics was disregarded, 


Following his training at the Calgary Normal School, 


he was hired by the school board at Hardisty, Alberta,13 
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The acceptance of this job created some rather interesting 
circumstances, as Dr, LaZerte relates; 
I lived in a dingy room over a restaurant, I ate 
my meals at the restaurant and they were terrible, 
I didn't complain about the meals, I managed 
Pir OuC MeL atealL lari git.) bULel couldn't stand the 
sleeping quarters, They were something else, I 
told the school board that I had never seen any- 
thing like that before in my life and that I had 
EOENOVGeEEENey SalgelO cite Still forra day or two 
and they'd do some thinking, They came up and said 
they would furnish the back room of the firehall for 
me, But I had to be the chief of one fire engine 
and the neighbour across the street would be the 
Chien ot thegother That ts what was worked sout 
and that's where I> lived for the rest of the year ,14 
LaZerte continued his teaching career as principal 
at Medicine Hat, Alberta,195 During this period, the neo- 
phyte administrator became involved in the preparation of 
provincial examinations, The school inspector, Mr, Brown, 
had observed LaZerte at work in his mathematics classroom, 
and being favourably impressed he notified the Department 
of Education that LaZerte should be considered for this 
assignment, 16 
LaZerte related that the time spent in teaching at 
Medicine Hat was very gratifying and that student accom- 
plishment in his classes was very rewarding.17 This sen- 
timent was also expressed by J.,W, Brown, the inspector who 
submitted the following report to the Department of Education: 
The new Alexandra High School in Medicine Hat is 
one of the finest in the province, Twenty-seven 


teachers are employed, being an average increase 
of two per year during the past nine years,18 
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Lagerteis Carecernmas cochool Dinspector 
In the fall of 1913, LaZerte's career took an abrupt 


turn when his services were requested by the Department of 
Education, He related that he had no intentions whatever 
of leaving teaching and certainly had never considered the 
prospect of becoming a school inspector.,19 His first ap- 
pointment as inspector came as a surprise to him, The in- 
spector at Medicine Hat was contacted by the Department of 
Education and he in turn approached LaZerte, expecting an 
almost immediate response, In the next few hours, LaZerte 
pondered the request and then accepted the position, not 
knowing what the job was even about,29 He stated that the 
recommendation for his appointment originated with Brown 
as a result of his success in the classroom and the obvious 
21 
enthusiasm of his students, lLaZerte explains his introduc- 
tion to his job as follows: 
I was appointed Inspector of Schools on December 1, 
1913, I came to Edmonton and wandered around, visit- 
ing schools with Jimmy Fife, I returned to Medicine 
Hat for the Christmas holidays to pack my stuff and 
get ready and on Christmas Day I got a wire from 
the Department of Education instructing me to be in 
Calgary the next morning at 8:00 at the Yale Hotel 
to meet Alf Fiddler, He was going out as the official 
Reeve of the Village of Carbon and I was going as 
the Official Trustee of the Village, In my first 
job as Official Trustee in the Village of Carbon, I 
knew nothing, I didn't even know what an inspector 
was, I didn't know what an Official Trustee was, 
I didn't know anything about how many books or how 
many libraries the Village of Carbon had but I had 
a good tutor in Alf Fiddler and I lived through it 
and that was my first job,22 (as inspector) 


As the inspector in Bassano, an Inspectorate which 


was organized toward the end of 1913, Dr, LaZerte began nine 
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years of service for the Department of Education, 23 The 
Inspectorate covered a vast area, there being no schools 
within a twenty mile radius of the Town of Bassano, 24 

For the first year he conducted his inspection transported 
by horse and buggy but in the following year he enjoyed 


the advantages of an automobile, 2° 


It is indeed easy to 
understand how an automobile could be an asset in an in- 
spectorate which had an area of 8,000 square miles; how- 
ever, at that time road conditions often made a horse and 
buggy much more reliable, LaZerte stated that the standard 
survival kit of a car-driving inspector consisted of a spade, 
block and tackle, rubber boots, hammer and nails and a sturdy 
stake, When the car became entrenched in one of the numer- 
ous mud holes, the only method of freeing the car was to 
drive a stake into the ground, attach the block and tackle 
and slowly winch the car out, In certain areas this situ- 
ation could be faced as frequently as three times in one day,26 
G.F, McNally has suitably expressed the frustrations 
and rewards of a school inspector during those years: 
Inspection in those days was a hard life, but to the 
dedicated man the opportunity to kindle the spark 
of ambition in some pupils, to encourage and build 
the morale of the teachers, and to spread the gospel 
of sacrifice for their children to parents was be- 
yond price, I regard my four years of inspection 
service as among the most rewarding of my life - 
an experience I would not willingly have missed,/ 
LaZerte was thus involved in the seemingly impossible 


task of improving education in rural schools, He relates 


that the greatest criticism of the rural school situation 
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was that of the general inefficiency and lack of definite- 
ness and standards, He often faced apathy towards the im- 
provement of the school and could do very eriehe VapOure., , 
In such circumstances he would recommend, with tongue in 
cheek, that the local school board furnish a plaque for 
prominent display in the school where the grade achieve- 
ments of all students could be displayed, It was thought 
that such public knowledge would become an embarrassment 
and possibly a motivating force for parents to see that 
their children received a more complete education, 28 The 
annual reports from school inspectors were usually as posi- 
tive as possible; however, LaZerte was known as an inspector 
who called a spade a spade, He wanted to get on with the 
job of rectifying whatever educational problems existed and 
was not interested in painting false pictures, In his annual 
report of 1916, LaZerte states: 

There are too many cases where the little mound of 

earth serves to mark the grave of the seed or of 

the early departed plant,29 

The schools at this time were staffed by a vast num- 
ber of permit holders and in many cases teaching che igheke 
take place during the winter months,30 The inspectors, how- 
ever, were not idle at this time, Their attention was turned 
toward provincial educational policy which was encouraging 
consolidation of the small school districts, J.,W, Chalmers 
explains this phenomenon as follows: 

In 1915 and 1916 the school consolidation movement 


swept across Alberta like a prairie fire with 10 to 
15 new districts formed every year until 1919, Then 
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the movement faltered: four only in 1920, two in 

1921, one the following year and not until 1931 

was there another which died at the tender age 

of two, 31 

LaZerte related that the school consolidation move- 
ment was a contentious issue in many areas, In areas where 
farmers were organized and had the ability and experience 
to question and debate the issue, there was considerable 
trouble in passing the consolidation issue, In other areas 
it passed without conflict, 32 

LaZerte used many techniques throughout his term as 
a school inspector, always with the objective of improving 
the instruction and achievements of the students, He often 
made arrangements with the teacher to conduct a series of 
tests for the classroom, In order to remove any suggestion 
that he was evaluating the teacher's performance, he made it 
clear that the tests were in no way a reflection on what was 
being taught that year but rather an examination of what had 
been learned over the number of years that the child was in 
school, He gave the children the results of the test and 
said he was going to test them again later on in the year, 
The results of the next test usually revealed remarkable 
progress on the part of the students, lLaZerte stated that 
the teachers were clearly pleased at the increase in motiva- 
tion generated by these tests, 33 

The traditional method of teaching resulting in stu- 
dents memorizing their textbooks was a constant problem, 
LaZerte relates that on one occasion he wrote a passage from 


a textbook onto the blackboard, omitting every other word, 
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The students seemed little concerned as they could read 
the passage word for word because of past memorization, 
This experiment, he related, was enough to alert the tea- 
cher that the techniques for learning that she employed 
were unsatisfactory, 34 

In a later inspectorate, Dr, LaZerte even used the 
convention to provide a practical learning experience for 
the teachers in the area, He arranged to have one of the 
highly proficient teachers of the inspectorate demonstrate 
teaching in a regular classroom situation for one half day 
each day of the three day convention, LaZerte, himself, 
undertook the task of testing the students, 35 

During the years that LaZerte was an inspector he 
served in Bassano, Strathmore, Macleod, Edmonton and Vegre- 
ville.3®© His work as inspector was interrupted by the war 
of 1914-1918, Enlisting in the Canadian Army, he served 
from 1915 to 1917 with the 78th Field and 5th Siege Batteries, 37 
Following the war, he assumed the temporary inspectorate at 
Strathmore and then was appointed to Macleod. He had been 
somewhat disappointed that he could not obtain an urban in- 
spectorate and was determined to improve his credentials 
through a refresher course,38 Thus in the summer of 1920, 
he decided to attend summer school in Chicago, This decision 
had a profound effect on his future, for while attending that 
quarter he came into contact with the prominent psychologist, 
Charles Judd, lLaZerte stated that his choice of Chicago as 
opposed to Stanford or Columbia was one of the most signi- 


ficant events of his life, The exposure to Judd helped to 
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crystalize his thinking in matters pertaining to the edu- 
cation both of the child and also of the prospective teacher, 
According to LaZerte, Judd's startling approach can be sum- 
marized in the following query: What are the mental proces- 
ses that are affecting the behavioral responses at any given 
moment? LaZerte was convinced that the education of students 
in Alberta as it was being carried out was not education at 
all, He came to realize that the true function of a teacher 
was to isolate and determine the reasons for a response of 
the child based on his mental processes, As normally under- 
stood an incorrect answer was sheer stupidity and not a func-— 
tion of the mental process at al1l.32 charles Judd wanted 
to know what was going on in the student's head, LaZerte 
became so impressed with this new common-sense approach to 
psychology that he decided he was either going to get some 
of this training or get out of education,49 He did in fact 
make the former a ceality when he studied for his doctorate 
at Chicago under Judd ,41 

While in Chicago, LaZerte received a letter from the 
Department of Education stating that he had been transferred 
from Macleod to Edmonton, Dr, LaZerte explains the im- 
mediate dilemma he was facing in regard to the letter he had 
received: 

"You will be inspecting grades one, ron and three and 

you will be combining work on grades seven, eight 

and nine," 

IT said, "Good heavens, I have done enough inspecting 

to know what the primary period is like, and I cer- 


tainly don't have any specialty there," My field 
was specializing in senior high school math and science, 
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So I went to the head of the Kindergarten Depart- 
ment in the University of Chicago and stated my 
problem to her, I told her I was going to a job 

I knew nothing about and asked permission to take 

a kindergarten primary course as an extra, She 

gave me that permission and I took the course, And 

I would say that it saved my life when I got into 
the City of Edmonton because I was at home with 

the primary teachers, I didn't have all the answers, 
but I had more questions than they could answer, 

And when I left the City of Edmonton I felt that I 
had never had a group of friends and teachers so 
great as that group was, Ever since then I respected 
the Edmonton primary teachers for their teaching 
efficiency and for their loyalty, There were some 
poor teachers among them but there were some excel- 
lent primary teachers ,42 


The transfer of LaZerte to the Edmonton Inspectorate 
was due in part to the reorganization of the inspection of 
Alberta's schools, 

In August, 1920, the Department of Education in re- 

sponse to the demand by the urban school boards of 

the province decided upon the policy of providing 
more complete inspection of city schools, The de- 
cision was important from the standpoint of the Al- 

berta school systems in as much as it militates a- 

gainst decentralization and a system of local in- 

spectors and maintains the traditional Alberta sys- 

tem of centralization, 43 

Inspector Fife of Edmonton was transferred to Fort 
Saskatchewan and the two vacancies in Edmonton were filled 
by G,S..-Lord: and ME, Lazerte, 44 The appointment to the 
Edmonton Inspectorate had come in the stage of the latter's 
career when most men his age would be looking for security 
and a permanent home life, LaZerte had married Hazel Alma 
Batchelor, of Emerson, Manitoba, on February 25, 1918,45 
and now was settling into his job of inspecting the City 


schools and caring for his family, However, the political 


scene changed in 1921 with the election of the United Farmers 
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of Alberta and the security of jobs among the provincial 
civil servants was radically altered, The educational scene 
in Alberta received a severe jolt, as illustrated in the 
following comments by Chalmers and LeRoy Wilson; 


This early expansion suffered an abrupt and 
unforseen reversal in 1921, when the United 
Farmers of Alberta Government seized on the post- 
war recession as an excuse to halve the number of 
inspectors, Some positions, such as that of su- 
pervisor of schools among foreigners, were abo- 
lished46 


The following year, 1921, ushered in at a time when 
pessimism was prevalent amongst all classes of soci- 
ety, was the low point in the educational record of 
the U.F,A, Government, Grants to schools and the 
University were reduced, the school inspection staff 
was reduced from 39 to 14, Edmonton Normal School 
closed, as did two agricultural colleges, loans to 
teacher trainees were reduced and free summer school 
for teachers was discontinued,4/7 


The Alberta Teachers Alliance had been vociferous in 
its support for thorough school inspection and continued to 
oppose any suggestion that the inspectoral staff of the pro- 
vince be reduced, In keeping with this conviction, the A,T,A, 
passed the following resolution following rumors that the 
Government did intend to reduce the staff: 


Whereas, in the opinion of this Annual General Meet- 
ing the services rendered by the Departmental School 
Inspectors are of great value to the cause of educa- 
tion in the province, more especially in rural dis- 
tricts and in connection with the large number of 
young and inexperienced teachers leaving Normal 
Schools in securing greater efficiency in the work 
of teachers and the organization and management of 
schools: and whereas the present staff of inspec- 
tors is barely sufficient in number to render these 
services as fully as might be desired, and whereas 

a reduction of the number of inspectors would in 

the opinion of this Annual General Meeting result 

in a very serious loss to the school public, 
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Be it resolved that the Minister of Education be 
strongly urged not to make any reduction in the 
present staff of school inspectors ,48 

The resolution of the A,T,A, appeared to have little 
influence on the decision of the Government, The farmer- 
oriented Government placed its priorities on the develop- 
ment of rural areas and as such the inspectorship of city 
schools ceased to exist, In 1923, the Annual Report of the 
Department of Education indicates that: 

No particular inspector is now held responsible 

for the inspection of the public schools of the 

four cities of Edmonton, Calgary, Lethbridge and 

Medicine Hat, 

The policy of the Provincial Government was outlined 
in an article written in the Edmonton Bulletin and subse- 
quently published in the A,T.A, Magazine in July, 1923, 
Chief Inspector, G,W, Gorman, the spokesman for the Govern- 
ment, stated: 

Inspection of schools by provincial officials will 

be discontinued in the cities to a considerable 

extent, It is the hope that there will be some 
inspection of city schools during the winter months 
when it is impossible for many rural inspectors to 
make their rounds in the country, 

By discontinuing inspection in the cities to the 

extent of five officials the Department hopes to 

overcome to some extent the curtailment of in- 

spection in the outlying parts of the province, 29 

Wilson quotes Mr, Baker as saying, "No one regretted 
more than I did the necessity for curtailing the inspection 
service but governments, like individuals, must cut the gar- 
ments to fit the cloth,"51l 


Dr, LaZerte was thus forced to vacate his inspec- 


torate in Edmonton and was assigned to Vegreville in 1923, 
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resigning a year later.52 In 1924, the following appeared 
in the Department of Education Annual Report: 
At midsummer the Department lost two of the very 
best inspectors in the service; Messrs, M,E, LaZerte, 
MeAy, and A.J, Watson,B.A, the former to accept a 
lectureship in Edmonton at the University of Alberta, 
Both possessed splendid academic and professional 
equipment backed by successful teaching experience, 
Their work as inspectors was marked by aggressive- 
ness, tact, good judgment and real intelligence, 
To a man of thirty-eight, with a wife and family, 
the decision to resign was a major one, However, Dr, LaZerte 
accepted a substantial reduction in salary and the loss of 
years of seniority in the Department of Education to begin 


a new career as lecturer and graduate student at the Uni- 


versity of Alberta, >4 


Summary 


As a young student, Dr, LaZerte had ambitions to 
become a teacher and worked diligently to achieve this goal, 
Success in the classroom, however, only served to hasten 
his exit from classroom teaching, LaZerte's teaching ca- 
reer was shortened by his unexpected appointment as a school 
inspector, a position he filled with similar dedication and 
distinction, 

LaZerte's introduction to the psychological methods 
of Charles Judd rekindled within him a spark of hope for 
the teaching profession and was instrumental in charting 
the emphasis that he was to place on teacher development in 


the future, The election of the U.F.A, Government and its 
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subsequent economic policy as applied to education in the 
province resulted in the dramatic change which placed 
Dr, LaZerte into a different stream of educational en- 


deavor, 
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CHAPTER II 


FOOTNOTES 


u T,.C.Weidenhamer, "The Greatest Art,A Tribute to 


DreMi be bazee te’ sAlberta School Trustees Association MagaZine, 
Deeemben 7-19 aie 4. . 


ar nbetpeyier uit iBwe DE M.E,LaZerte," A.S.T.A. 
Magazine; August, 1970, p.25. 


2 Interview with Dr. M,E,LaZerte in Edmonton, 
February. 154 1972. 
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SO TTbads 


Ton Sop A. Interviews Dr. M.E.LaZerte," A.S.T.A. 


Magazine AUgGUSE B1970, Dp s26, 


Mahi de 


S Interview with Dr, M,E,LaZerte in Edmonton, 
Fepruary 15, 9725 


1OT pees 


+4 Tbid.,Dr. LaZerte stated that he was advised 


that if he were going west, to go as far as possible. He 
said he was grateful for this advice because Alberta, only 
five years old, was just starting to develop. 


aan 


ee Ibid. ,Dr., LaZerte indicated that many students 
were being hired for the pitifully low wage of $720.00 a 
year. He said he refused to work for that amount. He was 
One or “the -tinal "students “to obLain™ a position aue to this 
actrcude™ *Dro"Cofrim finally rece iveu netice of tne Nardisty 
job at $900.00 a year and he notified Lazerte, who quickly 
accepted it. 


aie "A,S.T.A, Interviews Dr.M,E,LaZerte," A,S,T.A. 
Magazine sAugust, 1970, 0,30. 
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13 Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 


5, 1971. LaZerte began teaching in Medicine Hat on 
January 1)os1911] fandsremaineds cne\therstaff: until December .), 
LO Sh 


oe to Lae 


a Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, April 


oy OF 28 


oe Alberta, Department of Education, Annual Report, 


iro Wiens ie 


ae Interview with Dr. LaZerte in Edmonton, February 
Spare ere 
20 : : 
Interview with Dr.,LaZerte in Edmonton, April 8, 
ove 
21 tia, 
22 


LessleAe st ncerviews Dro MoE Lazerte, A ST A 
Magazine, August, 1970. 
In an interview on April 10, 1972, LaZerte stated that the 
only preparation he received for the position was to follow 
Mr, Fife around to the rural schools surrounding Edmonton 
for a few weeks prior to Christmas in 1912. 


cae Alberta, Department of Education, Annual Report, 
EOS 

24 : : 

Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 

1S VSS 

2> tpid. 

=i2 Interview with Dr. .LaZerte in Edmonton, April 10, 
dale 9A ve 


LaZerte stated that the inspectorate he covered was approx- 
imately 100 miles by 80 miles, stretching from Strathmore 
in the west to an area 10 miles east of Brooks in the east 
and from the Red Deer River in the north to Retlaw in the 
south, 


ae HeTecoutvsseb b Walker, GiFred, The story Of 
GlIEPred- McNally, p37. 
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Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, April 
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a Quoted by J,W,Chalmers, School of the Foothills 
Province 


. Reams) 
Not all of LaZerte's reports however, were critical, In 
the: b916 Annual Report of the Department: of: Education, LaZerte 
had this to say. "The work of this inspectorate has never 
been as satisfactory as it was during the year that just 
elosed, Whe knowledge of our country and trails gained 
during the previous two years, the personal contact with 
boards and greater intimacy with business affairs in the 
districts, and growing cooperation of the school officials 
in the matter of opening schools, securing teachers and en- 
forcing the School Attendence Act, together with their 
more apparent willingness to equip and maintain the school 
in accordance with the recommendations of the Department; 
these are factors that have increased the efficiency of 
our work during the year," 


ate Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, April 
VOP uo 2m 
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32 Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 
Bea 2 My aa, 
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ae Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, April 
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Tots elise UnLoue convent Onnexte ia ence. took 
place when LaZerte was inspector at Vegreville, 1923-24. 





36Interview with Dr. LaZerte in Edmonton, February 
15, 1971. LaZerte stated he was inspector in Macleod (1919- 
1920), Edmonton (1920-1923) and Vegreville (1923-1924). 
In the President's Papers found in the University of Alberta 
Archives, it is indicated that LaZerte was an inspector 
in Strathmore also. LaZerte stated that he was in Strath- 
more for approximately one month before being sent to Macleod. 


ae A publication of the Edmonton Public School 
Board at the opening of the M,E,LaZerte Composite high 
School, November 27, 1970. In the A,T,A, Magazine of 
November 1927, it is reported that LaZerte served over a 
year and ashalf with the .colors,....In the Department of 
Education, Annual Report, LaZerte gave the 9th, 10th and 
LIth. recprt trom 1914 ito 1916, iG is, Thus. neasonab.e io 
assume that LaZerte served in the army during the years 
Oi pk Sas el, SL. 
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of Interview with Dr. LaZerte in Edmonton, April 
10, 1972, lLaZerte had applied at Lethbridge for an 
inspector's position but his application was not accepted 
because it was felt he had been away from inspecting too 
long to warrant an urban appointment, 


ie Interview with Dr. LaZerte in Edmonton, April 
Lae] 23 
40 ' 
Toide) Kebriery! 15-,. 19725 
a Toad.) April 8, 1972. 
42 


"The A,S,.T.A, Interviews Dr, M,E,LaZerte," A,S.T.A, 
Magazine, August, 1970, p.31. 


ee Alberta, Department of Education, Annual Report, 
92 0F OL O du 


Sore aie 69 
G.S.Lord and LaZerte were jointly responsible for this inspec- 
torate, Lord was to inspect grades 4,5 and 6, haZerte grades 
beg andes), and they were to look after grades 7,8 and 9. 
together, 


e Programme for the opening ceremonies of the 
M.E,LaZerte Composite High School. p.2. 


ax Chalmers, Oprcre., weolk. 


a Leroy Wilson, "Perren Baker, the U,F.,A,,and Educ- 
ation." Unpublished M,Ed, thesis, University of Alberta, 
Hho yA Oa oa sig A 


6 ATR Magazine, April, 1923, 6.13; 

42 Alberta, Department of Education, Annual Report, 
Tae o Dole. 
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0 A TeA- Magazine, July, 1923, "5.5. 
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24 Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 
15, 1972. LaZerte met the Deputy Minister of Education and 
asked what they proposed to do with him, lLaZerte was told 
that he could have the choice of the inspectorates at Fort 
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Saskatchewan or Vegreville. He asked which one was the furth- 
est away. When told Vegreville, he said, "Good, I'll take 
it." He wanted to get as far away from the seat of govern- 
ment as possible, 


53 Aiberta,, Department of Education, Annual Report, 
1924, p.46, 
54 


Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 
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CHAPTER III 
THE BACKGROUND TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF 


THE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 


Prior to the establishment of the School of Edu- 
cation, the University of Alberta did not become exten- 
sively involved in the preparation of teachers, LaZerte 
did become associated with educational courses which were 
provided in the Faculty of Arts ;l however, the idea of a 
university training for all teachers at this time was not 
being seriously considered, A gigantic task faced the 
few idealists who believed that such a programme could be- 
come a reality, LaZerte, who joined the staff of the Uni- 
versity in 1924,2 became a central figure in the negotiations 
and preparations for the new School of Education, 

This chapter will examine the history of events 
which ultimately led to the establishment of the School of 
Education, The central issue involved the role of the De- 
partment of Education in the protracted negotiations lead- 
ing to this realization, 

The involvement of the University with education courses 
has a history dating back to 1911, President Newton states, 
"Dr, MacEachran began teaching the philosophy of education 
as an Arts course in 1911." This was at the suggestion of 
Dr. H.M, Tory, University President, who strove to interest 
the Provincial Department of Education in the University 
as a teacher education institution,3 Newton also states 
that John Ross, Minister of Education, was not favourably 


disposed to the idea,4 
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This was the beginning of the controversy which was 
to face LaZerte until the integration of all teaching prep- 
aration under the Faculty of Education in 1945, Opposition 
to the idea, however, was not confined to the Department 
of Education, There was considerable opposition from 
within the University 1tself and, of course, from the Alberta 
Normal Schools, which through a lengthy history retained sole 
responsibility for the discharge of this function, >? The few 
University instructors who advocated the concept were sup- 
ported by the Alberta Teachers' Alliance, the Education 
Society of Edmonton, the Edmonton High School Teachers Asso- 
Ciation, and educators from other parts of Canada,® During 
the years just prior to 1929, the opposing forces became 
engaged in debate over the implications of the University's 
becoming involved in teacher preparation, The result of 
this controversy was a thorough and deep analysis of the 
problems related to teacher preparation and the considera- 
tion of various alternatives to normal school training, 

The Provincial Government, having had exclusive re- 
sponsibility for the operation of the Provincial University 
and the Normal Schools, had by practice enforced a rigid 
separation of the roles of the two educational institutions, 
The Normal Schools at Edmonton, Calgary, and Camrose had 
trained all teachers for the province, while the University 
was providing a limited number of optional courses in edu- 
cation, For University graduates with aspirations leaning 


toward the teaching profession, a session at one of the 
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Normal Schools was unavoidable, Dr, Tory had recognized this 
fact but he received a cool reception to any suggestion that 
tne status quo be-altered, The requests, Nnowever, were 
recognized by the Government as being of importance in the 
future plans of the province and as such the Department 
began to consider the possibility that public opinion might 
eventually demand a change, In Government meetings it is 
known that the Department of Education had contemplated the 
proposal that a provincially controlled College of Education 
be situated at the University, LaZerte suggested that this 
concept was in reality none other than a glorified Normal 
School, / Upon notification of this supposed development, 
Dr, Tory began to investigate the ramifications of the pro- 
posal in terms of its acceptability to University opinion, 
The course of his investigation resulted in a survey of 
major universities on the North American continent, 8 

The replies he received resulted in the unanimous con- 
sensus that teacher preparation should be a function of the 
university. All of the institutions surveyed had a college, 
faculty, or school of education which was operating inde- 
pendently or as an appendage of an established faculty. 

The universities had administrative control of the tea- 

cher education and were responsible for the appointment of 
personnel within the institution, The diploma provided 

by the universities was generally accepted as a license to 
teach in the state; however, several universities were re- 


stricted to issuing a temporary credential which would be 


aE 





aids? besinpoosx bel yr0T xd aaa 26w steele - 
gsis noijesppye. yns oF noitqenss, fooo 6 bevieoes: of Jud fost | 
s1sw , 1svewor adeoupax eit boxed is od oup awiede ods 
etis ni sonesvenmt to prised 26 Inemaxrsvod edd yd SenGienyes 
tnemt r6q30 eid rove es bnis sonivoxrg edd to anslq as 
tigim noiniqo silduq jsf y3ilidtegog sft z9bkbene> ed ca 
ai Jf apniseom tnsmnzsved’ Ar . spaseio 6 Sasmeb ylleudneve 
eft betsiqnesdno> bsA nokseouoe Bre) Sadie ideeierd saz sedt awond 
nottsouba to speffod: bef Lownoo yilstonivorg « set Seeogeg 
aids jsdt betesppue ssxsSsl .ysiexsviaU oft Is botsuthe ed 
fsemxou besitizo{p s asdt xzsdtuo snon ysitesx ni 86w tqson0D 
,Inemgolaveb beaoggua aisd 20. notdnstrisen noqgu  toortoe 
~oxq ed to enoijsoLiime ent oispiteavat. of deped yxoT .2a 
10inigo ytiexevinw o3 yiJilidsiqenos Bai to’ emxét nt iseog 
to yovive 6 ni betivesx noidgspidesvnd vekd to sexvoo oft 
& jnoentsnoo nsoLiremé dtreu ods no eeidzaxevinu tof 6m 
~fo> evominsnau fd ni pesiuees bevisoe2 af esilgon oat 
' 9f3 to noftonut s sd biluode notdsxsgexg terosess tsdi3 auense 
.Spelloo 6 bed beyevive enoisutizenk ef? to £56 yo Laveviny 
-sbnit pnijsisgo asw the dct sotteoubs to Loortoe 10 vaio 


-¥3fvuost barletidssee n& to SREPRAGTE os es so \Lonebaeg 


-593 913 io Loxn6> eviveiteinimbs bad, ec 


oot Iie ii aa ag 





| 


replaced by a permanent certificate following successful 
teaching in the schools.2 Comments on this survey indi- 
cated a general feeling that the training of teachers at 
the university should be divorced from the influence of 

the Department of Education, The President of North Dakota 
stated: 

Under the educational organization in our state, 

MvyeLoOcecasturscetnat control of our School of 

Education by the State Department of Education 

would be impracticable, It would seem to me that 

such a management would be under serious handicap 
unless the Head of the Department of Education is 
selected on merit in much the same spirit as the 

president of the university is appointed, with a 

reasonably long term of office and unless the 

headquarters of the Department of Education are 
near the university administration, 

The President of the University of Utah was even 
more adamant in his conviction that the university should 
be independent of government departments, 

I have come more and more to believe that the 

teaching function should be wholly divorced from 

the State Department and placed wholly in the hands 
of schools that should be administered without 
interference by the State Department, 

There was also an opinion offered concerning the 
independence of the School of Education within the uni- 
versity organization, An administrator at the University 
of Michigan stated: 

It is our judgment that no teacher training process 

which is under the control of a strictly academic 

faculty; a faculty -which has no” knowledge of, nor 
interest in teacher training can be successful,12 
The Government initiative concerning the establishment 


of a College of Education lost its momentum with the defeat 


of the Stewart Government and the emergence of the U,F,A, 
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Government under Herbert Greenfield, The controversy, 
however, did not diminish as the recently formed Alberta 
Teachers' Alliance began to agitate for a University oper- 
ated School or Faculty of Education, 
The A,T.A, has had a remarkable record in the 
improvement of education in the Province of Alberta, 
Ever since it came into being, the Association has 
had®apyision=of future gqoaks>“which, if -attained 
would provide better schooling for the children of 
Atibevta?. *Keytston~-or the~Ccurrrcultim, improvement 
of examinations and promotion procedures, educa-—' 
tional publicity through an educational week, 
federal aid for education, the organization of 
large units of administration, educational research, 
higher standards in teacher selection and training, 
andvthe organization of a’ Faculty of Education in 
the University of Alberta have all been SEOHAGaRE 
if not initially suggested by the A,T,a.l 
The dominating personality in the organization from 
1917 until his death in 1947 was John W, Barnett.14 His 
insistence on the establishment of a Faculty of Education, 
as illustrated in editorials in The A.T.A, Magazine, was 
undoubtedly the reason why the A,T.A, continued to cam- 
paign for a Faculty until it became a reality in 1942, 
Pe .the’ Annual ‘Meeting of "the A,.T-A.* a series of 
resolutions was passed in an effort to stimulate action 
on a Faculty of Education, Delegations met with University 
and Department of Education officials and articles constant- 
ly appeared in The A,T,A, Magazine promoting the concept 
of a School or Faculty of Education at the University, 
Inm1924) The A,T.A; Magazine carried”a two-page article 
entitled, “Education i1n-Education," “written by WH. Todd, 


He wrote: 
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There is a crying need in this province for a 

School or College of Education, a School in which 

one may take a Bachelor of Arts degree majoring 

in education, The University of Alberta offers 

two years' graduate work to a degree unhappily 

called a Bachelor of Education, This course 

really presupposes professional training in 
education, It is designed for trained teachers 
with an academic degree, Consequently it touches 
but a small percentage of the teaching body of 

the province, The content continues so far more 

or less in the experimental stage, While some 

classes in this school are taken by undergraduate 

teachers it is hardly fair_to submit graduate work 
for undergraduate credit, 

Mr, Todd also outlined the discrepancy, from the 
point of view of prospective teachers, between training 
provided by the provincial Normal Schools and training 
provided by the University. He said, "The Department of 
Education runs a training school with no degree on the end 
of it, and the University maintains a corner on the degree 
conferring business and gives little or no training of the 
required character, The teacher determined to have both 
professional training and degree must go east or south to 
get them,"16 mr. Todd continued to lobby for a Faculty of 
Education through the A,T.,A, organization and at a meeting 
in August, 1924, he spoke to the resolution asking for the 
establishment of a Faculty of Education which would grant 
a degree in Education, He suggested to the Minister that 
he appoint a committee of three, one to represent the De- 
partment of Education, one the Alliance, and one the Uni- 
versity which should delve further into the matter and re- 


port to the Minister.17 In an additional column entitled, 


"Objectives of the A,T.A,," Mr, Todd emphasized the relationship 
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between university training and professional status of 
teachers, 
When school teaching is recognized and accepted 
as a profession, another great educational stride 
will have been taken, When our universities provide 
a specific training preparing men and women for 
school work, and award a degree in education to 


those trained for the work, the stamp of profes- 
sionalism will have been placed upon our vocation, 


18 
The A.T.A. resolution of 1927 was sent to the Minis-— 
ter of Education along with an extensive summary of the 
advantages of the establishment of a combined Arts and Ed- 
ucation degree as was anticipated by the Alliance, In this 
letter it was stated that education in the province would 
benefit from stability of membership within the profession; 


superior qualifications of the new entrants to the profes- 


sion and training for research,19 


Department Conference on Education, 1924 


The Department of Education was developing a greater 
awareness of the pressures for change in the preparation 
of teachers in the province, Because of the A,T,A, resolu- 
tions and a series of overtures from the A,T,A, and the 
University, a special conference was held on November Zs 
1924, at the office of the Deputy Minister of Education to 
consider the topic, Professional Preparation of High School 
Teachers, 29 

The chairman in outlining the reasons for calling 

the conference stated that the Department was in 


receipt of a proposal from the University in 
which details were given as to how the University 
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would proceed with the professional training 

of graduates should the responsibility be 

delegated to them, He also called attention to 

a resolution passed at the last general meet— 

ing of the Alberta Teachers' Alliance and in- 

timated that the Minister would be glad to have 

the opinion of the conference on the points raised 

therein, 

As the discussion proceeded, it became apparent that 
there were three lines along which a solution may be found: 
(1) The establishment of a Faculty or School of Education 
within the University and an integral part of it much along 
the lines of the proposal already received; (2) The devel- 
opment of one of the existing Normal Schools as regards in- 
structional staff, equipment and accommodation so as to 
give advanced training of an adequate Characters soja fe 
establishment of a College of Education under the control 
and administration of the Department of Education, 22 

The members at this conference reviewed the corres— 
pondence received from Dr, W.C, Bagley motleactessaCol— 
lege, Columbia University, and Professor A,R, Mead, of 
Ohio Wesleyan University, concerning the trend in American 
practice,23 Professor Mead wrote: 

.-.that he had just recently sent a questionnaire 

to twenty-five Deans of Colleges of Education in 

the larger universities of the United States, and 

of the seventeen who had replied, fifteen favoured 

a clear-cut, well-defined organization of a School 

or College of Education with its own budget, and 

with its own administrative system and entire_con- 
trol of teacher preparation in its own hands, 

He wrote that opinion favours the establishment of 


such an institution rather than the establishment of a De- 


partment of Education in a College of Liberal Arts,2? 
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Following the same line of reasoning, Professor Mead wrote: 


Tt is believed that the establishment of a separate 
state teachers college, or an endowed teachers 
college is very desirable, Because of this belief, 
we are finding a great many of our Normal Schools, 
which previously had two years' work, becoming 
four-year schools by extending their courses two 
more years and developing their work for the prep- 
aration of high school teachers, The chief justi- 
fication of this seems to be that the independent 
institution with the power to direct and control 
the preparation of teachers, does and will perform 
a better type of service than does any other de-. 
partment in a College of Liberal Arts,26 


There was a concern that the teacher training institu- 
tion at the University would lose its autonomy and become 
susceptible to the administrative whims of the University's 
older Faculties, Such erosion of control was considered 
detrimental to the best interests of professional teacher 
preparation and consequently under any new proposal there 
had to be adequate safeguards to prevent assimilation into 
the University sphere of control, Professor Mead stated: 

It is believed that the best way to provide for 

the preparation of teachers is to establish a 

School of Education with its own budget, with its 

own administrative system, and separate from the 

control of other colleges and having the same 

power of control that other colleges would have,2/ 

The continuing role of the Department of Education 
in the administration and control of teacher education 
was also fortified through another statement by Professor 
Mead, "We pretty generally believe in the United States 
that the preparation of teachers ie a state function," 28 


He elaborated on this statement by saying: 


It would seem that from the opinion of the United 
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States, which opinion is based upon a considerable 
body of experience, that a solution of the problem 
which you have at hand would not be to develop 

one institution of teacher preparation but several-- 

all of them having their own budget and their own 

administrative system of control and all of them 
being under the general direction of the Provincial 

Department of Education, 

State operated Normal Schools were thus considered 
essential in teacher preparation, and the elimination of 
those established in Alberta was not at this time even con- 
sidered, The question of a university preparation for tea- 
chers gained support only to the extent that,".,..such a 
teacher preparing institution would be more able to con- 
duct research in teacher preparation and education than 
would a Normal School," 39 

The conference concluded with the members agreeing 
on recommendations concerning teacher education in Alberta, 
Recommendation I: That the ultimate solution of the problem 
of the professional preparation of high school teachers be 
sought along the line of the provision of a College of Educa- 
tion under the direct and complete control of the Department 
of Education, 

Recommendation II: That in the meantime the training of 
graduates should be provided in one of the regularly organ- 
ized Normal Schools, suitable provisions being made for 
practice experience in the high school grades, and the neces-— 
sary increase in instructional force,31l 


It is clear from the results of this conference that 


the Department of Education was not willing to relinquish 
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Or to Bedicemitscecontrols of teacher education in. the pro- 
vince even in the case of teacher training for university 
graduates. The recommendation which made provision for a 
College of Education was not considered a concession in the 
reduction of Department involvement in teacher preparation, 
but was rather a strategical move whereby it would remain a 
Departmental responsibility even though it would take place 


within the confines of the University campus. 


University Appeals for a School of Education 


The Department of Education viewed the objectives of 
the University in relation to teacher education with suspi- 
cion. The University had, however, only made overtures to 
the Department concerning a more prominent role in the pro~ 
fessional training of University graduates. The Department 
viewed the request for educating graduates in light of the 
trend of teacher education in the United States and was con- 
cerned about the effects any decentralization would have on 
its role in the future preparation of Alberta's teachers. 
Professor Mead had suggested that the institution for prepar- 
ing teachers should not only control the subjects taken in 
such courses as methods, principles of teaching, educational 
psychology, etc. but that it should also control the courses 
in the subject matter which the teachers would later teach. 34 
The fear that even partial allocation of responsibility for 
teacher training to the University might result in the eventual 
erosion of state control caused prolonged periods of inactivity 


on the part of the Department of Education negotiators. 
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Professor Kerr, of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, 
in a letter to Dr, Wallace explained the deadlock in the 
negotiations for a School of Education at the University 
of Alberta, 


I might add, however, confidentially, that it 
was only in the past spring that President Tory 
finally secured the consent of the Department 
of Education to our getting underway, Untila 
couple of months ago, the story of our efforts 
has been one of evident reluctance on the part 
of the Department to surrender control over any 
part of the teacher training field, We were 
not met with refusal but simply constant delay 
in our efforts to bring the matter to a head, 
Our only object, of course, has been to secure 
the right to train our own graduates, We are 
not directly interested in Normal School work, 
and have never evinced any desire to secure control 
over ethenlatter, 23 


The question of professional training for university 
graduates had been a source of constant embarrassment to 
graduates of the University, The university community 
sought the right to provide a year of professional educa- 
tion for its graduates while the Department of Education 
jealously protected its right to control all teacher prepara- 
tion, 34 The Department of Education, however, did recog- 
nize the irrationality of having graduates from universities 
complete the professional year at Normal School along with 
fellow students who were often only graduates of grade XI 
or XII, Mr, Mann explains: 

University graduates seeking the academic certi- 

ficate originally attended classes with the first 

class students, However, in January, 1921, a 

special four-month course for graduates was offered 

at the Edmonton Normal School, After the Edmonton 


School closed, the academic course was given in 
Camrose (1923-24), Following this, a five-month 


¥ 
a a : 


es 


,eeodeise bos 234A To viluos® od fo | eis 1oRBstoO TG 7 a 
oid nt sootbeob odd Konislgxs sselisW 20 03 20d9er' Bak 
vshtaxevinw efi ts noigsoubS 20 Toor’ « xo snokisisopen 

JstNedLA Yo 


tt seid yilsitnsbiigos (revewod ,bbs stdpim I 
— gasbieerd Jedd pokiqe tasa end nit yino eew _ 
tnsetisqed adt to daseno> sit Seasose ylleak®  ~ 
s irsaAU .vsewxebnys paidvtep ave oc aoitscyba Jo 
atrotis wo to yrorye att ops aitnom zo 2iquap 
txsg sit no soastor iss thebive 20 sno need asi 
vos iavo lonsnen xebadYuve Oo Jremisgqsd eft 30 
eraw oW ,bio82 paknie td -reroset sft to Imag 
sisb tasdanoo yiqmie sud isedtes Adiw Zan soe 
,baod 6 oF st99dam off BalId of agnette Wwe ar 
eusbe ot nest ged vastiton, te Jtbetda yine a0 
e159  j2zsigubsye. awo tne néeaw) OF Gaipia sad 
Axow Loofne L[enrie! as bsteaxsInt vlsSe1kh don: 
forsno> Subsea oF sxulesh yas beoAbvyse Aver eved Bre 
3  xeddet eft zwVvoO 


yictateviny yo? pyiniss17 Leta paeiees to nokteoup si? 

o3 ‘tnemaesitisdtis tassenon t6) so 7102 5 need ber idaho 
yviinumnoo yirsuevinu sad? i vlietesvin’ eff 2o essenoets 

-~-soubs [snoterotoxg Ao xsev-5 ebrvoug oF Sipia offs dtipwoa 

noltsouba 40 Inemteqged sig of kify esioubsip esk 20% noks 


-sisdeta wotiosed fis Lextaes oF tipi» aot seaiaiaieeas: yimnodaet 


-pose: bib ,xeveworl ,noidsoved to tremtusqed edt, aes 


asisgivusvinu mox? esevsubaxp pnived to Yiiisaoitextk eft eosin 


ddiw pnols Loorbe Lemich ge teey fkaotesetes eas stesigmoo 
| opabepliamenaraiaanbeaptiallinn 50529 5. 








46 


course was given at Calgary only, In the fall of 
1927, graduates in the academic course were required 
to attend Normal School for the entire session and 
were included in the ranks of the regular first 
class students, 3 


On December 5, 1927, Dr, MacEachran, chairman of the 
committee on teacher education at the University of Alberta, 
reported as follows: 


Four years ago the committee on teacher training. 
was appointed with a view to arriving at plans 
whereby the University might give professional 
training to such of its graduates as were going 
into teaching and endeavor to come to an amicable 
arrangement with the Department of Education for 
the institution of the necessary course of in- 
struction in the University, 


A plan in general had been adopted and discussion 
had taken place with the Deputy Minister of Education 
and the Minister himself, It has been assumed from 
the tenor of these discussions that the principle 
involved was one acceptable to the Department, but 
constant delay in the bringing of the matter to 

a head has been so far the only record of progress, 
It has recently been announced that a new Normal 
School is to be erected in Edmonton, Considering 
the attendant possibilities and the strong agita- 
tion amongst the teachers of the province in favour 
of the training of graduate teachers at the Uni- 
versity, it has seemed necessary that the University 
should take steps to protect its own right to estab- 
lish and maintain a School of Education and to make 
clear, also, its desire to do for the teaching 
profession what it has done for other learned pro- 
fessions, 36 


It is rather apparent that the professors regarded 
only high school teachers as professionals, 

The members of the council present at the meeting 
agreed unanimously to recommend to the University Senate 
that intthe fopimion jofiimthe jcounail] natSchoohrot lbducation 
should be established in the University, 3/ 


President Tory received the recommendation from the 
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Faculty of Arts and Science and presented it in the fol- 
lowing form to the University Senate: 


That a school of Education be established in the 
University to provide professional training for 

our own graduates who intend to take up the work 
Grmteacny ng. 


In speaking to this resolution, Dr, Tory stated: 


That this question had been before the University 
faculties for a number of years and it seemed that 
the time had now come when steps should be taken to 
provide within the University teacher-training for 
Our graduates, The teachers had been taking a 
great interest in the matter, and a series of resol- 
utions had been passed by the Alberta Teachers! 
Alliance and the Edmonton High School Teachers' 
Association urging the establishment of a five or 
six year course leading to a degree in Education 

or a combined course in Arts and Education, Simi- 
lar action had been taken by our own students, who 
proposed to enter the teaching profession after 
graduation, The resolution had grown out of a real 
desire on the part of the teachers to bring their 
profession up to the standards of other professions, 
Enquiry had revealed that practically all the most 
important positions pass into the hands of men 
trained in Arts and Education, and that last year 
fifty thousand teachers were in training in the 
various colleges, Until we are ready to provide such 
courses, we could not expect our education to reach 
the standard obtained by the other countries, The 
proposal would have to be considered by the De- 
partment of Education and by the Board of Governors; 
it was desired to have the judgment of the Senate 

as to whether the present time seemed BOPE CME Mate 
for the establishment of such a school, 


The reaction of the Senate appeared to be very posi- 
tive as indicated in the following quotation: 


The Chief Justice stated, that the matter had been 
first broached during the war but there was a feel- 
ing of unwillingness on the part of the University 
to establish such a course at that time, Afterward, 
the financial position was not favourable, and al- 
though this has of late improved somewhat, the num- 
bers in attendance have increased, and there has 
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not been as much money available from the 
province as formerly: it has been a matter of 
choosing between desirable projects. The estab- 
lishment of the School of Education is an objec- 
tive to which we must come as soon as possible, 
and it must be brought about in conjunction with 
the Department of Education, He suggested that 
the Senate indicate its willingness to establish 
the course with the cooperation of the Department 
of Education and as soon as it is financially 
possible, 39 


OneNayelOmet 326, the counci! of the Paculty of Arts 
and Science again considered the question of the structure of 
the proposed School of Education, a question that was soon 
to be formally settled, 

Professor MacEachran, on behalf of the committee, 

stated that the Minister had given verbal approval 

to the proposal though the President was expecting 
formal sanction, As the School can only be put 
into operation in harmony with the Department of 

Education, the council agreed, on the motion of 

Professors MacEachran and Alexander, to recommend 

to the University Senate the report of the com- 

mittee of the Professional Training of Teachers 


together with the outline of relevant courses in 
philosophy, psychology and education, 


Education Society of Edmonton and Normal School Reactions 


The Education Society of Edmonton, which was estab- 
lished in 1927, also entered the controversy over the train- 
ing of teachers, The Society was established with aims 
related to the development of education as a science, The 
First Forty Years 1927-1967, D. McDougall, explained one 
Aim of “the “society was, 2). to carry on educational re— 
search,..and to publish the results of such investigation,"41l 
The Society contended that nothing was being done in the 


Department of Education in terms of scientific research, 
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Under the leadership of the Deputy Minister, who had piloted 
the administration through the 20's and 30's without major 
breakdowns, the Department had become convinced that there 
were no major problems in education,42 

The nonchalant and apathetic attitude of the Govern- 
ment toward educational research and change, and the criti- 
cal comments of Clarence Sansom43 concerning the priorities 
in teacher trainings jomtedathetSocietysintolactiony+ Dr. 
Sansom's article drew immediate criticism from the members 
of the Society and at the December 3, 1927, meeting, the 
preparation of a rebuttal was undertaken,44 ‘The course of 
action chosen by the Society was not to become involved in 
journalistic debate or wordy combat but rather to proceed 
along two lines, Before any position was adopted it was 
decided to await a formal statement from LaZerte.4>2 A com- 
mittee was then appointed under H,C, Newland to prepare a 
letter under the Society letterhead for transmission to 
the Senate, to the Members of the Legislative Assembly, to 
clubs and societies as well as to individuals who might be 
interested and influential in bringing pressure on the 
Government and University to establish a five-year course 
of preparation for undergraduate teachers.46 on January 
25, 1928, a carefully considered statement was addressed 
to the Senate of the University from the Education Society 
which clearly indicated support for the proposed School of 


Education 4/7 (see Appendix). 
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The Provincial Normal Schools viewed the notion of 
University involvement in teacher preparation with mixed 
feelings, The Principal of the Camrose Normal School, 
Clarence Sansom, maintained that the Normal Schools and 
the University had two distinct objectives, He wrote: 

Teaching and research are two essentially different 

things and unless we distinguish clearly between 

them we shall get nowhere in our thinking on this. 
subject. If it is thought desirable to train 
people. in) this, province, to engage in technical 
research in education, then undoubtedly the 

Provincial University rather than the teacher 

training institutions is the place where this 

should be done,48 

One reason why this initial training of teachers 

should be kept out of the University is that uni- 

versities have traditionally but scant respect 

for either the art of teaching, per se, or for 

any grade of academic work which is carried on 

below the college level. 

LaZerte challenged the assumption that educational 
research and teacher training are incompatible, He clearly 
defined the term "research" in education and outlined its 
practicability in the field of teacher development. 

Research, as used herein, means a careful, diag- 

nostic analysis Of pupils difficulties, aysearch 

for the causes underlying these difficulties, and 
the painstaking evaluation of corrective practices 
in teaching, 

Dr. LaZerte was convinced that a scientific approach 
to teacher education would in time pay handsome dividends 
to education in the province, Whereas the attitude of the 
Department of Education and the Normal Schools was to pro- 


duce teachers who would be well versed in the practical 


aspects of teaching, culminating in an abulity for these 


Qe 





~ 


to nditon end bowsiv elooiee bomase {pionivord of? oe 
bexim sitiw oot ssxeqerd ian it: desmeviovnt ytierevind 
foais@ Lemon seated esd Io Legioaiza sdT | yeenkiest 
bos eloonoe LemiokK sid tend bSnisdnian moanse ‘sonsteld 
tagotw aii ,asvictastdp Yonizerh ows Bed lect cd sits 


Jnoiettib vilseitdnszes ows sys iptaseey bas paidoss? ’ 
nsewsed ylusels daiuenideld sw gaeiav Bue epakyis 
eidd no patknids wo vl exedwor step liset#e ew mis” 
aiexd oF olds ~lesb ddpwerts et ti YI Sostdue 
[ssinripes ni epepae o3 ssntverg ardd in eiqoed | 
sit yibetduebar nes .nobtéoube ai deaesees 
tsbses ods peta wediew VosrevinU fetonbege? 
ati? prafw sosig) gat /3at @nofzusigens patniogns 
Of snob off Piverts 


even sss to. phidaisid Leistnt Silt vitiv nGAbey ae: “ , 
~bot Ig3 2h yitehevinw 4d) 40 tia Yast sd Blues — 
| geddeet Indios tHe y iMadorrebeed sued esitietav 
tOF AS. Se Ase ironed Jo t*s sdd dtoidie- Sot 
no bel t1s0 “2 Frio by ite Hiow cimsisos Bo sbsxp Yous 
SS fovel spsllan add woled 


isnoissaubs tants netsqmraas srf9 bepnel fers 63 18sSa8Ad 
Yiuselso sH _eafdicsgiivonl oxs prinks 2 19d5ee2 bos cotéseed 
a3it benilssue hat rotisnebes At "“dsotseeen” msst siid bentieh 


<Inemqofeves tarbes? Zo bleit qa mz vItL ides iYosxg - af 


* 
y 
— 


“petb ,levteusp « ensein Alexei! bees as ie apices : 
Somees & .eertivelizib e2' liqug 20 alsylens-o 
‘Bas .eektlosl Vib seats poiylrebay asegns ot x6 
asodyoexg svitostxos 20 to obitsuleve eas 

— : 
f 





oy om: oy 





eet 6 2649 em aew By Su 


og 


a0 


teachers to earn their money from day one of teaching, 
Dr, LaZerte felt a training which provided a scientific 
and theoretical basis would prove to be Superior in the 
long run, even though immediate practical problems would 
undoubtedly be encountered, °l 

It has been suggested that the Normal School Srirtc als 
were somewhat relieved to relinquish training of university 
graduates to the University itself, Chalmers states that 
the Normal Schools relinquished to the University of Alberta 
the preparation of high school teachers without any regret, 2 

The debate between University spokesmen and Normal 
School instructors was not restricted to the local scene, 
Professor G.M, Weir, a University spokesman, delivered an 
address at the Eleventh National Conference of Canadian Uni- 
versities, at the University of Western Ontario in LBais 
He stated: 

There is a growing body of opinion among school- 

men and an influential section of the Lavey “bo 

the effect that the average Normal School, as we 

know the institution in Canada, is neither designed 

or equipped for the professional -LCalning.of the 

university graduate, 23 

The conference was not condemning the work of the 
Normal Schools but rather was hoping to publicize new néeds,. 
A more sophisticated method of preparing university graduates 
was needed and public support was essential, 

In the writer's judgment, the average Normal 

School in Canada, while probably doing excellent 

work in the professional preparation of elementary 

school teachers, is not well suited either by 


tradition, outlook, curriculum or teaching pro- 
cedures for efficient training of high school teachers, 
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The scope of the Normal School seldom extends be- 

yond the elementary school field, The great ma- 

jority of the student body have only a high school 

education and are generally quite immature in 

comparison with the average university graduate, 

Various limitations - in length of time devoted 

to secondary education, type of curriculum, train- 

ing and outlook of many Normal School instructors, 

equipment, facilities for conducting practice 

teaching in high schools and so on, place the 

average Normal School in an inferior position, 

in comparison with modern university facilities 

or departments of education for the preparation 

of secondary school teachers, >4 

The case for the beginning of a university programme 
for teachers was certainly justified in the eyes of the 
University community, These people suggested that gradu- 
ates were being subjected to a year of martyrdom at Nor- 
mal School, an ordeal which they must endure in order to 
obtain the coveted teacher's certificate, Following three 
years of exposure in the University (or often four years, 
as students with grade XI could enter university) these 
prospective teachers were highly critical of not only the 
level of work at the Normal School but also of the quali- 
fications of the teaching personnel, As Professor Weir 
stated, "Unfortunately, too, certain members of the aver- 
age Normal School staff have received their appointments, 
not on the grounds of broad or accurate scholarship or 
advanced professional training, but rather because they 


were considered to be successful teachers or inspectors 


or masters of method,"°5 
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Summary 


Throughout the extensive period of negotiation for 
the establishment of a School of Education, it became evi- 
dent that its birth was inevitable, Public opinion genera- 
ted by the educational organizations initiated action on 
the part of the Government and succeeded in keeping the 
issue alive until legal action was undertaken, The Pro-. 
vincial Government was not agreeable to any reduction of 
its role in teacher training and was reluctant to sacrifice 
any responsibilities that were being performed by the 
Normal Schools, The arrangement with the University for 
the instruction of high school teachers was negotiated 
from a position of strength and the result was that the 
Department was able to maintain a dominant role in, the 
operation of the School of Education, The University 
realized that a School of Education could only result through 
cooperation between the University and the Department of 
Education and thus a unique arrangement for the operation 
of the new School was developed. Following two decades 
of agitation and a successful conclusion to the issue, the 
feeling of most educators was summarized by Mr. Barnett 
in his editorial, "A Teaching Profession at Last?"5© The 
first major step toward a university training for all tea- 


chers was painfully but surely taken, 
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CHAPTER IIT 
FOOTNOTES 


: University of Alberta Calendar, 1924, University 
of Alberta Archives, 


Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 
tos ol lke ge 


BreswdentieoRapers, Faculty of Education; 1940- 
1944, File, University of Alberta Archives. 
Within this file are found notes prepared by President 
Newton, on the history of the Faculty of Education, dated, 
BOG lew 7; akvte - 


Ge Ibid., Notes dated April 17, 1942. 


S 


Skim, 

Dr, LaZerte related that vocal opposition was most common 
from the University staff, and often was expressed at the 
Department meetings, 


Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, April 


: W.D.McDougall states in his history of the Educ- 
ation Society of Edmonton, entitled,"The First Forty Years, 
1927-1967," that there was a close relationship between the 
two organizations, the A,T.A,and the E,S,E, On subsequent 
occasions when both professional groups were presenting 
briefs, conferences were held to reconcile differences of 
“Opinion, and to agree upon a uniform point of emphasis, 

In this respect the society was somewhat of a satellite 

of the teachers’ organization, which at that time was still 
struggling for recognition, This consultative practice is 
understandable when it is recalled that many of the founding 
members of the society were charter members of the A,T.A, 
and they and subsequent members of the society had contrib- 
uted more than their share to the executive positions of 

the professional body. 


q Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 
15, 1971, Dr. LaZerte related that the Department had devel- 
oped the idea to such an extent that prospective staff had 
been selected and the College was to open as soon as the 
Government could act, 


S President's Papers, Faculty of Education-Question- 
aire File, No,502-1, University of Alberta Archives, 
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Gh «Apwillee:,, 1920 stbmer Tony .sent the following survey to the 
prominent Universities of America, The questionaire read 
as. follows: 

1, Have you a Faculty of Education or Teacher Training College 
in the university? 

2. Whether it is administered directly by the university, 

3. Whether the university authorities make the teaching 
appointments, 

4. Whether the certificates issued by the university are 
honored by the Department of Education for teaching pur- 
poses. 

5. Whether in your judgement your manner of dealing with 
the matter is a satisfactory one from the point of view 
of teaching offering. 
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13 A,T,A,Magazine, December, L951. 
Dedication Address given by Dr, LaZerte. 


14 shid. 


ze A,T,A,Magazine,February, 1924, D.20. 


16 shid. 


27 A.T.A,Magazine, August, 1924, p.5. 
The proposal to Perren Baker, Minister of Education was 
presented at a meeting of:the Provincial executive of the 
A.T.A,; the Minister of Education; plus, T.Verge of Calgary, 
W.H.,Todd of Edmonton, and H,Bruce of Lethbridge. 


aa A,T,A,Magazine, December, 1924, p.22, 
19° thid., September, 1927, p.10-11.. 
20 


President's Papers, School of Education, L931; 
File, University of Alberta Archives, 

Present at the meeting held in November, 1924 were: J,T.ROSS, 
Deputy Minister; E,W,Coffin, Principal, Normal School Calgary; 
W.A, Stickle, Instructor, Normal School Calgary; J.A,Smith, 
Inspector of High Schools; A.E.Torrie, Principal, Normal 
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School Camrose; G,W,Gorman, Chief Inspector of Schools; 
H.J,Spicer, Registrar, Department of Education; And G,Fred 
McNally, Supervisor of Schools, 
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Dr. Bagley's correspondence was not available in the Univer- 
sity.Archives, 


So radavids , bh 


The conference report listed the names and colleges of the 
men who supported an independent institution for teacher 
preparation, 
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President's Papers, School of Education OSL, Files 
University of Alberta Archives, 
The letter was sent by Dean Kerr to Dr. Wallace, member of 
the Department of Geology Staff, at the University of Manitoba 
on July 18, 1928, Dean Kerr was providing information to 
Dr, Wallace, who was about to become President of the 
Universityoof Alberta, 


34 As noted earlier in this chapter, at the confer- 
ence in November 1924, staged by the Department of Education 
it was recommended that the preparation of graduates should 
continue in the Normal Schools until a College of Education 
was established, 
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2 George Mann, "Alberta's Normal Schools", unpub- 
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tished M.Ed. thesis, University of Alberta, 1961, p.74. 
Chalmers in his book, Schools of the Foothills Province, 
states that with the introduction of the eight-month pro- 
gramme a new four month course to prepare university grad- 
uates made its appearance, Until 1919 they had attended 
classes with candidates, for, the, first class certificate. 
The first academic programme was offered to six students 
at the Camrose Normal School during the 1919-1920 academic 
year. On January >, 1920, to increase the number of avail- 
able normal school graduates which had been cut by the 
introduction of the eight-month course, the Edmonton Normal 
School opened for business in the Highlands School, It 
first mounted a twelve week crash course and continued to 
staff the schools, Exactly one year later, it took over 
complete responsibility for the academic course and 
continued to provide the only programme for high school 
teachers until 1923, The course was then offered for a 
year at Camrose: then it was moved to Calgary where it was 
lengthened to five months and was continued until it be- 
came obsolete when the University turned out its first 
graduate in 1930, 


oe President's Papers, School of Education , 1931, 
File, University of Alberta Archives, 
The report is included in the minutes of the Faculty of 
Arts and Science, December 5, 1927, 
On February 2, 1928, The Faculty of Arts and Science made 
the following recommendation to the Senate, "That a School 
of Education be established in the University to provide 
professional training for our own graduates who intend to 
take up the work of teaching, (School of Education File,1931) 


BL Ibid, ,Report of the Committee on Teacher Training, 
-December 5, 1927, 


e Minutes of the Senate, University of Alberta, 
February 28, 1928, “University of Alberta Archives, 
President Tory presented the following recommendation 
from the Faculty of Arts and Science to the University 
Senate, "That a School of Education be established in the 
University to provide professional training for our own 
graduates who intended to take up the work of teaching," 


39 thid. 


ee President's Papers, School of Education 1931, 
File, University of Alberta Archives, 
Minutes of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, May 10, 1928, 


ee W.D.,McDougall,"The First Forty Years, 1927-1967," 
Bone Centennials Projects, p18. 
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Load: 
a A,T,A,Magazine, November, 1927, Article yc. 
Sansom entitled, "The training of teachers I" jee Bp 
44 


Summary notes of the Proceedings of the Education 
Society of Edmonton, 1927-1967, prepared by W.D,McDougall. 


fay Ibid,, November 26, 1927. 


re Ibid,, December 10, 1927. 
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sal, W.D.McDougall,"The First Forty Years, 1927-1967," 
p. 43-44, 
48 A 
A,T,A,Magazine, HOvembery, 1927, 0017. 
mite ub as 
50 


Ine: Aes Magazine, December L227 1 pas. 
Article written by LaZerte entitled, "Research in Education" , 
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CHAPTER IV 


LAZERTE IN THE UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA AS STUDENT, INSTRUCTOR 
AND DIRECTOR OF THE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 


For the first forty years of teacher preparation 
in the Province of Alberta, the Normal Schools emerged 
as the major educational institutions, The three Normal 
Schools at Camrose, Edmonton and Calgary were established 
by the Department of Education and assumed exclusive re- 
sponsibility FOr Lesechingnetnalning, unta | 1930. spurring the 
fifteen years between 1930 and 1945, the task of preparing 
teachers was shared by the Normal Schools and the University 
of Alberta, For the decade before 1939, the School of Edu- 
cation at the University fulfilled a special educational 
need, 

The continuing concern that LaZerte harboured for 
teachers in Alberta during his years as inspector was not 
diminished when he embarked on his new career in 1924, 

He had employed his full abilities in an effort to improve 
the techniques of teaching during his previous work; now 
the opportunity for an even greater influence became avail- 
able, LaZerte related that the new circumstances which 
made it possible for him to instruct students in larger 
numbers over a longer period of time prior to their enter- 
ing the classroom as teachers had deep implications for 
him and provided added incentive to him in his new career,l 

This chapter deals with the period of LaZerte's ca- 


reer as a university graduate student and instructor in the 
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Department of Philosophy, and the circumstances and events 
which led to his appointment as the Director of the new 
School of Education, 

This chapter also proposes to examine the organiza- 
tion of the School of Education as determined through 
negotiations between the University and the Department of 
Education, The investigation should illuminate the posi-. 
tion of the School of Education as it prepared for its 
first students in 1930, A focus of attention will be Dr, 
LaZerte as he took charge of the administrative respon- 
Sibilities and overall operation of the School, It is con- 
Sistent with earlier arguments to assume that professional 
preparation of university graduates demanded a more exten- 
sive and sophisticated approach and consequently this chap- 
ter will deal with the programme and activities of the stu- 
dents under the new concept of professional preparation at 


the University of Alberta, 


M,E, LaZerte at the University of Alberta, 1924-1929 


LaZerte became a lecturer at the University of Al- 
berta in September of 1924, His appointment was made fol- 
lowing the recommendation of Dr, MacEachran, a member of 
the University Philosophy Department.2 At this stage, 
the Department of Philosophy was also responsible for psy- 
chology, The first three years that Dr, LaZerte spent on 
the staff of the Philosophy Department were divided between 


Edmonton and Chicago, In Edmonton, he not only taught two 
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courses but was also involved in graduate work for his own 
professional preparation.3 He was cognizant and appre- 
Ciative of the support and encouragement given to him by 
MacEachran, who assured him that if he were to pursue a 
Ph.D, at the University of Chicago, the Department of 
Philosophy would give him as much support as possible,4 
With this knowledge, Dr. LaZerte spent the next three sum- 
mers, 1925 to 1927, at summer school in Chicago, He was 
granted permission to leave his teaching responsibilities 
before the term had finished each spring in order that he 
might complete his work at Chicago, During his absence 
other staff members took on his responsibilities plus their 
own.2 lLaZerte related that when he was placed under con- 
tract by the Department of Philosophy and was concentrating 
on a graduate degree in Chicago, there were no assurances 
given him by the University that he would ever be more in- 
“volved in teacher preparation than he already was, It 
was, however, the hope of MacEachran that eventually a 
School of Education would be established and that Dr. 
LaZerte would be involved at the grass roots level,® 

The University Calendars of this period list M,E, 
LaZerte as a lecturer in philosophy during the 1925-1926 
term and as a psychology and education lecturer in 1926- 
1927, Following his convocation in Chicago, Dr, LaZerte 
was promoted to Assistant Professor of Psychology and 
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In Chicago, Dr, LaZerte concentrated on the study 
of statistics and educational psychology, while taking 
only a few education courses, He had by this time deter- 
mined that his approach to teacher training would be based 
On scientific principles of psychology and thus was obtain- 
ing the most relevant preparation that was available. 8 

It was following his successful work in Chicago 
that Dr, LaZerte began to focus his attention on an objec- 
tive that was to characterize his work for the next quar- 
tery centuny; a university training for..all.teachers.~.Since 
the emphasis of his work in the Department of Philosophy 
was on psychology and education, it is not surprising that 
Dr, LaZerte became prominent in the negotiations to open a 


School of Education at the University. 


The Organization of the School of Education 


Before the doors were opened to students in the 

‘School of Education a series of important regulations had 
to be negotiated and approved by the Government and the 
University. The outcome of these delicate negotiations, 
based on the principle of cooperation, had to result in 
policies and regulations which would define and protect 
interests of both parties concerned with the training of 
teachers, in order to assure a basis of harmony and cooper- 
ation in the future, The matter was very complicated and 
progress in the discussions of structure for the School 


again seemed to be very slow, By August, 1928, President 
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Wallace wrote to Mr. MacEachran that the most pressing 
matter at the time was the School of Education, He said, 
"We will endeavor to have consultation with the Department 
of Education in order to hasten the matter before the be- 
ginning of the term, if it is at all possible,"9 

The preliminary work for the establishment of the 
School of Education was undertaken by a joint committee 
composed of appointed members from the University and the 
Department of Education, The committee appointed consis- 
ted of seven members, Dr, Wallace recommended Dean Kerr, 
Dr, MacEachran and Dr, LaZerte to act from the University, 10 
and the Honourable Perren Baker appointed J,A, Smith, 
G.S, Lord and G, Fred McNally to represent the Department,11 
Dr, Wallace accepted the position of chairman of the com- 
mittee for coordinating the teacher training activities of 
the proposed School of Education of the University with 
“the Department of Education,12 This advisory committee 
began to work out the details as to the joint responsibili- 
ties concerning the curricula, practice teaching, and staff 
requirements, 13 The joint committee solved the overall 
administrative problem by the establishment of a new com- 
mittee, As stated in the U of A Calendar of 1929-1939: 

A somewhat novel and very important é6ter in the 

new arrangement involves the establishment of a 

Liaison Committee representing both the Depart- 

ment of Education and the University whose council 

together will provide a most desirable touch be- 


tween the two authorities and maintain, it is 
hoped, a harmony of view and objective in the 
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working out of Coney and practice of the new 
School of Education, 4 


The School was placed under the control of a Senate 
Sonmi CREE. HANG was composed of University staff, members 
of the Alberta Teachers' Alliance and teachers at large,16 
However, all details concerning the administration were 
ratified by the Liaison Committee representing the Univer- 
sity and the Department / The School as formed attained. 
the status of similar schools in the University, namely 
the School of Commerce and the School of Household Econo- 
mics, The School of Education, although having a consid- 
erable amount of independence, fell under the joint De- 
partment of Philosophy, Psychology and Education at the 
University. 

The joint committee was faced with the problem of 
having to determine where the professional training should 
be given in terms of the overall student's university pro- 
gramme and how long the training should be, The A,T,A, 
had published and forwarded to the Minister of Education 
a brief, "Regarding University Training of Teachers," en- 
dorsing a six-year university course leading to a degree 
in Arts and Education,18 The A,T,A, favoured a longer 
training course because of its implications for more 
professional status, However, there was differing opinion 
concerning the degree of integration of Education courses 


within the Arts and Science programme, 
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In a discussion with the Departmental officials 

the main objective that was raised on their part 

had to do with the order of subjects in the 

course, There was a rather pronounced feeling 

that the professional work should be given in 

the final year, the course being virtually a 

degree course followed by a professional year in 

ne University, Their point of importance in 

the matter of criticism was that the course was 

probably not sufficiently intensive in academic 

subjects for the demands of the high school. 

Originally the idea was to consolidate the profes- 
sional and academic training by spreading the professional 
training over the two final years of the five-year course, 
Dr. MacEachran reported, however, "It is now felt that itis 
inadvisable. to do this, and that professional training 
should be confined to the last year of the five-year course,"20 
This programme was five years because it began after grade 
XI, not after grade XII, Dr; LaZerte relates that he did 
not have a definite opinion concerning the position of 
teacher training in the students' programmes, He was sim- 
ply convinced that professional training for teachers at 
the University would be an asset regardless of when it 
was taken,2l1 The Department and the University thus 
reached the agreement that: 

The course in the School of Education will be a 

four-year course for a B,A, degree, followed by 

a professional year which would be given academic 

standing by the Department of Education, 

The School of Education was innovative in teacher 
education in that it was designed to provide professional 


training for graduate students, Education courses were not, 


however, new to the curriculum at the University. As early 
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as 191223 Education courses were offered in the Depart- 
ment of Arts and by 1922,24 the University had established 
the graduate B, Ed. degree for students in Education, The 
B.Ed, degree was, however, a two year degree and included 
a thesis requiwemens, rePriornmtbothL930,tthesholder,of-a 
B.Ed. was not entitled to teach in the public schools with- 
out obtaining from the Government a teaching certificate 
which depended upon the completion of a term at Normal 
School. There was also a M.A, in Education programme 
offered at the University in the Faculty of Arts. The 
new School of Education as designed would not offer a 
degree upon completion of the teacher training but would 
present a joint diploma and certificate to be issued by 
the University and the Department of Education,25 The 
diploma indicated that the student had successfully com- 
pleted the professional year at the School of Education 
‘and the certificate awarded by the Department of Education 
entitled the student to teach in secondary schools in the 
prowvmn cealyeThetfunetionsof sthesSchooly of (Education was 
thus to provide a year of professional training for secondary 
school teachers, The Normal Schools still continued to 
provide training for elementary as well as secondary tea- 
chers, | 
Thexfinstspublic»notice, of; the establishment,,of sche 
School of Education appeared in the press on September 24, 


1928. The column entitled, "School of Education Established 
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at the, University," stated: 


Ttwns announced) lat “the ‘University, that in 
accordance with the decision of the Senate and 

by agreement with the provincial Department of 
Education, a School of Education will be put into 
Operation in the University beginning with the 
presentcsession;s ‘The School of Education will 
provide for courses of instruction especially planned 
to meet the requirements of the school curriculum 

as prescribed by the Department of Education. After 
the attainment of the degree of B.A, or B.Sc. in 
Artsica fifth year of professional training will 
follow. When the latter is completed the student © 
will be entitled to the academic certificate 

granted by the Department of Education, The 

various honours courses will also be regarded as 
qualifying for the professional year leading to 

the teaching diploma. The professional year, just 
alluded to, will be given for the first time 

in the session of 1929-30, 


As far as Alberta is concerned, teaching now takes 
its place with its great sister professions of 
Medicine, Law, Engineering, SPER aay, etc. 

in the provincial University, 46 


Official notice that the University and Depart- 
ment of Education were embarking on a new programme for 
graduate students was forthcoming from the Board of Gover- 
nors ateithei University) the Stpervisor of "Schools ‘and the 
Deputy Minister of Education. The Board of Governors of 
the University of Alberta issued the following statement 
in tts 1928-1929 report: 


For several years the need had been great for a 
special training school for university graduates 
who desired to qualify for high school teaching 
and negotiations had been in progress with a 

view to setting up a School of Education under 
the auspices of the University. During the year 
in review all questions in the matter of qualifi- 
cations and certification of teachers were referred 
to a committee on which officers of the Depart- 
ment and the University were jointly represented 
and the detailed curriculum, as submitted by the 
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Senate Committee of the School of Education was 
approved by the Senate of the University. The 

way was accordingly clear at the end of the acade- 
mic year, 1929-1930, to proceed to the work of 

a professional year at the School of Education, and 
as well, to. the directing,of courses, for the degree 
of B.A. and B.Sc. of students who intend after 
graduating to take the year of professional training 
under the School of Education, It is a pleasure 

to record the sympathetic cooperation of the Depart- 
ment of Education in the somewhat delicate nego- 
tiations leading to the establishment of the School 
of Education, With the new Normal School situated 
on the University grounds and within a short dis- 
tance of the University buildings, it 1s expected 
there will be the closest cooperation in the work 

of training teachers in the Normal School and in 

the School of Education, It is important that a 
sense of unity be maintained in the profession, 

even though the training be carried on, for ele- 
mentary school teaching and for high school teach- 
ing under independent authorities.</ 


G. Fred McNally, Supervisor of Schools for the De- 
partment of Education, issued the following statement in 
the Annual Provincial Reports 

For several years there has been discussion of plans 

looking toward a more adequate preparation of tea- 

chers for the secondary schools, As a result of a 

series of conferences held in the fall, it has been 

definitely arranged that the University will estab- 
lish the necessary organization for such training 
during the early part of next year, An advisory 
committee, with President Wallace as chairman, will 
work out the details as to curricula, Bee es and 

staff requirements during the winter ,2 

J.T, Ross, Deputy Minister, confirmed the decision 
of the Government and stated that classes would begin in 
the autumn of 1929.29 

The legal question had been settled; the preparations 
for the opening of the School were thrust upon the staff 


at the University. They endeavored to complete the various 


details during the summer months of 1928, but the enormity 
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of the task was greatly underestimated and the preliminary 
plans to open the School at the beginning of the fall term 
had.to be changed, When the School did not open as planned, 
the Board of Governors issued the following statement con- 
cerning the delay: 
The School of Education which was constituted under 
the Faculty of Arts and Science for the professional 
training of teachers was unable, for a variety of 
reasons, to get underway, will however, it is fully 
expected, be in full activity with the opening of | 
the coming season, 3 
The question as to which students would be eligible 
to enrol in the School of Education was also considered by 
the education committee, As previously stated, the School 
was designed for graduates, so One prerequisite for en- 
rolment was the possession of a Bachelor's degree, How- 
ever, this stipulation did not mean that entrance simply 
depended upon a Bachelor's degree, A potential candidate 
was expected to have completed the following prerequisite 
courses in the undergraduate years: Philosophy 2, Psy- 
chology 51, and Philosophy 51,31 This, of course, necessi- 
tated an understanding on the part of a student during the 
undergraduate years that the student intended to enrol in 
the School of Education following graduation, The Uni- 
versity officials recognized this potential problem and 
attempted to develop a guidance procedure for students in 
the undergraduate years, The University Calendar thus 


stated, "The programme of studies of each student, from the 


second year on will be mapped out with a view to making his 
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whole course a systematic and cohesive preparation in scope 
and subject matter for the work of teaching in the schools 
of the province," 32 

The situation still occurred, however, that students 
were not fully aware of course responsibilities prior to 
thermeenrolment-in the School of “Education, “*Inva*Faculity 
of Education meeting in 1935, Dr, Wallace attempted to 
rectify this confusion: 

In view of the fact that the School of Education is 

getting little or no opportunity to advise students 

before they actually enrol in the School of Educa- 

tion, Dr, Wallace suggested that either a circular 

be distributed among the students early next ses- 

sion or that an article be written for the Gate- 

way setting forth the facts which students should 

have regarding pre-requisites, courses and certi- 

fication, 33 

The problem was compounded by the fact that many 
students transferred to the University of Alberta from other 
universities, making prerequisites difficult to administer, 
In order to ease the problem, the staff suggested and ap- 
proved the following requirements: 

Moved by M,E, LaZerte, seconded by Dr. Macdonald 

that Philosophy 2 be no longer required as a pre- 

requisite to the School of Education, 

Moved by M.E, LaZerte and seconded by Dr, Mac- 

donald that the prerequisites to the School of Ed- 


ucation be Psychology 51 and Philosophy 51, 54, 
pepe Neth 4 


Operation of the School of Education 


The School of Education opened its doors in October 


of 1929.35 pr, LaZerte, the Director of the School, was 


of 
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the driving force behind the School, illustrating by his 
action that he was a human dynamo at undertaking and com- 
pleting any work he faced,36 Dr, LaZerte had completed 
his M,A, and B, Ed, at the University of Alberta in the 
years 192537 and 192738 respectively, He completed his 
Ph.D, at Chicago in 1927 and returned to the University 
of Alberta where the next few years of his life became a 
story of success and promotion in the field of teacher 
education, 

In 1927-1928, Dr, LaZerte was promoted from lec- 

turer in Philosophy to Assistant Professor of 

Philosophy?9the following year to Associate 

Professor of Psychology and Education,49 and 

in 1931, to the rank of Professor,41 In 1934, 

he became head_of the newly-formed Department 

of Education, 

LaZerte's achievements were reflected in the suc- 
cess of the new School, By 1934, when Education had be- 
come a separate department in the Faculty of Arts, Lazerte 
found the resultant amount of autonomy over the affairs 
of the Education programme a welcome change #3 Ever since 
the conception of the idea that teachers should be trained 
in the university there had been some opposition from with- 
in the Faculty of Arts, Some instructors could not under- 
stand the importance of Education or the future implications 
that university-prepared teachers would have for education. 
It was known by LaZerte that certain Arts instructors were 


encouraging graduates to go to Normal School rather than 


to the School of Education because the course at Normal 


It 
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School was considered to be less difficult, At 
departmental meetings, the Arts and Science representa-— 
tives were often indignant whenever references were made 
to. the word, "Education", 

The relationship between the School of Education 
and the Faculty of Arts and Science was thus not always 
cordial, Dr. LaZerte related that the Dean of Arts at one 
time attempted to abolish one of the original prerequisites, 
Psychology 51, or Philosophy 51, The School of Education 
tenaciously defended its standards for admission and thus 
at this time no changes were made, 44 

The Faculty of Arts also revealed its dominance 
when it refused to accept the proposal of a double honours 
programme which Dr, LaZerte felt would be most beneficial 
to a teacher who more than likely would be assigned to 
a rural one-room school, The Faculty resisted this move, 
although LaZerte related that this decision was crucial 
to the eventual establishment of the Faculty of Education,45 
If the double honours programme had been accepted, the 
Faculty of Education would have been a long time in coring. 
As it was, the stand taken by the Faculty of Arts convinced 
Dr, LaZerte that a Faculty of Education with complete autonomy 
was not only desirable but necessary,46 

Two other professors made major contributions to 
the School of Education in its formative years, Dr, H,E, 


Smith joined the staff of the School in 1929, He, along 
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with LaZerte, formed the core of instructors who taught 
throughout the years of the School of Education's existence, 
Smith was cast into the role as Interim Director when LaZerte 
was absent for a few months because of illness in 1932.47 
Dr, J. Macdonald, a staff member in the Philosophy De- 
partment, was the third part-time staff member of the School 
of Education, He concentrated on the prescribed philosophy 
courses in the School of Education programme until 1935, 
To complement the work of these staff members, the School 
also enlisted the help of demonstrators who came to the 
University from high schools in the city school system, 
Each teacher demonstrated his or her methods of instruction 
in a particular subject, 

The committee on Education recommended that the 
courses in the professional year be as follows: 

Education 54, History and Philosophy of Education, 

Education 58, Science and Practice of Teaching, 

Psychology 55, Educational Psychology. 

Education 59, Educational Adminis tration 

There were also to be selected short courses in 

special areas such as music, art, geography, 

and agriculture, 48 

Macdonald was assigned Education 54; H,E, Smith 
Education 59; Dr, LaZerte Psychology 55; and H,E, Smith 
and Dr, LaZerte were jointly responsible for Education 
58,49 As J.W, Chalmers relates, much of the teaching, 
even most of it, was done by the high school teachers, 


In 1935, several changes were made in the pro- 


gramme, Psychology 55 was replaced by Psychology 56 with 
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Dr. LaZerte still the instructor, Macdonald, who taught 
Education 54 until 1935, was replaced by Dr, LaZerte and 
H.E, Smith for the 1935-36 term, The course was finally 
taken over by HE, Smith for the 1936-37 term and thereafter ,° 
One of the major problems faced by the School was 
that of space, The School was housed for a short time in 
1929 in a second floor corner of the Arts Building,?l 
TheLoSIeeiTttmoved=antoest Joseph’ s¥College! (lecture room, 
library and office) ,°2 This space remained the administra- 
tive headquarters of the School throughout the 1930's, 
There was, however, another teacher education institution 
on the University campus, In 1929, the new ultra-modern 
Edmonton Normal School was opened, Except for a two-year 
period from September, 1933, until September, 1935, the 
Edmonton Normal School remained open until it was absorbed 
by the University of Alberta in 1945.53 The closure of the 
Normal School for two years was necessitated by economic 
and political considerations, During this period the 
Government had requested that the University submit a 
recommendation for use of the new Normal School, 24 Even 
while the Normal School was in operation there was more 
than adequate space for Normal School students, Thus in 
1931, Dr, Wallace informed the Education Committee that 
certain spare rooms in the Normal School were being offered 
for the accommodation of students in the School of Education, 


Some practical difficulties in the way of such arrangements 
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were pointed out and the matter was left for further 
consideration,55 The School of Education thus carried on 


in its cramped quarters at St, Joseph's College, 56 


Student Enrolment and Activity 


Enrolment in the School of Education was restricted 
on the following basis: according to the 1929-30 Calendar, 
"The academic certificate will be awarded upon the success- 
ful completion of a.course ‘terminating five years after 
junior matriculation or four years after senior matricula- 
tion,"2/7 As was to be expected, the initial enrolment in 
the professional year was small, G, Fred McNally reported 
that about seventy students enrolled in one or more courses 
in the School of Education but the majority of these stu- 
dents were taking Education courses as options or as re- 
quirements to meet their B.Ed, 8 At the 1930 convocation, 
seven students received their diplomas and high school 
teacher's certificates, thus becoming the first graduates 
from the School of Education, 29 

The enrolment at the School did not increase as 
rapidly as was first anticipated by the University. For 
the ten year period between 1930 and 1940, the enrolment 
varied from a low of seven to a high of forty-five students 
in 193760 (Chart p.192)., During this period enrolments 
at the Normal Schools were high, a statistic which aggra- 


vated a grievance held by the School of Education toward 
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teacher training policy. The following situation, which 
now appears as being gravely unjust, existed: Any graduate 
from a Normal School was licensed to teach in any grade 

if the graduate received a first class certificate, Gradu- 
ates of the School of Education were restricted to the 
secondary grades, Thus it was a decided advantage for 
prospective teachers to enter the Normal School directly 
from high school rather than to enrol in an undergraduate 
degree before entering the School of Education, It was 
even advantageous to attend Normal School after a B,A, 

The crippling teacher shortage of the twenties and 
the devastation of the depression on the economic base of 
the country caused the officials of the Department and the 
University to reexamine the policy of certifying teachers, 
At a meeting of the joint committee on the School of Edu- 
cation in May, 1930, it was agreed: 

To protect the students now graduating from the 

School of Education by allowing them to obtain 

a temporary elementary school certificate for the 

years 1930-31, if they successfully completed an 

approved course in the 1930 summer session con- 
ducted by the Department of Education, this cer- 

tificate to be valid for one year only, 61 

The Provincial Government had been unable by this 
time to put into effect consolidation legislation so the 
majority of schools in the province were rural one room 
schools consisting of grades one to twelve, This situation 


made it extremely difficult for a teacher certified for 


only secondary grades to be assimilated into the school 
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systems of the province, The A,T,A,, realizing this prob- 
lem, attempted to change the situation through a resolution 


ntaOs 2) 


Whereas, a teacher holding a university degree 
and a certificate from the School of Education 
may Only teacher Grades VII to XII; 


Therefore be it resolved, that the Minister be 
urged to provide means whereby School of Education 
graduates may extend their qualifications so_as 

to render them eligible to teach all grades, 62 


Normal School graduates and University graduates 
were both allowed to teach in the high schools of the 
province, although Normal School graduates were obligated 
to complete two summer sessions under the School of Educa- 
tion before being issued the high school teacher's certi- 
ficate, President Wallace explained the situation in a 
letter to MawRoss sinerlo33: 


I have gone more fully into the matter which you 
raised with me after the Senate meeting this week 
endarbindsthateihis eredtie rsittuation<as.1it.is working 
out between the School of Education and the Depart-— 
ment of Education, The students who now take Nor- 
mal School may obtain their first class certificate 
in the usual way and there is no statutory restric- 
tion against their teaching in any grade in any 
school, They may not, however, obtain the high 
school teacher's certificate without two summer 
sessions under the School of Education, There will 
therefore be both the students with the high school 
teacher's certificate and the students who have no 
certificate in the high schools,63 


In a Faculty of Education meeting in.1934, Dr, LaZerte 
asked if, in the case of students with high undergraduate 
records, any exceptions should be made to the regulations 


that only graduates be admitted to the School of Education, 
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The committee felt strongly that the regulations should 

be as laid down,®4 fhis suggests that the University edu- 
cators realized that the Normal Schools had a distinct 
advantage in drawing students, but also demonstrates the 
University's resolve to maintain high standards, even at 
the expense of losing prospective students, 

The critical shortage of qualified high school 
teachers became a political issue prior to the 1935 Alberta 
election, The School of Education was caught in the posi- 
tion of trying to improve and maintain standards while 
still providing teachers to meet the demand, The Social 
Credit platform of 1935 read: 

Our schools should at once be made to supply 

the training the New Social Order demands, Up 

to the present the University requirements for 

an academic preparation has predominated (sic) 

our educational system, Only a small pensentage 

of our students ever enter university, ®©5 

It appeared that a Social Credit Government would 
demand radical changes in the preparation of teachers with 
the University being the most vulnerable element, As it 
turned out, however, the new Premier of the province, William 
Aberhart, asked G, Fred McNally for his advice as to how 
to deal with education, Mr, McNally suggested the following: 

First a reorganization of the rural school districts 

into large units of administration, Second, more 

money for teachers' salaries and some distributions 
of grants that would result in equalization of 

opportunity. Third, some plan to bring all teacher 
education tinder the jurisdiction of the University 


and so increase the prestige of the teaching pro- 
fession, 66 
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The work of the School of Education thus gained sup- 
port and it was just a matter of time before a more concrete 
division of labor was achieved between the Normal Schools 
and the School of Education, The roles were more clearly 
defined when the following resolution was unanimously 
passed by the University Liaison Committee on January 21, 
Lo36 = 

That on and after January 1, 1937, the High 

School Teacher's Certificate to be the only 

certificate authorizing the holder to teach in 

grades XI or XII in the Province of Alberta, 67 

New optimism was found among the School of Edu- 
cation authorities, In 1937, the following statement 
was made in the Faculty Report: 

Now that the Normal Schools are not certifying 

beyond grade IX it is expected that the number 

of students entering the School of Education 

will greatly increase during the next few years ,68 

A check of the enrolment figures will show, however, 
that enrolment did not increase and the School of Education 
was unable to supply the large number of high school tea- 
chers needed by Alberta's schools, The problem was traced 
back to registration regulations which stated that only 
graduates could enter the School of Education, In effect, 
then, only university graduates were certified to teach 
high school, The great need for teachers necessitated a 
relaxation of this regulation, The change came when the 


entire School of Education was being reorganized, 


The reorganization of the School of Education at 
the University of Alberta as a College of Education 
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with increased staff, will greatly improve the 
facilities for training high school teachers, 

Since graduates of the Normal Schools are not now 
qualified to offer instruction in grades XI and XII, 
a larger responsibility falls on the College of 
Education to supply the demand for teachers of 
secondary schools, The requirement of a Bache- 
lor's degree before admission to the College of 
Education undoubtedly produces a high quality of 
teacher, but an insufficient number, The Com- 
mittee on Certification has therefore recommended 
some changes in the regulations governing certi- 
fication, whereby persons having at lease one year's 
training in the Faculty of Arts and Science may be 
enrolled for training at the College of Education, 69 


student’ Teaching and) Research Projects 

The students in the School of Education had a varied 
course of study, M,E, LaZerte, H,E, Smith and the students 
carried out six major surveys of schools in the Edmonton 
area, /0 

Survey of Schools at Fort Saskatchewan - 1931 

Survey of Schools at Stony Plain —- 1932 

Survey of Schools at Bruderheim - 1933 

Survey of Schools at Lamont - 1934 

Survey of Schools at Leduc - 1935 

Survey of Schools at Ponoka - 1936 

The surveys were statistical analyses of the facili- 
ties, mental abilities and student achievements in the 
various schools, The students in the School of Education 
prepared the tests, marked the papers and checked results 
by giving many of the tests in Edmonton schools,/71l 

The practical aspect of teacher training was also 
emphasized in the School of Education, A liberal amount 


of time was devoted to observation and practice teaching 


under the direction of the School of Education with its 
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group of demonstrators selected from the high school etate. (2 
Dr, LaZerte related that in his estimation the best teacher 
education provided by the University was in the initial 
years of the School of Education where the students began 
student teaching two weeks after they began and taught all 
day Tuesday and Thursday, They were assigned to special- 
ists in their field and learned teaching as a practical 
experience,/3 In 1931, Dr, LaZerte reported: 

Students of the current year are specializing more 

than formerly, They are doing the major part of 

their practice teaching with two demonstrators, 

Few students have taught less than three subjects, 

Reports from fifteen students are on the desk at 

the time of writing. Of the fifteen teachers 

reporting, four have taught in two subjects, five 

in three subjects, five in four subjects, four 

in four subjects and one in five subjects of the 

high school course,/4 

However, there were problems in carrying out the 
practical aspects of teacher education, In 1933, the Director 
of the School of Education explained how practice teaching 
had been conducted to date and the difficulties that had 
arisen during that season, After reading the communication 
received from the Edmonton Public School Teachers' Associa- 
tion, he moved that the committee instruct him to communicate 
with the Edmonton Schoo] Board asking that the School of 
Education be placed on the same footing as the Normal School 
with respect to practice teaching facilities in the elemen- 
tary grades,/75 The facilities of the School of Education 


were inferior to. the facilities of the Normal School with 


regard to direct observation and teaching. The modern 
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Normal School had practice teaching classrooms with obser- 
vation decks to permit group learning within the fa Clic. 
Dr. LaZerte made a request to President Kerr for facilities 
where the entire class may be kept together during these 
periods. He stated, "We should have facilities for work- 
ing with grades I to XII. If we do not get grades I to XII 
we certainly should have grades VII to XII Peelusz Ves. 
He suggested using grades X, XI and XII in Garneau High 
School in the way he suggested, which would necessitate 
altering one room to convert it into a yaettoercda observation 
room, 76 

In 1938, Dr. LaZerte suggested an additional plan Co 
develop more adequately prepared teachers, The desirability 
of proceeding to rural schools for one or two weeks of 
observation and practice teaching was discussed, It was 
moved by Dr. LaZerte and seconded by Dr. Smith, tat tne 
School of Education make arrangements, if possible, for 
some rural practice teaching during the coming year ,// Phas 
decision was reached at a time when the Camrose Normal School 
was being closed, As a result, all teacher training was 
restricted to Calgary and Edmonton, and the feeling was 
that the rural dimension of teacher experience was being 
neglected, 

Dr. Lazerte and Dr, Smith carried a remarkable work 
load and yet were always open to innovative ideas for im- 


proving the quality of teacher education - even at the 
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expense of increasing their own workload, In 1938, it was 
reported: 

This, veawoO0r, Smith 1s. taking.a class ian.So- 

cial Studies, Grade X, at Garneau High School, 

and Dr, LaZerte one in Mathematics, Grades X and 

XI at Strathcona, In this connection each tea- 

cher-in-training is responsible for the coaching 

and remedial instruction of certain pupils, thus 

getting a contact with the Rage school work 

which was impossible before, / 

This was a most practical method of providing the. 
necessary experience for prospective teachers but required 


a great deal of work on the part of the professors, 


Evaluation of the School of Education 

The School of Education at the University of Alberta 
was the forerunner of greater things in teacher education 
in the province... In a period.of fifteen years. the-status 
@f the School, of, Bducation. changed. to, that. of a.college. and 
fapali va co. a waciity « ne old School Oofehducarion dids not 
cease to exist, Rather it gained more prominence and sta- 
Eus under a-new. title. of College., .The.Schooh,. it, appeared, 
had outgrown its role in teacher education and it began to 
receive criticism from advocates of grander schemes for 
teacher training,  John.Barnett,.the.first General Secre- 
tary of the Alberta Teachers' Association, had continually 
advocated greater things for the University in teacher 
eee ace 

Th dJune,..1938. an A,7.A, Magazinge.editorial,py 


Barnett entitled, "Why No Faculty?" stirred 
up a controversy over the matter, Six months 
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later another editorial entitled, "A Faculty 
of Education Needed," criticized the School of 
Education as being inadequate, 


Faculty status was, however, not to be forthcoming 
at, this time.) [nstead, the School of Education gave rise 
to the College of Education with Dr, LaZerte chosen to act 
as Principal, President Kerr announced the change in very 
optimistic fashion: 


It is my belief that a very important step in 

the evolution of this University was taken when 
the Senate and Board of Governors by concurrent 
action in the autumn of 1939 raised the status of 
Pheasschool of Education to that of a College of 
Education, The Board subsequently promoted Dr, 
M.E. LavZerte, hitherto Director of the School of 
Bdveacron, scOntne sPrincipalshap of the: College 

and authorized the appointment to the teaching 
etate of an add1eional professor in the person 

CE Dre Kennertneargue san .1.0.D Be Scholar icom this 
University who has had extended graduate study in 
the field of education both in Europe and in the 
United States, All action has been taken after 
friendly consultation with the representatives of 
the Alberta Teachers’ Association and with cordial 
approval and support of the Provincial Depart- 
ment of Education, The College of Education will 
begin its official life with the opening of the 
coming autumn term, 


The first chapter in the story of teacher training 
at the University of Alberta was thus completed by 1939. 
It was a pioneering story, the story of an institution that 
had’ a meagre beginning during the 1930's but persevered to- 
ward the heights that Dr, LaZerte and his staff had envisioned 
at its conception, Greater things lay ahead for the new 
College of Education although a world-wide catastrophe, 
this time in the form of war, not depression, had to be 


coped with by the struggling College. Modifications had 
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CHAPTER IV 


FOOTNOTES 


Interview with Dr,LaZerte in Edmonton, April 
10m LOT 2: 
The exposure of LaZerte to Charles Judd in Chicago in 
1920 changed his outlook with regard to school inspection, 
He began to emphasize the role of testing in his inspector- 
ate particularly in the areas of reading, language and 
arithmetic, The relationship between educational psychol- 
ogy and methodology ultimately influences his decision to 
enter the field of teacher education, As an inspector he 
was unable to have as much influence on the development of 
teachers as the new position in the University was able to 
provide, He found that he also had to gain acceptance for 
his new ideas from very conservative officials of the Depart- 
ment, The fact that he was occasionally successful is illus- 
trated by the reaction of John Ross, the Deputy Minister of 
Education, to a paper presented by LaZerte on the topic 
"testing," Ross's only congratulatory comment was, "LaZerte, 
I see you did not lose your head," 


: Letter written to President Tory from Professor 
MacEachran on August 21, 1924, Tory Papers, 402-1-(N), 
University of Alberta Archives, MacEachran wrote: 

I beg to hand you herein the resignation of 
Assistant Professor MacPhee, The salary and increased fac- 
ilities offered by the University of Toronto make it impos- 
sible to do other than recommend acceptance of this resig- 
nation, 

I beg to recommend the appointment of M,E, 
LaZerte as lecturer in the Department of Philosophy, Mr, 
LaZerte is an honours graduate in Mathematics of the Univ- 
ersity of Toronto, He has had teaching experience in 
Ontario and Alberta and since 1913 has been inspector of 
schools in Alberta, For one winter he attended special 
classes in Edmonton offered by the university to the teach- 
ers, He also took one summer session in the University of 
Chicago, Mr, LaZerte proposes to do further work in psych- 
Ology and education in this University and take two quart- 
ers in Chicago next summer, He plans to continue his 
post-graduate work until he completes his PH,D Mr, LaZerte's 
experience in teaching and inspecting in Alberta will in 
my judgement make him specially competent to continue the 
work with the teachers which we have been doing during the 
past few years, The salary recommended is $2100, 


. Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 
ss ap ARS ree 
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7 Ibid., LaZerte stated that Professor MacEach- 
ran assured him that when the Ph. D. study was completed 
they would simply shake hands on the arrangement which 
was worked out between them, 


2 ina 
rear 


University of Alb»rta.Calendars, 1925,1926,1927 


rntervrew with Dr “haZerte in Hkdmonton } April 
8, to97e2 Hazertevstudied statistics and psychology under 


the prominent psychologist, Thurstone, He was also exposed 
to classes offered by Carr, Judd, Parker, Buzzwell and 
Freeman In summarizing the graduate programmes offered 


in the United States, LaZerte revealed one significant 
point. In the United States the greatest emphasis in 
graduate work was designed for teachers in elementary 
education The reasons for the prominence of elementary 
teachers in graduate work were: elementary teachers were 
receiving lower renumeration for their work and thus they 
wanted to improve their financial status; high school teach- 
ers generally assumed they knew it all and graduate work 

for them was considered a waste of time, 


? President's Papers, Department of Philosophy 
file, University of Alberta Archives, Letter from 
President Wallace to Dr, MacEachran, August 30, 1928. 

In an interview with LaZerte on February 15, 
1972, he stated that Dr, MacEachran was the chief arch- 
itect behind the eventual formation of the School of 
Education, Other officials such as Tory and Wallace were 
not part of the negotiating team, but rather were the 
senior officials who ultimately had to seal the decisions 
with their signatures, G,Fred McNally was not favorably 
disposed to the idea and caused the negotiations to 
progress very slowly. 


10 President's Papers, File 68-1, University of 
Alberta Archives, Letter from President Wallace to 
Perren Baker, December 3, 1928, 


td Ibid., Letter from Perren Baker to President 
Wallace, January 8, 1929, 


le Ibid,, Letter from President Wallace to Perren 
Baker, January 10, 1929, 
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te George Mann, "Alberta's Normal Schools," M.Ed, 
thesis, UniversaeysotmAlberta, 1961, p.l27-28. 
The agenda of the Joint Committee meeting of 
April 20, 1929, considered the following points, 
1. Professional subjects of the teacher training course, 
2. Provision for special short courses in penmanship, art 
music, geography and agriculture, 
3, Practice teaching in the elementary and secondary school 
grades, 


. Types of certificates to be granted, viz, academic,special- 


ist standing for honours students, certificates for teach- 


ers of special subjects, 
Beeopecial provisions ingthe School sof Education. tor 

a) honours students 

b) teachers holding first or second class professional 

certificates, 

The Agenda is taken from the President's Papers, Joint 
Committee on the School of Education File, University of 
Alberta Archives, 


te University of Alberta Calendar, 1929-30, p.92, 


GTS Palsleye- ney cee 


a8 President's Papers, Faculty of Education File, 
University of Alberta Archives, 


up University of Alberta Calendar, 1930-31, p.89. 


re PeOvaatt, 2 lhe houcat onal Contributions of HYyC, 
Newland," Unpublished M,Ed, thesis, University of Alberta, 
MEST AO) Vem ghe 


President's Papers, School of Education File, 
Loo, sepremben sla n.nlo2e8s 


a Senate minutes, University of Alberta, February 
1929, University of Alberta Archives, p.185, 
In the Senate Minutes, May 28, 1928, the Commit- 
tee on the Professional Training of Teachers outlined the 
course programme for an education student, 
lst year- as per calendar-(six subjects and Physical. Educ- 
ation) 

2nd year- as per calendar-(five subjects and Physical Educ- 

- ation) with Philosophy 2-Introduction to General 

and Social Psychology-—compulsory. 

3rd year- Philosophy 51-(History of Philosophy) 
Psychology 51-(General and Experimental Psychology) 
Two Senior Options, 
Art, 


| ' ‘e027 ar See a 


j ( ’ i jy et A oe i. 
id f 7 ra i+4 : 


a2 sided ed _ 
aa. SIMA to ytte: a 

Lou 

oF 

Sit 

























wz 


G sAz. 2c | shiees ya 

2 off3. iSsehlines 

+ ef 36 epoetdve f 

wI5 aqidansmna ma noi eeauneon gd zona ieivege 20% ne bs a 
a .sttsivatups bas vaqe spO9p .< foun 
. foorioa visinopsa Sns yassmemeais sdy ar priideast ap. os xd 
gg BEDSID 

-l[setsses .scimebs 7: siv ,bsaasxp od od setsok?idwes 30 —&9¢ ae 

ssea3 xOt aecnottiazas .syneboesys e2eonor 10% piri breve Je 

y sioshdoea [Bi590 25 7 XO. axe tae 

incu isauhS to fonde® eft ef -eqed aivoud pio q ale 


ajneiuive smettas 
£. 
htanrd aft word apes ak ahoopA, 


veaibled atentaéed 
aes not Fa a 
So ‘q noldsoubs to. foodne efd do ee27k sie 
pevirors. sdxediA A 


= 


: 7 — a 
2 * ey 
ac (tt ef: 
ie f beat 


7 ti ol a r 
SYA sariyreaLlA Fo Waseaz 
or A ; fe or ; ™ By ey e*) g sy aii A ae ys ie1eVviAv 


° . “2 - 
) HH to eric tiNnOD Leanellsowyod. enh” j retvo. q , 


69 on U .piasds be .M bedatic qa *,bnal 
- ey Pa f 
er 
= ea ’ bd — nad 
, eli eon +c ) 2 ,ersqge’d 2’ Jnsh pease ; 
GSer S$] *s=dmaesaqead 
, ce 


t. 
5 ; : ... 
Yx50xds’? ,stsodlA 26 Yyoiexusvial ,2cdpihim ejenee ~~ 






-<Jdimmod 4aa9 (B8@L \.85) vam... asaonar 296059 
“. Rt sian Sead Igno Bretoset Jo paknare iT Lenotgestara s 
~7n9hete fot tYenibs, Af. 32° sme 
ei iestekas: bas aineCdua, *£) —sebos Ls mt 
ate vo Te ak 7 





89 


4th year- Psychology 55-(Educational Psychology) 
Two Senior Options, 
Education 56-(Educational Administrations-—Comp- 
arative Education and Elementary 
School Subjects) 
Education 58-(Science and Practice Teaching, Pt,1, 
Elementary School Subjects) 
5th year- Education 54-(History and Philosophy of Education) 
Education 57-—(Educational Administration, Second- 
ary School Administration, Hygiene, 
and School Law) 
Education 58-(Science and Practice of Teaching, 
Pt.2, Secondary School Subjects) 
Two Senior Options, 


In the UofA Calendar, 1929-30, there was an explanation 
given for the structure of the students' programme, The 
Education Committee came up with several recommendations 
concerning curriculum and prescribed pre-requisites for 
students which it presented to the Senate Committee for 
ratification, One very important consideration dealt with 
the question of restricting education courses to the pro- 
fessional year, It had first been intended to spread the 
professional training over the final two years of the 
course, While from the theoretical point of view, excel- 
lent arguments can be adduced in favor of this plan, there 
were several serious practical difficulties in the way of 
its adoption, It was decided, therefore, after a thorough 
discussion of the question by the parties concerned, to 
concentrate all of the professional work in one session- 
the academic year following the attainment of the Bachelor's 
degree, 


au 
iy, LOI 2, 


Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 


we President's Papers, School of Education File, 
1931, University of Alberta Archives, Meeting of the 
Department of Education and the University committee on 
School of Education, September 22, 1928, 


a H.T,Coutts and B,E,Walker, "The Faculty of Educ- 
ation at the University of Alberta," School Progress, 33:3]l- 
37, September, 1964, p.3l. 

In the Senate Minutes of the University, 1911, 
further recommendations were made: that the subject of Educ- 
ation be added to the course of study of the third and four- 
th years, adding it under Group A-Senior Courses; that the 
subject of Psychology be added to make provision for the 
teaching of the same, 

The idea as presented in addresses by President 
Tory, Mr, McCaig, Principal Dyde and others was to give a 
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philosophical course for Education in keeping with the 
historical training for law, and science training for Med- 
icine. | 

It was moved by Dr. Tory, Seconded by Mr, McKenzie 
that a committee consisting of three representatives of the 
Senate and two representatives of the Faculty be appointed 
to confer with the Education Department as to sheet (2) i.e., 
the professional training of teachers, 


: Senate eens University of Alberta, University 
of Alberta Archives, 922, 

From the Senate minutes of 1922, the following 
information is given, The institution of a course leading 
to the degree of Bachelor of Education has been approved 
by the General Faculty Council, The city teachers had 
shown evidence of interest in courses in Philosophy and 
Education given after school hours, and had requested an 
advanced course leading to a degree, Under this arrange- 
ment the Bachelor of Education might be obtained one year 
after the Master's degree, and students might proceed to 
Edinburgh University and obtain their Doctor's degree in 
one year after qualifying for the B,Ed, 


- Minutes of the Faculty of Education, 1930-31, 
University of Alberta Archives, 


“7 President's Papers, School of Education File, 
1931, University of Alberta Archives, Notice sent to the 
Press, September 24, 1928, 


ef Report of the Board of Governors, University of 
Alberta, 1928-29, p.,43. 


oe Alberta, Department. of Education, Annual Report, 
I92e,p slo, 


Report written by G,Fred McNally, Supervisor of Schools, 
Province of Alberta, 


SLAP wiley syealle ie 


a0 Report of the Board of Governors, University of 
Alberta, 1928-29, p.28. 
Also found in the Senate Reports of the University of Alberta, 
1928-1932, University of Alberta Archives, p.79., 


a Minutes of the Faculty of Education, 1929-1946, 
University of Alberta Archives, March 11, 1929, 
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sa University of Alberta Calendar, 1929-30, UofA 
Archives, p.9l. 


=e Manutes of the Faculty of Education, University 
of Alberta Archives, May 2, 1935, 


a Minutes of the Faculty of Education, University 
of Alberta Archives, December 3, 1935, 


39 Alberta, Department of Education, Annual Report, 
digerp 2 Foes @ pel Yi i 
36 


McDougall wrote,"That when Dr, LaZerte went into 
action he was a nuclear powered human dynamo," The First 


Romy Weatisosd 927ed96i7ne pt 5e 


yl 
Fifteenth Annual Convocation, University of 
ALverwa, May, “927. 


a8 peventeentn Annual Convocation, University of 
Alberta, May, 1927; 


Fé Senate Reports, University of Alberta, 1928- 
32. Faculty of Arts and Science Annual Report, 1927-28, 
Pp 


ae Report of the Board of Governors, University of 
Alberta AMarcha 347 choO2bip.ec. 


Pring 1990-38) 5.6. 


10 nig 1934-3535p 1: 


a3 Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, April 


8,410/2. 

It is interesting to note that although the 
Faculty of Arts and Science generally had a low opinion of 
the School of Education, the members of the School were 
often chosen for prominent positions, Gilles was appoint- 
ed Director of Summer School, Sparby, University Provost, 
and Maimie Simpson the University Dean of Women, 

On page 60 of the Evergreen and Gold, (UofA Stu- 
dents' Yearbook), 1931-32, the following comment is found, 
Although the School of Education has been in existence but 
three years, it has awarded the I,0,D,E, scholarship the 
previous session, and the same honour has been bestowed 
upon a member of the current class, Mr. Ken Argue, 





fe 


AtoW ,0&-eSeL ,isbasls) SstisdlA te yot 


yiterevinU .aoitsoubs to yJdivoet 


gg 73209 a3 
ysiarevinU ,notsjsouba to yituost odd 0. aguas *oog5 GAR, 
feel (|£ wedmsoed \sevidork etxedLA to 


.txreges# LsunnAé ,noissouba Yo sg Abi ry .edxedtA ee “LA, 30 
: alg Ser 

Dh +) iae 

ot ae rr 33 


ojni jasw sa7sSsd .10 aedw gsAaT”, sJoxw Ligspuotiom y 
12849 sap " -omBniy ngs ngs betawoq 3691504 5 a6w 6a Ad. 
-48.q ,So@l-"sel eise¥ ys 
| E Lv a AAVDe 
to ysieievinU ,noisscsovnoD isunnA d3nessitit a. 3 ‘hog 
.TkeL ,ysM cee © 


fo ysrerevinU ,noidssovnoed feunnk finesingvsé 
“Veer” vem ,sixedLA 


-8S°I ,si19dL4 io yilerisvinU ,estegeA eished 
,8S-TSel ,J10g8A [sunnd anneise bas e324 to yiiuoet mS 

| -fL.g 

to ytietevinU ,atonievod to hirs0d siz to 3x 
.9.9,88@L .[€ doxseM ,sd2edia 


.8.q se-nber sss = ee 
. , Sh 
V.q ,SE=KEOr ,  biedt net 
| ; Fl aes 
Lixga fod neMbE ni styeSsi .10 djiw weivisdat ek. 5 
| -S¥er ,& 


edi dpyorndis ist edton o3 grisestesiai ef #1 
to pong 3 wol s bsr yilstenep ran ol 
bar tipnaeaties ifs ane tdsouba : 





> 


BE Lev Gotti - 


RE etn 


qg o> ig oe) 


fs as18 20 yslNOST 


 & 





92 


4g Ibids 


ey Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, April 


20. tbid. 


In the Department of Education 32nd Annual Re- 
povtle 198 77a wen.contirmeds.that; thes Department, agreed;with 
LaZerte's request, On page 49, it states: 

A year ago we drew the attention of the Univer- 
sity authorities to the fact that graduate teachers 
frequently if not always, found themselves confronted with 
the necessity of teaching subjects in which they had received 
no university training whatever, We asked that they re-- 
arrange the Arts course, at least for teachers, so that 
fewer of those intending to enter the profession would read 
for honours in a restricted field, and that more would be 
able to secure some training in a greater variety of 
subject fields, 





a Minutes of the Faculty of Education, May 9, 
1932, University of Alberta Archives, 

Dr, Alexander asked that the minutes express 
the Committee's appreciation of Dr, Smith's work while 
acting Director of the School of Education in Dr, Ladgerte's 
absence, Dr, LaZerte was absent from Januaryl to April 
eee Oe 


o University of Alberta Calendar, 1930-31, Univer- 


sity of Alberta Archives, 
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oO Pryeeeeno a4 19351936. 


oe J.W.Chalmers, Schools of the Foothills Province, 


ee —_ 


p.426, 


ae Minutes of the Faculty of Education, General 

Notes on the 1931-32 session, University of Alberta Archives, 

In, the Tras] Magazine, Autumn, 1071) po13, Dr. 
Walker statesiis, his anticle, ‘Educating, Alberta's Teachers" ;: 
That the old School of Education had accommodation in the 
box-like building attached to the east wing of St, Joseph's 
College, Next the Faculty of Education was housed in the 
Edmonton Normal School building on 82 Avenue(Now called E,A, 
Corbett Hall)*, 
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ne Premier {sr Papens.,.brisle 1-500—-12,. Provincial 


Museum and Archives, Edmonton, Alberta, 

In a letter from President Wallace to Premier 
Brownlee on February 18, 1932, he states: "I have been 
thinking over the question that you put to me a few days 
ago as to how the University might best use the Normal 
School Building in the event of the Normal School work 
being discontinued,."He suggested the whole extension service 
could be moved™there, the printing department of the Univ-— 
ersity could be placed in the basement floor, and the School 
of Education which will probably need three or four high 
school rooms, could also be placed in the Normal School, 


o Minutes of the Faculty of Education, December, 
1931, University of Alberta Archives, 


36 Interview with Dr. LaZerte in Edmonton, April 


to, Lo, 

Dis baZerte related that the tame spent in St, 
Joseph's was not without humorous incident, At times it 
was necessary for him to work in his coat because of the 
poor heat, The Rector would assure LaZerte that the janitor 
had been directed to keep the furnace running, at high ef- 
ficiency and was just shirking his duty, In consultation 
with the janitor, the Rector was given the blame because 
he would not provide enough coal, 


ou University of Alberta Calendar, 1929-30, p.92, 


aR Alberta, Department of Education, Annual Report, 
| 8 Pe lyre go! 6 
a9 


Convocation Programme, May, 1930, University 
of Alberta Archives, 


Cobia. 1930-1940. 


& President's Papers, Joint Committee on the 
School of Education File, University of Alberta Archives, 
May 12, b930. 


oe Premier's Papers, Alberta Teachers' Association 
File, December, 1932, University of Alberta Archives, 


03 president's Papers, School of Education, 1931, 
File, University of Alberta Archives, Letter from President 
Wallace to Mr, Ross, June 17, 1933, 
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’ Minutes of the Faculty of Education, May 8, 
1934, University of Alberta Archives, 


2 B.,Oviatt, "William Aberhart as Minister of 
Education," Unpublished M,Ed, thesis, UofA, LOT Oe Se & 
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Alberta, Department of Education, Annual Report 
Tact lsh ay sli Rs ee 


q Minutes of the Faculty of Education, May Loy O37, 
University of Alberta Archives, 


oe Alberta, Department of Education, Annual Report, 
1940, p.39, 
70 


Minutes of the Faculty of Education,: May 9, 
1932, University of: Alberta Archives, 

Lazerte spoke approvingly of the fact that Dr, 
Smith had been able to complete a survey of the Stony Plain 
School System during the period when he, the Director, was 
absent through illness, 


at Minutes of the Faculty of Education, May 9, 

1933, University of Alberta Archives, 
The program for the students was heavily based 

on Educational Psychology, The Evergreen and Gold, of 1930- 
31 states: The member of the class can be distinguished 
readily from the other students by the speed at which they 
travel through the halls, and by the number of psychology 
books they carry around. p.60. 





12 University of Alberta Calendar, 1930-31, p.90. 


vide 
0 ee 


Interview with Dr, LaZerte in Edmonton, February 


14 President's Papers, Joint Committee on the School 
of Education File, February 16, 1931, U.of A, Archives, 


73 Minutes of the Faculty of Education, May 9, 1933, 
University of Alberta Archives, 


76 School of Education Correspondence, 1938-40, 
Box 3, Folio 2, University of Alberta Archives, 
Letter from LaZerte to Kerr, June 17, 1937. 
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ae Minutes of the Faculty of Education, May 2, 
I938, University of Alberta Archives, 


Le Minutes of the Faculty of Education, November 
24, 1938, University of Alberta Archives, 


Je Marion Walker, "John Walker Barnett-First 
General Secretary of the Alberta Teachers' Association," 
Unpublished M,Ed, thesis, 1969, p.122, 


cde Report of the Board of Governors of the Univ- 
ersity of Alberta, 1939-40, University of Alberta Archives, 
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CHAPTER V 


M.E, LAZERTE AND THE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 


The turbulent Thirties set off shock waves in al- 
most@every ihacetronisocialyvlifetin&Alibertagmmihe epolitical 
scene was severdy jolted by the rejection of the U,F,A, 
Government and overwhelming acceptance of William Aberhart 
and his Social Credit followers, The provincial schools 
underwent radical change with the introduction of the large 
administrative units and the introduction of Progressive 
Education practice and philosophy, The Normal Schools of 
the province were restricted to the two major cities, The 
teachers became solidly united under legislation for a 
teaching profession and enjoyed vastly enhanced power in 
determining educational policy in the province, To the 
teachers, teacher preparation at the University became a 
goal for increased status for the profession, 

It was the consistent lobbying of the A,T,A, which 
initiated a reorganization of teacher preparation at the 
University of Alberta, From the A,T,A, Resolution, a re- 
solution which had been reappearing since the early 1920's, 
action was finally taken to revise the programme for tea- 
chers in the School of Education, 

It is proposed in this chapter to examine the events 
which led to the organization of a College of Education at 
the University, A focal point will be the developing rela- 
tionship between the School of Education and the Faculty 


of Arts and Science, The chapter will deal with the changes 
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in undergraduate programmes for Education students, the 
restructuring of Education degrees, the changes in certi- 
fication and the political incident which culminated in 
the establishment of a University Survey Committee which 
led to the demise of the College of Education at a very 


tender age, 


Daehn LeacLOnelOrras maCuLuy. Of Houcatlon 

The Alberta Teachers' Association continued to in- 
sist on improved teacher preparation in Alberta, At the 
Twenty-first Annual General Meeting at Easter, 1938, the 
following resolution was passed: 

Be it resolved; that steps be taken to provide that 

the University of Alberta establish a Faculty for 

teachers and that requirements for entrance into 

this Faculty be the same as those necessary for 

Normal entrance,1l 

Dr. G.,D, Misener, of the A,T.A, carried the resolu- 
tion to the University Senate, At the December meeting, 
Dr, Misener moved that immediate steps be taken by the 
University of Alberta to provide a Faculty of Education,2 
He presented material in support of the motion, showing 
that it was a resolution which had been recurring since 
1923. He asked for a mandate of the Senate authorizing 
the President to establish a Faculty of Education, This 
move would ensure a more practical and efficient system of 


teacher education and would not involve any large expense, 3 


The University Senate approached the motion with 
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caution, Chief Justice Harvey explained that a Faculty 
could not be established without the consent of the Board 
of Governors, and the Board of Governors could not estab- 
lish a Faculty without necessary funds provided by the 
Government.4 Dr, McNally suggested that a committee of 
the Senate be appointed to report to the Board of Governors 
on costs.2 Dean Smith expressed the opinion that a great 
deal more than finance was involved in Dr, Misener's sug-_ 
gestion, It would mean double jurisdiction over the stu- 
dents from the time they entered until they left university 
five years later ,®© 

Dr. Misener withdrew his original motion and moved 
that representatives of the Senate, the Department of Edu- 
cation and the Alberta Teachers' Association make up a 
committee to report to the Board of Governors,’ It was 
finally agreed that the Chancellor appoint a committee to 
study and report upon the whole matter raised by the original 


motion,8 


Senate Committee Investigation and Recommendations 
The Chancellor of the University at the December 9th 


meeting of the Senate appointed the President, the Deputy 
Minister of Education and Messrs, G,M, Smith, MacEachran, 
Sheldon and Ottewell to study the question put forward by 
Dre Misener of the Dea a 

While the committee was considering the proposal, 


John Barnett continued to lobby for a Faculty of Education, 
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He wrote the following in a letter to Dr, Fred McNally, 
Deputy Minister of Education, on March 9, 1939: 


The A,T.A, first considered a Faculty of Education 
in 1928 and had Macdonald, LaZerte, MacEachran and 
Tory set up proposals which were ratified by the 
A.,T.A, These proposals were embodied in a circular 
presented to a committee of the Association by 

Dr, MacEachran, in the presence of Dr, Macdonald, 
Dr, LaZerte and other members of the then Depart- 
ment of Philosophy, 


Since the School of Education was established 
there had been constant complaints from graduates, 
from students in training and from parents of stu- 
dents in training, about the set-up, whereby no 
professional training is touched in the University 
until after graduation from the Faculty of Arts, 
furthermore, that training for a teacher up to the 
standards now demanded of high school teachers, can- 
not be properly carried through in one year, and 
that the matter of practice teaching what ought 

to be called the actual "spade work" in the prac-— 
tice schools should not be crowded into one year, 


A progress report of the committee was presented at 
the May Senate meeting in the form of the following resolu- 
tions: 


(1) Replacing the School of Education, there shall 
be established in the University of Alberta a College 
of Education, 

(2) The purpose of the College shall be the profes- 
sional training of high school teachers and the pur- 
Suit of research in the field of Education, 

(3) The chief administrative officer shall be called 
the Principal, 

(4) The President of the University, the Principal 
together with all full-time members of the teaching 
staff of the College, shall form the Council of the 
College, The Registrar of the University shall act 
ao Se cre Lany . 

(5) There shall be a Liaison Committee composed of 
representatives of the Provincial Department of Edu- 
cation and of the University, whose function shall 
be to coordinate with respect to teacher training the 
policies of the Department and those of the College, 


Before coming effective all legislation relating to 
admission to the College and in respect of its curricula 
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requirements shall be approved by the Liaison Com- 
mittee and subsequently by the University Senate, 


The personnel of the Liaison Committee shall consist 
of the President of the University (Chairman), the 
Deputy Minister of Education, the Principal of the 
College, the Supervisor of Schools, Dean of Faculty 
of Arts and Science, Senior Inspector of High Schools, 
Secretary, the Registrar, 


(6) The Principal of the College shall be ex- 

officio a member of the University Senate, 

(7) The College shall have its own special budget,1l 

The Senate Committee was faced with some extremely 
delicate issues related to the establishment of the College 
of Education, The most difficult area concerned the his- 
torical relationship between the School of Education and 
the Faculty of Arts, The question of faculty status for 
Education was closely related to the traditional fusion of 
Education and Arts and Science, The committee sought 
various opinions which revealed a divergence of thought on 
the question of faculty status, The committee members even- 
tually proposed the concept of a College of Education for 
the province, 

Dr. Newland presented the strongest argument for 
an independent College or Faculty of Education: 

The teacher training must be integrated with actual 

training in those subjects, He expressed disappro- 

val of the policy of taking certain academic train- 

ing and then stepping off to the side for profes- 

sional training, as being not up to date, He said 

that when the School of Education was first set up, 

Dr, Sansom had maintained that this attempt to set 

up a School of Education under the domination of 

the University would not produce results, He said 

experience in the United States had been altogether 


against it and that the only thing that would solve 
the problem was a Teachers' College in which the 
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professional training of teachers could be carried 
On; 


It is impossible to graft on professional training 
to academic training which has been without regard 
to its use, 


Dr, Newland set forth possibilities which might 

be considered in relation to a possible solution 

of these problems, In the first place it might 

be advocated that if we want an integrated kind 

of training we should have in the University a 
Faculty established for that purpose and supported 

by funds specially earmarked for maintenance of | 
that Faculty, There is certainly more need in the 
teaching professions for such a step than in Medi- 
Cine or Law, The second possibility is that the 
Government might set up a Teachers' College and in 
doing that it might very well consider the possibility 
of amalgamating the two Normal Schools, the Insti- 
tute of Technology and Art and Mount Royal College, 
and offering a four or five year course and arranging 
it so that any training may count, e.g. summer school, 
Normal School,1 


Dr, Macdonald prepared a substantial report for 
the committee in which he outlined what he felt were areas 
of concern, He stated: 


With regard to the subjects of the B.A, or B,Sc, 

for intending teachers, an important issue has been 
LaLsed. sihis as the question of not only controlling 
the student's choice of subjects so that he will 
select those he is most likely to need in his pro- 
fession (such control is now exercised to some ex- 
tent) but also of providing for a more professional 
approach to the study of the subjects chosen; that 
is, providing instruction which to some extent at 
any rate, takes account of the fact that Fhe student 
intends to teach the subject in question, 


According to Macdonald, the problem of teacher training in 
Alberta could be solved if a solid academic training could 
be integrated with specific and special requirements of the 
situation in Alberta schools,14 The question arose as to 


whether the faculty type of organization would be. best for 
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the purpose, Macdonald stated: 


As contrasted with the other professions, Medicine 
and Law, the teaching profession stands in a par- 
ticular relationship to the Faculty of Arts and 
Science, The work that the teacher does in the 
Faculty is an integral part of his professional 
equipment, Such is not the case with the other 
professions, This is not at all a matter of dif- 
ference of status, it is simply a matter of differ- 
ence of training needs, The point, moreover, is not 
of theoretical interest merely, It carries with it 
the important practical corollary that any arrange- 
ment which tends to widen the cleavage between 

the technical part of the teacher's training and 
his training in the Faculty of Arts and Science is 
open to serious question, 


There is good reason for believing that such a 
cleavage has actually occurred to a considerable 
extent in the United States, where the faculty 
type of organization is common, and that it is a 
main source of criticism and misgiving frequently 
expressed by American educationists themselves with 
regard to faculties of Education in that country, 
Tt may well be that the faculty organization even 
tends to give rise to an unnatural rivalry between 
Education and the Faculty of Arts and Science, It 
may also be that America itself is now in process 
of moving away from that type of organization, 
There are some indications that such may be the 
case, 


Changessinoleachér Education 


The Department of Education at this time also began 
to consider changes for the Normal Schools, From May 29 
to June 2, 1939, the Supervisor of Schools visited the Mil- 
waukee State Teachers' College for the purpose of examining 
a new plan of training for kindergarten and elementary school 
teachers that had recently been introduced at that institution, 16 
The Normal Schools were not involved in preparing high school 


teachers but the conclusions drawn from this visit lent 
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Support to the concept of a College of Education, The 
report listed several advantages in a large teacher train- 
ing institution operating as a College which were not of- 
fered in the Alberta Normal Schools,17 

The proposed College of Education was designed to 
have professional training distributed over the student's 
entire programme, The problem of simultaneously completing 
the requirements for a B.A, or aB,Sc, as well as the pre- 
requisites for the School of Education thus became a concern, 

At a meeting of the Liaison Committee on February 2, 
1938, Dr, LaZerte drew attention to the fact that the pre- 
sent Arts and Honours courses were not giving the student 
adequate preparation for the work required of him in the 
average rural high school of the province.18 the Senate 
Committee considered this a major problem for Alberta's 
teaching force and sought alternative methods for preparing 
teachers, Mr, Balfour, an inspector with the Department 
of Education, stated: 

The difficulty being faced was that many students 

deferred until graduation the decision to enter 

the School of Education which meant generally that 

in their undergraduate years they have made a selec- 

tion of subjects leading more toward specialization, 

While this may be desirable from the standpoint 

of an Arts degree it does not fit into our teacher 

situation in this provinces many of these people 

are not equipped to go into our rural high schools 

and teach, there has been too much specialization 

for the ordinary high school teaching,19 

The solution to the problem of prerequisites appeared 


to lie in a concentrated guidance procedure for all new stu- 


dents, in May771937, the School-of Education Committee 
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stated that officials should, by means of duplicate regis- 
tration and a "directed" Arts course, be given closer 
contact with students who expect to take this training,20 
The proposed duplicate registration was seen by Dean Smith 
as an unnecessary and additional burden on administration, 
More consultation and guidance of students was considered 
valid, however, Dean Smith reported in November, 1939: 


The arrangements for consultation with Professor 
H.E, Smith (in Convocation Hall) and in different 
cases with Professor LaZerte, of all the freshmen 
who at their first registration have any thought 
of ultimately entering the School of Education, 
continue to work satisfactorily. 


The enrolment continued to remain static, however, 
and dissatisfaction was felt among Alberta's teachers in 
regard to preparation for the Alberta teaching situation, 
The congestion of courses in the one year of teacher prep- 
aration was somewhat relieved when the Faculty of Arts and 
Science agreed to a School of Education proposal in May of 
1939, Dean Smith wrote to the President: 


Council understands that the School of Education 
wishes concurrence in a proposal by which students 
in Arts and Science intending to enter the School 

of Education may be permitted, while undergraduates, 
to take one of the following part-time subjects for 
professional training in each of the three under- 
graduate years: Dramatics, Music, Art, Junior Busi- 
ness, The object of this proposal is apparently 

to relieve the pressure of studies in the profes- 
sional year of Education, 


I am asked to reply that the Council of the Faculty 
of Arts and Science is willing to concur in this 
proposal of the School of Education provided 

(1) That it be clearly understood that only one 

of these part-time professional subjects may be 
taken by an undergraduate in Arts and Science in 
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any one regular academic session, 

(2) That these courses may be timetabled without 
conflict with the timetables of Arts and Science, 
(3) That students under certain special conditions, 
€.g., general weakness in their studies, may be 
refused this privilege and required to take these 
extra professional courses in summer school,22 


The precedent for more evenly distributed courses 
in teacher preparation had thus been set, Dr, LaZerte, 
however, felt that an even more expanded foundation was 
required for entrants to the School of Education profes- 
Sional year, 

LaZerte presented a proposal during the winter 
of 1938 which when incorporated had a profound effect 
on the programme of undergraduates intending to enter the 
School of Education, The Board of Governors reported: 

The most recent requirements for admission to 

the School of Education which prescribe seven 

specific undergraduate courses make it impos- 

sible for an undergraduate to meet all these 

requirements for the B,Sc, degree in respect of 

C Division courses, The Council therefore proposes 

that a candidate for the B,Sc, degree who is also 

preparing for the School of Education, may in his 
second year, take one of the prerequisites for the 

School of Education instead of one of the C courses 

in the B.Sc, programme, 23 

C courses were part of the Science programme as op- 
posed to the humanities or social sciences programmes, 

Dean Smith wrote to Dr, McNally, the Deputy Minister 
of Education, on February 2, 1939, outlining the new pre- 
requisite courses for the School of Education, He stated: 

The senior courses in philosophyand psychology have 

long been required, The present statement of the 


other prerequisites is the result of representations 
made in the winter of 1938 by the Director of the 
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Senoolmecoe wie Factitty of Arts and Science, to the 
effect that many programmes offered by the gradu- 
ates entering the School of Education were not 
satisfactory for the general purpose of teaching 
in the smaller schools, 


It was submitted that all teachers should be 
equipped as far as possible to teach all the aca- 
demic subjects of Grade xXII,24 


The new prerequisites for the School of Education 
appeared in the University of Alberta Calendar, 1939-1940, 
Dean Smith assured the Senate Committee on Teacher Train- 
ong thats 

Tt is now possible for a student in Arts and Science 

who proposes to enter the School of Education to 

meet the requirements of all seven prerequisites 

of the School of Education within the three under- 

graduate years normally taken by students proceed- 

PiomtOMuicen eA msOGe8S Sc, sdegree es Iie seven prere= 

quisites prescribed by the School of Education, of 

which five are courses in subjects actually taught 
in the schools and two preliminary to professional 
training in Education, may be fitted into any 
general course in Arts or Science without any 
deviation from desirable programmes in Arts and 

Witheonlyveamolsantsdeyiat ton in nespectsor -pro-— 

grammes of students in Science ,25 (The seven 

courses are listed in footnote 24) 

The Faculty of Arts and Science granted concessions 
to the School of Education for a much improved teacher prep- 
aration programme and it became questionable whether a ma- 
jor change resulting in a College or Faculty of Education 
was really necessary, Other changes were, however, also 
being considered, 

Prior to the historic Senate meeting of December, 


1939, there was a significant realignment of degrees offered 


in Education, At the September 25th meeting, 1939, the 
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Committee on Higher Education composed of Macdonald, 
Gordon, LaZerte, MacEachran and H,E, Smith pointed out 
that some students were interest in graduate work in Edu- 
cation and recommended that: 

(1) The M.A, in Education be discontinued 

(2) A degree (B.Ed,) be instituted to meet the 

needs of the first group, (Undergraduate work 

leading to first degree) 

(3) That a higher degree (M,Ed.) be instituted to 

meet the needs of the second group, The proposed 

M.Ed, would eieree Edslel le to the present B.Ed, which 

it would replace, 

The proposals were presented to the School of Grad- 
uate Studies which in turn presented the plan to the Senate 
in December of 1939.27 The two new degrees were, however, 
considered graduate degrees and continued to be the re- 
sponsibility of the School of Graduate Studies,28 The 
students enrolled in the new B.Ed, programme were required 
to present an undergraduate degree before admittance, How- 
ever, the new degree was only of one year duration as com- 
pared with the two and one half years or more of the old 
Bo Eds programme , 29 

To provide for students who might suffer by the lower- 
ing of the status of the Bachelor of Education degree, Lt 
was ruled that graduates holding the degree of Bachelor of 
Education before 1939 could return to the University their 
Bachelor of Education parchments and be awarded the degree 


of Master of Education and receive new parchments.,39 Stu- 


dents who were registered in the old M,A, in Education 








ube ‘ai #row etsubexo ask shai S%ew RF tr ie suse 
:tedd bebremmonex ‘bas notjso 
bsvnlsno»eibB od HokIBouBs Ad A.M ont (x) 


efi jeem oF bedutizent sd (.68yAa)- eexp)eh- A (S$) 
| Wiow ssjeubexrpzsbny) quer Jai eqJ io ebsean - 


| (sexpeS taxi? o% paibsal <abetion 
OF Gegvstizeni sod (55 4) e6upeb zédpid s saci? t=)... ers 
deeogoig sil .quoitp baosee sfd to abeen ond oom 


ipinw .ba.a Inesedxg ois oF nacgees=e0 biluow .63 Mm av 
-soslqex bivew. ti 4rtihe 


-hs29 to Looo® sf3 oF bedhederq sasw alseoqoxg on? 

Stensk sy of nelq ea bednseey ates nz fodde eethusa ejay 

My 4 veword ,8198w ese "Deb wen ows. ade TS GOL 30 19dis30q al 

“St sft sd 02 feuntind> bas ssetias edeuberg bexebbenoo 

sit 88 asibuse samubexD 30 Leena ods to. yallidianogs 

betivupst siew simBypexq 63.4 wen Sid tt beliowmns einebuse 

“WOH ,Somstsimbs sizo0ted seupeb sisibeaprebry as tnseexg or 

“M03 85 noijsesyb tssy snp Yo yin Baw eorpet wen edt ,1SVv9 

56L£6. sit 3o sroa -_ Sisey iis sno bas ows odd ‘dtiw bexsq 

, | @S  emusspoxq” ba, 

-rewol any yd z92ivea tapim: onw ethsbute rt sbivexd or ites 

ae aia No £4s2LbA Fo qulevisd 2f9 $6 dudsdh ‘orld 30 bai 

to : aoe named scsgercie! hevethain%s eow 
rhe? . is 


vee " P H ‘ . 


ears al eee 





- ° or 


7 a | a2 4 
ee nel: bk tac ay 


108 


could complete their programme and receive a Bachelor of 
Education degree, new style,3l The new B.Ed degree remained 
under the Faculty of Graduate Studies, although the re- 
vision delegated it to the status of an undergraduate degree, 
The Senate Committee, however, felt that a major change 

was justified, Thus at the Senate Meeting on December 8, 
1939, the new College of Education was born, The Senate 
heard the final recommendations of the Senate Committee 

and ratified the structure of the proposed College of 
Education, The Government issued the following report: 


At the 1940 session of the Legislature, the School - 
of Education of the University of Alberta, organ- 
ized for the professional training of high school 
teachers, was raised to the status of a College 
and given a separate budget, A third full time 
man was added to the staff and preparations made 
for considerable increase in enrolment, In this 
the College was not disappointed, Now students 
intending to enter teaching register with the Col- 
lege at the outset of their university career, and 
so have the advantage of Sapo ie advice throughout 
their undergraduate years, 3 


The formation of the College of Education was generally 
supported by the teaching profession in the province, In 
an editorial in February, 1940, John Barnett wrote: 


The functions of the new College are specified as 
those of training secondary school teachers and 

of carrying on and promoting education research, 

In respect of the first, the greater autonomy of 

the College should result immediately in a more 
suitable and adequate academic preparation of tea- 
chers as a consequence of the possibility of earlier 
and more consistent planning of undergraduate pro- 
grammes, Improvement in administration, such as 

the spreading of professional training over a long- 
er period of time, extending the facilities for prac- 
tice teaching and the like, are now brought within 
the range of possibility, 33 
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Although the College was indeed a step toward an 
autonomous institution for teacher preparation, there still 
existed the heavy dependency upon the Faculty of Arts and 
Science, much to the consternation of John Barnett, As 
President Robert Newton related, John Barnett was profound- 
ly suspicious of the University Faculty of Arts and Science, 
under whose aegis the College of Education was to function, 
To him, this Faculty was a road-block of conservatism in 
the way of training teachers in progressive educational 
methods, 34 

The massive reorganization of the public school 
curriculum between 1934 and 1939, and the influence of the 
Progressive Education movement no doubt put increased pres- 
sure on the University to prepare teachers in a more relevant 
manner for Alberta's situation, The conservative approach 
o£ «the Faculty of Arts and Science did not lend itself 
to positive comments from progressive educators, Charles 
Judd stated: 

Literally the worst course which the teachers' 

colleges of the country can adopt is to follow in 

the footsteps of the traditional Arts colleges,,, 

(they) should abandon traditions of the Arts colleges, 

make a first hand study of the needs of the American 

schools, invent the curriculum materials these 
schools need, prepare for these schools teachers who 
have a broad outlook and an acquaintance with the 
larger issues of present day life, and cultivate 

the respectability which comes from creative leader- 

ship rather than from imitation,35 

The President of the University, W.A.R. Kerr (1936- 
1941), recognized the potential hiatus which could result 


if the University did not keep pace with the changes which 
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were taking place in other levels of education in the 
province, The question arose: what practical value was 
a traditional university education in times of radical 
progressive change in elementary and secondary education 
in the province? Reporting to the Board of Governors in 
$9.39 .sKern ystated: 

There is no doubt that the theories and practice 

of the new progressive education are becoming wide- 

ly influential, There is no doubt also of the con- 

crete difficulty of bringing about a perfect fit 

as between the new type of high school graduate 

and the necessarily differing entrance requirements 

of the varying University faculties, 

Secondary school and university are both members 

of a unified state system and their several pur- 

poses should be completely and sympathetically co- 

operative, The passes leading across their com- 
mon frontier should be as straight and as easy of 
gradient as intelligence and good will on both 

sides can devise them, 36 

The emergence of enterprise education was of greater 
Significance to the teacher training college than to the 
faculties in the University, The circumstances of societal 
change gave rise to a demand for change in teacher training 
and in fact a demand for increased autonomy for teacher 
training colleges in the province, 

The change in status of the School of Education meant 
that the intending teachers could now register in Education 
rather than in Arts, It also resulted in changes in the 
certification of teachers in the province, Under the School 
of Education, the students could complete requirements for 


three certificates, A graduate of Arts and Science who 


had completed the School of Education requirements would 
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receive a High School Teacher's Certificate, An Honours 
graduate would receive a High School Teacher's Certificate 
with specialist standing and a graduate in Commerce or 

Home Economics would receive a High School Teacher's 
Certificate with standing! in°ohis particular field, 37 

The unsettling international scene with its resultant drain 
on the teaching force in Alberta, coupled with the creation 
of the College of Education, resulted in a new format for 
certification, 

In the 1941-1942 Calendar, it states that the train- 
ing in the Colleges of Education led to four types of cer- 
Cltication: 

(1) The Junior Certificate for the High School 

for those who have entered the College of Education 

with an incomplete undergraduate programme, 

(2) The High School Certificate for those who have 

complete College of Education diploma requirements 

after graduation in Arts and Science, Commerce, 

Agriculture or Home Economics, 

(3) The High School Certificate with specialist 

standing in designated subjects for graduates from 

Honours courses in Arts and Science or for holders 

of the M.A, or M.Sc, degree obtained in high school 

subject matter field, 

(4) The High School Certificate supplemented by a 

special certificate for the teaching of the special 

subjects featured in undergraduate years for graduates 
in Commerce, Home Economics or Agriculture, 

The appearance of the Junior Diploma and Certificate 
made it possible for teachers without degrees to assist in 


the teaching of young people during the war years, The 


students who received the Junior Diploma were recommended 






















| Lt 

- awmonot né - . ses aed _— jemi pt 

i etaoitiaies) a teroseT foarte ‘niet 6 ovisoet eet otsubs4 
(i “J 


iw | Ya sotemmod aL sdsubs2~ 5 brs eatbrete 


a - 7. vt 
| BP yaris pe T CCS” 3 fork fa 


‘ 





ss eh ,. 
evieset bisow | se ipl na ‘emo’ 


sa 5S 7 an b+} “ee ae “ai rs . 
‘OC biel? zeivobiwse aff at sabbinte 


| atexb taonstivuest ast Atiw snsoe Esnotisna res ot 
| mors . aris aflquo -sI7TedLA nt eorot pnt 
} aS 
oe ; : aS fae 
y > ee d i <i> 4 4 Ps 
19t Jamxol wen 6 At besivuest ,noiseo0hs 30 spotted od a 
1 i J 
so tgeo nis 
: = , i St i : ha ae 
-oabsx3 oft ted estate 32 .:xshpefed ShOi1 ber ens al 
~tan to a@sqyV 4Ot of Bel nolgss tip: trance ot — 3 
7 . . i “ 
| rohass! 
: Li 
i . Looe ‘igh od2 rot essostidgyed sane oat. ny 
| noOiseouba Io spsifoD eft betetne svsed ote seors 162 a: 
| ammsipoig sosubex orshru sdel fy enay ns tt Bw ae 
SVEi acr ot sxsotiityvs® Loeoroe 1 Te! ‘Ho on? (s) > 
| tneneitups: shele@ib sAcisacowhs ." 22° IPod eet. ord _ 
| .Sorsmnod ,soneksé bas Se7A ni seissubstp 2e33 


8° 2fioneogd smo zo ewiivol 1 te 


cas 





e diiw ¢7eocRisivan flooded rip Lat eat AE e" 
| i aatavbexp 162 esostdve teverpleed a palonss “ain 
atehion + oneice Bas el1tA ak ae ye XVOD “‘eavonok . 
. - ees 
; ; Loorbe Api ni bentesdo sexoeb 2.M x0 .4.M odd to — 


M 
alt yetjem jootdt 
i ‘§ uf wh at 
s yd betnemelugie etsokiisxed Loo; fe. doin “i 
' J» heepege edF Io paddosed ot yok essostisxwed is 
i. Jeubssp rot atssy etsuberpyebay nt be useer | 
: BE sexu lusiupA ete} en imone 553 ‘omoH sane en ne 
7 ae. sy 7 C4 - 
nas wT 
cs a arma bis snolqka wobsin ea fo | eon id s soqge - 8 
iy Te OAR ee iene 


oF —— ade 
















Li2 


for the Junior Certificate for the High School, giving 
teaching privileges in grades VII to XI inclusive, The 
students who graduated received a Senior Diploma and were 
recommended for the High School Certificate authorizing 
them to teach grades VII to XII inclusive.39 This pro- 
vision allowing students to teach before a degree and an 
Education diploma was resultant of a proposal presented 
to the Liaison Committee by Dr, LaZerte in 1939, He sug- 
gested that students be allowed to enter the University 
for a combined Arts and Education course and at the end 
of two or three years' study to teach on an interim cer- 
Gibicatewerecurnimg- later’ to the University for a year of 
Arts and a refresher course in Education,49 The Government 
responded to this suggestion by an Order-in-Council which 
made it possible for a student to receive the Junior Certi- 
ficate for High Schools based on two years of undergraduate 
- work in Arts or an approved Faculty, or completion of the 
first year's work leading to the degree of B.A. or B.Sc, 
as prescribed for College of Education entrants plus a year 
of Education, 41 

The new Bachelor of Education degree was initially 
under the jurisdiction of the School of Graduate Studies, 
In the 1940-1941 year, however, the Senate accepted the 
recommendations from both the College of Education and the 
School of Graduate Studies that the administration of the 
Bachelor of Education courses would in the future be the 


responsibility of the College of Education,42 It was also 
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reported that from the date of the Senate approval of this 
transfer, «nohapplication,-for.candidacy for, the.M,Ed, degree 
would be considered until the full requirements of the B.Ed, 
degree, or of the M.A, degree in Education (old style) or 

of equivalent degrees from other universities, had been 
completed, 43 

At the conclusion of the first year of operation of 
the College of Education, acting President, Newton, reported: 

The College of Education has now completed its 

first year in its new form and congratulations are 

due to Principal LaZerte and his colleagues for the 

encouraging success of the past session, The en- 
rolment of the College has substantially risen and 
the» sphere of its activities and influence is ob- 
viously expanding,44 

The increase in enrolment and the addition of a third 
full time staff member placed pressure on the existing 
facilities of “the-College of Education. By the fall of 
1941, Dr, LaZerte was forced to request additional facili- 
ties, 

There are three members of the staff in the one 

office here and the interruptions are so many that 

Dr, Argue has found it necessary to provide him- 

self with a desk in the storeroom in order that he 

may get some of his work done in quiet, 

The formation of the College of Education was com- 
pleted during a period of world-wide catastrophe and it 
appeared that it would serve the needs of Alberta students 
fomad long time-to come, The demise of this College of 
Education and the formation of the Faculty was by and large 


the result of an incident which occurred in 1941, shortly 


after the College had been established, 
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Dr, L,G, Thomas explains the nature of the resulting 
controversy between the Government and the University, 


A custom had grown up of conferring the degree of 
Doctor of Laws on prominent citizens including mem- 
bers of the Provincial Government, and the Univer- 
sity, following the traditional usage, might not 
have expected the outburst which followed the pro- 
posal to the Senate to present to Convocation for 
this degree the Premier of the Province, the late 
Honourable William Aberhart, The Senate by a ma- 
jority of one voted against the proposal and the 
University was placed in a most embarrassing posi- 
tion, Had no publicity attended either the proposal 
or the Senate vote, the incident would have had lit- 
tle importance but unfortunately the episode attracted 
wide attention, The Social Credit Government was 
bitterly opposed in some quarters and the granting 
of the degree to the Premier had long been a sub- 
ject of speculation, The Senate vote put the Uni- 
versity in a humiliating position of offering a 
gratuitous insult to the leader of the Government 
elected by the majority of the people,46 


This incident resulted in an investigation into the 
operation of the University, Perhaps such a review was 
overdue but at this time the investigation appeared to be 
based on the assumption that political elements were influ- 
encing the operation of the University. 

In August, 1941, a special committee was set up by 
the Provincial Government to survey the affairs of the 
University.47 The report was of a major consequence to 
the teaching profession of Alberta as the recommendations 


initiated a new era for teacher preparation in the province, 


Summary 
The period from 1938-1941 was characterized by notable 


changes in the area of teacher preparation, The inaugural 


ten year period under the School of Education needed 


bit 
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revitalization and change in order to relate more directly 
to the demands of the changing society, The dynamic A,T,A, 
initiated the movement for Faculty status at the University, 
However, the Senate Committee chose to recommend a College 
to replace the School of Education, The relationship be- 
tween the College of Education and the Faculty of Arts and 
Science remained mutually important, There was, however, 
a trend toward more independence for the new College of 
Education, Changes in Education student programmes made 
it necessary for the Faculty of Arts to reassess the B.A, 
and B,Sc, degrees and to make provision for prerequisite 
work for students desiring to enter the College, The M.A, 
degree in Education was abolished and the reduction in 
status of the B.Ed, preliminary to the M.Ed, degree opened 
the way for an undergraduate degree in Education, The pro- 
vincial curriculum revision precipitated by the influence 
of Progressive Education theorists, provided concern for 
the officials who would be required to prepare teachers to 
handle the requirements of the new methodology. The inter- 
national crisis of World War II had repercussions in the 
University, as was to be expected, The drain on high school 
teaching personnel made it apparent that the extensive period 
of training had to be temporarily modified to meet the needs 
of the SGnoul population in the province, 

The College of Education thus provided an interim 
function in teacher preparation, The Aberhart incident 


and the resultant University survey placed the wheels of 
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change in motion once again, The progressive Province of 
Alberta demonstrated its willingness to lead the way in the 
Dominion by way of the startling organization of a Faculty 
of Education in Alberta, 

The adoption of a college concept for teacher edu- 
cation in Alberta was a cautious move by educational of- 
ficials, It was felt that the formation of an independent 
faculty would result in a depletion in the student ranks 
of other faculties, namely that of Arts and Science, LaZerte 
relates that there was apparent reluctance on the part of 
both University and Government officials to endorse the 
concept of a faculty. This reluctance proved to be unwar- 
ranted because the Faculty of Education, as it was finally 
constituted, supplied a large number of students for in- 
struction in other faculties, 

LaZerte had a vital concern in the negotiations 
which preceeded the establishment of the College of Edu- 
cation, He was a consistent advocate of the faculty con- 
cept, basing his reasons on administrative difficulties 
which had developed because of the relationship between 
the School of Education and the Faculty of Arts and Science, 
the primary areas of discontent were the difficulties of 
arranging a suitable timetable for Education students who 
required extended periods for student teaching, the differ- 
ences in opinion concerning the prerequisites of Education 
students, the degree requirements for students entering 


the School of Education and the inferior position of the 
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School of Education authorities in the University organi- 
zation, as evidenced by the role of Education professors 
at the convocation of its graduates, 

LaZerte was president of the A,T,A, (1937-1939), 
when Ss yaaenest for a Faculty of Education was sub- 
mitted to the University Senate, He is reluctant to re- 
ceive any credit for this proposal other than to state that 
he was aware of the action initiated by the A,T.,A, for the 


formation of the Faculty, 
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CHAPTER V 
FOOTNOTES 
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I938-I94I, University of Alberta Archives. Letter from Ottewell 
to Kerr, December 7, 1938. 


2 ; 
Senate minutes of the University of Alberta, December 
Tolno me Boca Peo ss University of Alberta Archives . 


eTbnge Poe 


STbade 


21hrae 


Orpid. 


ares 


eT pid prod 


*president's Papers, School of «Education. Correspondence 
I1938-I94I, University of Alberta Archives. 


BO msi ane Letter from Jonn Barnett to Dr. Fred McNally on 
Mace = Fo 39% 


aren 


Teo resident's Papers, School of Education Correspondence 


1938-1941, University of Alberta Archives. Minutes of the meeting 
of the Senate Committee on Teacner Training, April I8, 1939. 


3president's Papers, Faculty of Education File, 1940-1944 
University of Alberta Archives, Dr. Macdonald's report on the 
Scnool of Education. 


bb. 


roipid. 


tO tperess Department of Education, Annual Report, 1939, P.24 


tdrpta bepress 






SoreBnagesxOd Hortesvba we fhiss 
Lihewes 10° movt tested -89VE! 


lf x Masel ead aah » | eS ee ; 


H | 1sdmeseG. ,stxealA to. Vstexeviay sta ‘Shae 
| . | er sd 1988LA il stood i 











90.9, .bear® - = ital 


s9nSb; soqe®s 2109. noijenuba to Loarise sabdele e'3nsbi agh 
| . sevinor& siinletsone to Vilna u sher-oee 





no VIL6WOM Bexd .3zd od arene rie mot aetdat w ox 
| i ere soe 
+ 1g — 7 
| . - a: a rea -_ 
i ‘sonebneqes+189 Adidenyba to loots? . wr ) ss | 
i] pniisen ong to 293 uaEM apes 627 yst a 





es i¢@ 


Bber-oes aii noLIsy a) ytbooes = 
; cd ao suede 2 pt 3a 


a bis ah sia 8 
ns ne ; Bas 7 
7" 


an » > 
a ne 
i. Bi in rie e 
Pa i py 


ibs Fe) 


tha TDLOLG Ds26- 


Le President's Papers, Correspondence of the School 


of Education, 1938-40.File, University of Alberta Archives, 
Meeting of the Liaison Committee, February 2, 1938. 
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ES Report of the Board of Governors, University 
of Alberta,, 1938-1939, University,of. Alberta Archives,.p,22. 


President's Papers Correspondence of the School 
of Education 1938-40 File, University of Alberta Archives, 
Letter from Dean Smith to G,Fred McNally, February 2,1939, 

The pre-requisites to the School of Education 
included: English 2; Political Economy 1 or one junior or 
senior course in History; Chemistry 40 or 42 or Physics 5; 
Math, 40 or French 2 or Latin 2-4; Philosophy 51 or 54 or 
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date must, in accordance with the requirements set out be- 
low (1) complete 10 courses from an approved list, (2) sub- 
mit a thesis, In 1940-41, it stated that a student may be 
awarded the degree of Bachelor of Education who shall have 
satisfied examiners in (a) Education 54 and 56, (b) A thesis 
in Education, (c) Two approved courses, 
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a Alberta, Department of Education, Annual Report, 
1940, p.8-9, 
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CHAPTER VI 


THE FACULTY OF EDUCATION 


The proposed formation of a Faculty of Education 
had been an issue of controversy within academic circles 
for twenty years, Dr, Thomas states: 

There were many critics, ranging from those who 

deplored it as unnecessarily long and elaborate 

to those who feared that it might submerge the high 

traditions of liberal education and the Faculty 

of Arts under a tide of courses in pedagogical 

method, To others it seemed the greatest oppor- 

tunity to exert a profound influence in the lire 

of the province that the University had ever been 

afforded, 

The concept of a Faculty of Education had been a 
vision of LaZerte and he played a dominant part in its 
eventual formation, He was at the same time both despised 
and admired for his determined stance, Along with Newland 
and Barnett, he was responsible for the formation of the 
hivseeraculcy=ot Education in Canada, 

It is proposed in this chapter to deal with the events 
from 1941 to 1945, the period of negotiation and change in 
education in Alberta, The Survey Committee which initiated 
the review of teacher preparation in Alberta started the 
movement toward a Faculty, The chapter will look at the 
organizational work of LaZerte, the new Dean of the Faculty, 
and the programmes which resulted from His action. Lhe 
war crisis also placed demands on the University as accelera- 


ted courses were begun to meet the acute shortage of teachers, 


Toward the end of the war, important changes were 
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implemented due in part to the Post-War Reconstruction 
Report, a study commissioned by the Alberta Government, 
The report recommended the integration of all teacher 
education in Alberta and opened the way for university 
training for all teachers, This chapter will examines the 
recommendations of the report and the events which led to 
complete integration by 1945, 

The Liaison Committee and Committee on Certification 
became redundant as LaZerte and his colleagues laid the 
plans for the Faculty, The overriding impression of this 
period is that post-war needs demanded significant changes 
and that Education, to take its rightful position in pro- 
fessional circles, had to professionalize its institutions 


and produce highly trained and competent teachers, 


Survey Committee 


In August, 1941, the Provincial Government set up 
a special committee to survey the affairs of the University, 
The committee consisted of H,H, Parlee, Robert Newton, G, 
Fred McNally, H.C, Newland, F,G, Winspear and John W, Barnett,? 
The committee made an interim report at the end of January 
when the last session of the Legislature opened and certain 
of its recommendations were made the basis For a Bill to 
amend and consolidate the University Act, Other recommenda- 
tions were within the powers of the University governing 


bodies to implement, notably the raising of the College of 
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Education to the status of a faculty, 3 

Tiew as TAs since ats anceptLion, had advocated a 
Faculty of Education, thereby striving to improve teacher 
qualifications and status, Now the University Survey Com- 
mittee's recommendation afforded the opportunity for tea- 
chers to obtain new status and recognition, In its recom- 
mendations the committee stated: 


..ethat the College of Education be given faculty 
status forthwith, Heretofore the College has had 
full jurisdiction over its students only in the final 
year of a four-year combined course in Arts and 
Education, With the achievement of faculty status, 
the Bachelor of Education would become an indepen- 
dent degree, to be awarded either upon the comple- 
ELGR@Or ae Course -Ore@study@in-that=racuity or as the 
professional degree in a combined course with ano- 
ther faculty. The Faculty of Education would be 
built up by associating with the University Depart- 
ment of Education such other departments as might 
contribute courses to its curriculum: for example, 
Mathematics, Chemistry, English, History, Philoso- 
phy, Political Economy, Accounting, Household 
Economics, 


Since the output of the College of Education has 
never been large enough to keep the high schoois 
adequately supplied with teachers, it seems wise, 

on the one hand, not to make the course unduly long 
and, on the other hand, to provide intermediate 
stopping places for students who cannot afford to 
take the whole course at once, Different student 
groups might be accommodated by a two-year course 
leading to the Junior Diploma, a three-year course 
leading to the Senior Diploma (and the degree of 
Bachelor of Education for able students), anda 
four-year or five-year course leading to combined 
degrees in two faculties, Students who had difficul- 
ty in completing the work for these diplomas or de- 
grees in the minimum time might do so by attendance 
at summer sessions, For ambitious students there 
should be opportunity as at present to take graduate 
work, either in regular course or in summer session, 
for the degree of Master of Education, 


Admission to the College of Education had been 
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restricted to holders of a degree and thus when the Faculty 
was proposed, modifications were necessary to entrance re- 
quirements, The report suggested that: 
With respect. to matriculation to the Faculty of 
Education, the committee recommends that this should 
be harmonized as closely as possible with the re- 
quirements for entrance to Normal School, The num- 
ber of university trained teachers is insufficient 
to meet the needs of the province's high schools, 
and every encouragement should be given qualified 
candidates to study for the Bachelor of Education 
degree, The Normal Schools and the Faculty of 
Education should be regarded as integral parts 
in a progressive system of teacher training,> 
The idea of admitting grade XII students directly 
into the study of Education was advocated by LaZerte while 
acting as ‘Director “of the *School of "Education: =“Iin*a School 
of Education meeting on September 25, 1939, he recommended 
that: 


The prerequisites governing entrance into the 

School of Education be at all times the same as 

those prescribed in the Faculty of Arts,© 

At this time the proposal was largely disregarded 
by educators who maintained that an Arts or Science degree 
for all high school teachers was most desirable, 

With the new entrance requirements allowing stu- 
dents to bypass an Arts degree, there was concern on the 
committee that a gulf would widen between the Faculty of 
Arts and Science and the new Faculty of Faucee vor The 


report stated: 


On the other hand, the Faculty of Education should 
not fall into the error of growing away from other 
University faculties, It is desirable that a large 
number of students should continue to take combined 
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courses in Arts and Education, and that new com- 
binations such as Commerce and Education, House- 
hold Economics and Education be developed, Can- 
didates for these must satisfy the matriculation 
requirements of both schools concerned, 7 


Constant criticism was levelled at the degree regu- 
lations which did not take into account work already com- 
pletedat Normal Schools or in Department of Education sum- 
mer schools, Thus the Survey Committee proposed: 

As a general principal, that credit should be given 

for work which is relevant to the programme of the 

degree toward which a student is headed, Thus work 


done at a Normal School should earn some credit 
towards an Education degree, 8 


The committee concluded its report with the resound- 
ing decision that the College be elevated to faculty status 
by stating: 

The College of Education has been treated essential- 

Lys ase aeraculey and the, according of full faculty 

status seems to be the next logical step in its 

development, So far it consists of only one depart- 

He vee mOUteremcOULC sew ouL LL MUD 1nlOG altaculey by 

associating with it other departments as outlined 

ine this report. 

The A,T,A, reacted exuberantly to the news of the 
impending Faculty, 

Success has crowned the efforts of the Alberta 

Teachers' Association after years of advocacy and 

waiting for the University of Alberta to recognize 

teaching as a fully fledged profession - to raise 

Education to faculty status - and the outlook is 

now bright, 10 

When the report had been finalized, an enormous task 
faced the staff of the College of Education —- that of pre- 
paring for the opening of the new Faculty of Education, The 


selection of a Dean for the Faculty was its first consideration, 
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Dr, LaZerte, who had served as Director of the School of 
Education and Principal of the College of Education, ap- 
peared to be the logical choice, During the extended 
growth period of Education at the University, LaZerte had 
been a proponent of many changes and at times had agitated 
for changes which were strongly contested by the older 
members of the faculty, As a result, he had brought about 
positive changes for the teaching profession at the expense 
of his own popularity at the University, The Advisory 
Selection Committee considering the selection of a Dean 
was aware of the friction and was not immediately certain 
that LaZerte should become Dean. 

In a letter to President Newton (President 1941- 
1945), LaZerte stated that he had confidence in his abLLiey 
to smooth out all difficulties and to cooperate cordially 
with the Arts Faculty,11 

When the selection was made, Dr, LaZerte became the 
first Dean of the Faculty of Education and inherited the 
mammoth task of organizing the new Faculty, The task was 
made more difficult because Dr, Smith, who had worked at 
the University with Dr, LaZerte since the birth of the 
School of Education, was granted a leave-of-absence in 
order to take a military post as personnel officer in Octo- 
ber of 1941,12 

Lazerte completed the initial organizational work 
prior to the Board of Governors meeting in the spring of 


1942, It was at this meeting that final approval of the 
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Faculty of Education was extended, President Newton noti- 
fied LaZerte of the positive response by the Board of Gover- 
nors to his preliminary organization, 
At the meeting of the Board of Governors last 
Saturday, approval was given to the council mem- 
bership of the Faculty of Education, the scale 
of fees, the matriculation requirements, and 


the curricula for various courses, all as recom- 
mended by you,13 


Accelerated Courses 
To compound the work load of LaZerte, World War ITI 
had precipitated the need for accelerated courses, The 
University Survey Committee in its interim report recom- 
mended an investigation of the possibility of fuller opera- 
}! 
tion and a special committee to consider the question was 
appointed by President Newton in February, 1942,14 
The Committee's study suggested that immediate ac- 
celeration was desirable in Medicine, Dentistry and Edu- 
cation,1° 
Dr, Thomas relates: 
Accelerated courses were offered by the Faculty of 
Education in 1942 and 1943 with a view to meeting 
the emergency created by the enlistment of many 
high school teachers in the armed services, These 
courses were very much of an emergency nature and 
were given during the long vacation as a supplement 
to the usual summer session of the Faculty of Edu- 
cation, 16 
The acute shortage of teachers resulting from war 
conditions was alleviated but not solved by this special 


programme, At the first special session which began May 


20, 1942, thirty-three students registered in the course 
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which led toward a High School Teacher's Certificate, The 
students then proceeded to teach in the fall and returned 
to the University for the summer session in 1943 to com- 
plete their interrupted programme, 17 


The accelerated course was available to graduates 
of Arts, Commerce or Household Economics who could 
enroll as candidates for the High School Certifi- 
cate valid as a teaching license in grades VII to 
XII inclusive or for undergraduates with two years 
work completed, or with one year completed with 
credit in approved courses who may enroll as candi- 
dates for the Junior Certificate for high school, 
valid in grades VII to XI inclusive, This course 
was arranged primarily to provide training for 
persons who, though not intending to enter the 
teaching profession permanently, are willing to 
serve in this essential service during war years, 
Dominion-Provincial funds were available to help 
genuinely needy students in accelerated courses 
prepared to make their services available to the 
National war effort. 18 


Dr, LaZerte suggested that a special appeal should 
be made to women, particularly to wives of service men, to 
take the necessary training and assume teaching responsi- 
bilities, He suggested that twenty to twenty-five students 
would justify the course, which would cost $100, beginning 
May 20th and terminating October 31, 1942,19 

Dr. Chalmers relates how critical the shortage of 
teachers was at this time: 

In 1942, another measure was initiated, acceleration 

of both Normal Schools and University teacher educa- 

tion courses, These shortened courses each began 

as soon as the previous one was completed so that 

the institutions operated around the year, Even 

these extreme measures, however, were not enough, 
and in 1943, the Normal Schools began a vastly 


shortened course with reduced entrance requirements, 29 


The operation of the University on a year-round basis 
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was not only a strain on the staff and students but also 
placed considerable strain on the’ financial basis of the 
University. President Newton was optimistic that funds 
could be obtained from the Federal Government to finance 
Eile imetruce on in ‘dentistry and medicine but not so for 
education, 
SO Par we have no prospect of help to the Uni- 
versity (as distinct from the students) for the 
accelerated course in the Faculty of Education 
Which begins, May .2Z0-) Tt fis not isufficiently 
realized to what extent the teaching profession 
has become a war casualty. We cannot afford 


to close our schools, even in war time, and must 
make a supreme effort to train more teachers,21 


Gertificatiom,. Degrees and Programmes 


For the term beginning in September ,1942, students 
inclined to become teachers registered in the Faculty of 
Education at the beginning of their University career, 
The Faculty provided a number of programmes leading to 
a Junior Diploma, the B.Ed. or a number of the combined 
degrees listed as B.A.-B.Ed., B.Sc.-B.Ed., or B.Com,-B Ed, 22 
Diplomas and degrees were granted by the University while 
teaching certificates were granted by the Department of 
Education, 

The Junior Diploma programme consisted of two 
Years of study and entitled the student to teach grades 
VII to xI.23 Graduates from tie Faculty received a B.Ed, 
degree following a three vear programme and were entitled 


to teach grades VII to XII inclusive,24 The combined 
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degrees were four-year courses and graduates qualified for 

a High School Certificate.25 In 1943, the Faculty added 
degree programmes which were listed as B.Ed. special courses. 
Two degrees, the B.Ed. (in Agriculture) and the B.Ed. (in 
Household Economics) were granted following four-year 

courses and each carried an automatic High School Teacher's 


Certificate, 26 


Procgcannes ert scie Hacwltysor Houcatvon 1943 


Entrance Programme Length University Teaching Grades 
Level Diploma or Centr, Valid 
Degree 
2 Gide Junior Zz. years “Junior Junior VII-XI 
Diploma Diploma High -School 
Camis 
Dad il Bed: 3 years B.Ed, High Schoei-ViEt—xii 
Cert, 
2 Sea Combined 4 years B,Ed, in High School VII=-XII 
1g ed Ded. cert. 
BEd. an 
Ag. 
U. Degree Post 1 year B.Ed, Hrgh=Scneol, VIT=xit 
Degree Cert, 


LaZerte was also faced with the problems of scheduling 
the Education courses with the prescribed courses and options 
from other faculties, The Faculty of Arts and Science was 
anxious to determine what preparations they required, if 
any, for the students from the Faculty of Education, | Pres- 
ident Newton wrote to LaZerte on August 19, 1942: 

Macdonald wants the Faculty of Education to work 

out definite regulations in regard to Education 

students taking Arts and Science courses —- areas 


of registration, attendance, time of final exams 
and so forth, 2 
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A major problem, of course, centred around the time- 
tabling, as students took courses from various departments 
in other faculties, LaZerte suggested at this time that 
Special sections of Arts courses be set up for Education 
students because of the fact that scheduling made it ex- 
tremely difficult for students to obtain certain Arts courses 
at the time they were available, 728 

The new programmes in the Faculty of Education made 
a large step toward a more sensible relationship between 
teachers in the Normal Schools and those in the University. 
The University Survey Committee pointed out the need for 
unification of the teacher-training system within the pro- 
vince, also for better integration of the high school and 
university programmes, Steps were taken to harmonize the 
entrance requirements of Normal Schools and the Faculty of 
Education and to facilitate transition from one to the 
other as progressive stages in pedagogical training, 29 
According to the 1942 Annual Report of the Department of 
Education, the establishment of the Faculty and indepen- 
dent B.Ed, was a progressive step, 

The great advantage from this arrangement is that 

intermediate school and high school teachers can 

be trained in a shorter time than formerly, and 

the Normal School graduates can secure credit for 

their work toward a university degree; for under 

the new regulations, students meeting the matricu- 

lation requirements of the Faculty of Education 

and holding an Alberta teaching certificate will 

be allowed advance credits to enable them to com- 

plete the B.Ed, requirements in two years and one 


summer session, or its equivalent, Teachers hold- 
ing the Elementary and Intermediate Certificate are 
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no longer faced with the forbidding prospect of a 

lengthy and costly academic course at the University 

before they can qualify for the more remunerative 

teaching positions of the province, 3 

Another major problem facing LaZerte was that of a 
practice teaching school for the students in the Faculty 
of Education, He made a request to the Edmonton Public 
School Board for the use of the Garneau High School housed 
in a frame building near the University, It made available 
six rooms of students, one grade IX, two grade X's, two 
grade XI's and one grade XII, The Faculty of Education 


was permitted to carry on practice teaching in these rooms 


as it so desired, under LaZerte's organization and supervision, 31 


Summer Sessions 

The formation of the Faculty of Education also in- 
fluenced the structure of summer sessions in the province, 
Prior to 1944, there had been two summer sessions in Alberta, 
both on the University campus, and until 1942 they were 
run simultaneously but with different objectives, Dr, 
McDougall explains: 


In 1913, the services of the two Normal Schools 
were supplemented by the establishment of a sum- 
mer school in Edmonton, Though it was housed on 
the University campus, the summer school was under 
the direct jurisdiction and management of the 
Department of Education, and the students did not 
receive university credit for any of the profes- 
sional courses which were offered, This condition 
persisted until 1919 when the University began to 
operate a summer school of its own in the Faculty 
of Arts and Science, Though operating on the same 
campus, and occupying the same buildings, and cater- 
ing to the needs of the same body of teachers, the 
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no longer faced with the forbidding prospect of a 

lengthy and costly academic course at the University 

before they can qualify for the more remunerative 

teaching positions of the province, 

Another major problem facing LaZerte was that of a 
practice teaching school for the students in the Faculty 
of Education, He made a request to the Edmonton Public 
School Board for the use of the Garneau High School housed 
tinea teamesbuiilayng near the University, it made available 
six rooms of students, one grade IX, two grade X's, two 
grade XI's and one grade XII, The Faculty of Education 


was permitted to carry on practice teaching in these rooms 


as it so desired, under LaZerte's organization and supervision, 31 


Summer Sessions 

The formation of the Faculty of Education also in- 
fluenced the structure of summer sessions in the province, 
Prior to 1944, there had been two summer sessions in Alberta, 
both on the University campus, and until 1942 they were 
run simultaneously but with different objectives, Dr, 
McDougall explains: 


In 1913, the services of the two Normal Schools 
were supplemented by the establishment of a sum- 
mer school in Edmonton, Though it was housed on 
the University campus, the summer school was under 
the direct jurisdiction and management of the 
Department of Education, and the students did not 
Yecelve university credit for any of (the protes— 
sional courses which were offered, This condition 
persisted until 1919 when the University began to 
operate a summer school of its own in the Faculty 
of Arts and Science, Though operating on the same 
campus, and occupying the same buildings, and cater- 
ing to the needs of the same body of teachers, the 
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two organizations retained their separate identi- 
ties as completely as though one were in Halifax 
and the other in Vancouver, This dichotomy per- 
Sisted until 1943 when the University and the De- 
partment, submitting to the clamour of the teach- 
ing profession, consolidated their services under 
the jurisdiction of the University, 32 
This separate identity did not hold true in all as- 
pects, There was one students' union and many students 
took both University and Department of Education courses, 33 
The entrance requirements of the Faculty of Educa- 
tion were identical to those of the Normal Schools so tea- 
chers were now in a position to complete summer session 


courses for credit toward the new B,Ed, of the Faculty of 


Education, 


Post-War Reconstruction Report 


Across the Dominion, committees were established for 
surveying the needs of Canadian society for the post-war 
- period, In Alberta, the University Survey Committee had 
served as a prelude to a wider survey commissioned by the 
Government entitled, "The Post-War Reconstruction Committee 
Report," The report considered all facets of Canadian life, 
including education, and had significant influence on future 
preparation of teachers in Alberta,34 The study was com- 
missioned in the fall of 1943 and the interim report was 
seoweétea to the Legislature on March 10, 194435 opr, 
Robert Newton, acting as Chairman, along with Mrs, C,R, 


Wood, F.G, Buchanan, G,M, Cormie and Dr, G, Fred McNally 
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made up the Education and Vocational Training Committee, 36 
It was the desire of the Post-War Reconstruction Committee 
to obtain public opinion pertaining to the reconstruction 
policy of the province and letters were sent to numerous 
interested organizations, 3/7 Efforts to publicize the ob- 
jectives and work of the committee brought excellent results 
and aided the work of the committee members,38 The Univer- 
sity of Alberta made a substantial contribution to the ef- 
forts of the committee and was instrumental in formulating 
teacher preparation policy for the province, 

A special committee, under the chairmanship of Dr, 
K.F, Argue, prepared for the subcommittee on education a 
comprehensive report (110 pages) on the situation in Alberta, 
The following statement from the final report is based main- 
ly on the work of this special committee: 

There is an outline for amalgamating the Normal 

Schools and the University Faculty of Education, 

and making all teacher training a responsibility 

of the University, thus formally recognizing school 

teaching as a learned profession, entitled to the 

highest type of training and to a salary scale appro- 

priate to such a profession, 39 

It is also known that LaZerte and Newland prepared 
documents on a unified plan for teacher training in Alberta 
for the Post-War Reconstruction Committee, 40 

The results of the committee investigations pro- 
duced 5 rather startling and futuristic recommendation - 


that all teacher training in Alberta be integrated,41 The 


new idea struck at the very base of traditional teacher 
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preparation in the province, The University had taken 


over responsibility for educating high school teachers, 


a transfer which was adamantly opposed in some quarters, 


for now the idea of complete integration would eliminate 


the need for Normal Schools, 


The committee realized the gigantic and hazardous 


task of integration but discounted immediate problems as 


mere inconveniences in the light of major advantages which 


would eventually be realized, As LaZerte stated, the 


adoption of the policy placed Alberta in the lead in tea- 


cher preparation in Canada and has continued to be a mys- 


tery to other provinces which even today are struggling 


with the task of coordinating teacher preparation ona 


professional basis,42 


in the 


The advantages of a unified programme were explained 
Interim Report: 


Integration of the Normal School courses with 

those of the University would provide that, begin- 
ning at matriculation, a continuous programme 

should lead to degrees of Bachelor or Master of 
Education, With some courses additional to those 
presently being taught at Calgary Normal and Insti- 
tute of Technology and Art, the proposed Calgary 
Junior College training for teachers would lead, 

after further University training, to the B,Ed, degree, 
Entrance standards for teacher training should be 
raised; teacher training in the University should 
include specialization in kindergarten, primary and 
secondary fields, music, art, drama, health education, 
etc, 


The plans of the committee did not include the sus- 


pension of all teacher preparation in Calgary, History 


indicates that residents of Calgary had been unforgiving 
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when Edmonton was chosen as the site of the Provincial 
Legislature and when Strathcona, a part of the Edmonton 
metropolitan area, was chosen as the site of the Provincial 
University, The closure of the Calgary Normal School 

would only compound the feeling of injustice, and as such, 
the concept of Junior Colleges in both Calgary and Edmonton 
was projected under the plan for integration, 


The plan calls for integrating teacher training and 
junior college departments of the University both 

at Calgary and Edmonton, the Calgary College being 
accommodated in the Calgary Normal School and the 
Institute of Technology and Art to which the R,C.A,F, 
has added many semi-permanent structures, which 

more than double the original accommodation, The 
Edmonton College can be accommodated in the Normal 
School building, 


The establishment of a Junior College in Calgary 
was not, however, designed simply to appease residents of 
the southern city, Dr, Newton explains: 


The physical problem of accommodating sharply 
increased numbers of students after the war, when 
part of the regular crop of matriculants will be 

no longer diverted to war service and when large 
numbers of older students will be returning under 
the Dominion rehabilitation programme, should be 
considerably relieved by the proposal put forward 
by the University Survey Committee two years ago, 
and now quite definitely by the Alberta Post-War 
Reconstruction Committee, that the University should 
establish a junior college in Calgary, accommodated 
in the buildings of the Siew School and the Insti- 
tute of Technology and Art, -) 


Dr, LaZerte took an even more philosophical view of 
making post-secondary education available to all residents 
of Alberta, In an address to the Education Society on 


"Education and Post-War Needs," he stated that Dr, Cyril 
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James had recommended that one hundred and fifty junior 
colleges or advanced secondary schools should be set up 

to care for students in centres where universities and 
other facilities for higher education were not available,46 
Calgary most certainly would qualify for a primary site, 
for population alone would warrant an institution of closer 
proximity than Edmonton, 

The proposal that all teacher preparation in the 
province be integrated with the University Faculty of Edu- 
cation was considered a final step toward the profession- 
alization of teaching in the province, Newton outlined 
the advantages to the teaching profession and explained 
the process of integration at the Board of Governors' 
meeting in 1944; 

All teachers would be considered as pursuing a four- 

year course leading to the degree of Bachelor of 

Education, Many would interrupt their course at 

the end of two years to become practicing teachers, 

Rut the philosophy underlying the proposed new 

sytem ‘of (training is that) all teachers, whether 

elementary, intermediate or senior grades, stand 
equally in need of the highest qualifications and 
should be encouraged by adequate salary and other 
inducements to proceed to a university degree, The 
first demonstration of integration will come this 
summer when the former two separately conducted 
summer schools of the University and the Department 
of Education will operate as one, When war condi- 
tions permit the Normal School buildings to be 
reoccupied, it is hoped to bring the entire scheme 
into operation,47 

At the request of the Minister of Education, the 
Faculty of Education assumed responsibility for the in- 


service training of teachers during the summer session 


OF 1944 48 The Department of Education also appointed a 
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committee to consider the integration of all teacher 


training in the province under the Faculty of Education,492 


Integration of Teacher Education 
The ambitious scheme of teacher integration in the 
province was not only innovative in conception but wrought 
with highly critical decisions of unprecedented magnitude, 
The burden of organization and decision making was borne 
by several dedicated educators who were pioneering in edu- 
cation change in the province, It became apparent that 
the forthcoming programme would mirror the visions and con- 
victions of three dynamic and forceful educators, LaZerte, 
Ope LnesbacuLivsoO st aGucacion. Barnetia, trom the A TA Jand 
Newland, from the Department of Education, were responsible 
for the transition which took place, As LaZerte stated, 
it was the ability of these men, who represented indepen- 
dent organizations, to arrive at a joint policy of mutual 
understanding and benefit to education which ultimately 
resulted in integration, 29 The success of this organization- 
al work must be shared equally by this forceful trio. Dr, 
McDougall states: 
Informal exploratory talks had been going on for 
several years, but not until Newland and LaZerte 
put their shoulders to the wheel was the vast 
inertia of tradition finally overcome and ac- 
Clon nea bed Boe 
The Alberta Post-War Reconstruction Committee Re- 


port was tabled in the Legislature in March of 1944 and 


authorization was given for the Faculty to proceed with 


CEs 
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the first phase of integration in the summer session of 
that year.52 pr, LaZerte, in anticipation of this develop- 
ment, had begun to draft administrative detail for the ex- 
pected session, Again, because of staff changes, he was 
forced’ co “assume *the*major*=burden°of this work)” Dr?4’Argue 
was offered the Secretarial position with the Canada 
Council on Education for Citizenship and was intending to 
leave the University.53 Dr. Smith was still serving with 
the armed forces, LaZerte requested that President Newton 
contact Hon, A,L, MacDonald, Minister of National Defence, 
to release Smith for the 1944 summer session to work with 
student rehabilitation at the University,54 A favourable 
reply was received and Smith was relieved of his duty on 
May 30, 1944,55 president Newton then informed Smith that 
LaZerte, McNally and others had requested that he assume 
the directorship of the summer school that year, To under- 
line the urgency and importance of this post, he stated: 
Dean LaZerte has no doubt explained to you the pros- 
pective organization of our summer school this year, 
Whichiwi lle provLde a. Sort of trial run for, our lar— 
ger plans for the Ses integration of teacher 
training-ain’ Alberta © 
It had been the policy of the Alberta Government 
to regulate teacher preparation at the University through 
the Liaison Committee which had operated since 1929, The 
details tor proposed integration were considered by the 
Liaison Committee at a meeting on January 13, 1944.97 at 


this meeting, LaZerte presented a summary of the courses 


which were to be offered at the summer session and 
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engendered a considerable amount of discussion on the pro- 
gramme, Dr, Newland suggested: 


...the programme to be offered in the Faculty of 
Education for the training of teachers in the pro- 
vince be left open for a considerable amount of 
study and negotiation, The Normal School staff 
are making a study of teacher training and should 
be given a chance to work out what they think 
desirable after which a round table conference 
could be held, He pointed out that there is a 
feeling on the part of some of the Normal School 
staff that the University tradition of the lec- 
ture method may to some extent handicap the tea- 
chers unless great care is exercised, They fur- 
ther hope that the special procedure in connec- 
tion with the enterprise and activity programme 
which has been so effectively developed by the 
Department of Education summer school may be con- 
tinued in a like manner at the combined summer 
Schools. turther they think that on Dr, LazZerte's 
list, not sufficient time has been given to the 
activity and enterprise programme and physical 
education, > 


Dr, Newland was confident that a satisfactory pro- 
gramme could be worked out and pointed out that this ex- 
periment, which was unique in Canada, had great possibili- 
_ties,°? He was therefore anxious that there be close coop- 
eration between the University and the Department of Educa- 
tion, 

The Alberta Post-War Reconstruction Committee had 
recommended that the Liaison Committee continue as an 
advisory board: 

..-with its powers expanded to embrace all prob- 

lems relating to the teacher training staff, ad- 

mission to the teacher training courses, the tea- 
cher training programme, and the certification of 
teachers; provided that a smaller standing com- 


mittee of the advisory board should deal with mat- 
ters of detail, 
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The board was expected to fulfill an advisory func- 
tion; however, the integration procedure also warranted 
a restructuring of this committee to enlarge its theatre 
of operation, 

To complement the work of the Liaison Committee, 
a Certification Committee had been established in 1938,61 
Te was now suggested that service could be improved if a 
new committee were designed to assume the functions of the 
two previous groups, Thus, at a meeting of the Certifica- 
tion Committee on April 1, 1944, the following persons were 
appointed as a Special Committee on Teacher Education, a 
committee requested by the Department of Education: 
the Supervisor of Schools, Newland, to act as Chairman; 


Die MEA Lazertes sDn. WA. SSwift= Dre ¢, “Sanson>. Mr, JW, 


Barnett; and Mr, W,D, McDougall, The special committee 
made a thorough study of the functions and regulations of 
a proposed Advisory Board of Teacher Education which would 
take the place of the Liaison Committee of the Faculty of 
Education and the Department of Education in the new arrange- 
ment for combining the Normal Schools with the Faculty of 
Education, ©2 

It was this special committee which conducted the 
spade work for integration, Included in the agenda for 


its consideration were the following issues: 


(1) The teacher education programme: courses, 
diplomas and certificates 


(2) Appointments to the staff of the Faculty of 
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Education and arrangements to be made with the 
present ¥staff of Normal School instructors, with 
special reference to pensions and University 
status, 

(3) The general principles and educational philo- 
sophy of the teacher education programme, and the 
means whereby the Department of Education could 
secure the implementation of these principles, 


(4) The appropriation of funds necessary to sup- 
port the Faculty of Education, 


(5) The relationship of the Faculty of Education 
to the superintendents and to the school system 
of the province, including such matters as ap- 
prentice and practice teaching, 


(6) The personnel of a proposed Board of Teacher 
Education and Teacher Certification, 


The special committee held six meetings from May 
through October of 1944 and submitted its final proposals 
on October 51 064 

The major problems encountered concerned the handing 
over to the University the responsibility for the profes- 
Sional and academic education of teachers without deroga- 
ting Lrom the Minister's right of control and the problem 
of the nature of the projected incorporation of teacher 
education in one institution: whether it would be a fusion 
of the Normal Schools with the Faculty of Education or the 
setting up of a semi-autonomous College of Education 
affiliated with the University.©5 To solve the first prob- 
lem, the special committee recommended to the Minister: 

That a Board of Teacher Education and Certification 

be established by Order-in-Council; such Board to 

consist of thirteen members: five representing the 

Department of Education; five, including the Super- 


visory Head of the Teacher-in-Training Department 
in the University of Alberta at Calgary, representing 
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the University; and three representing the Alberta 
Teachers' Association, 66 


The committee outlined the duties and powers of the 
Board of Teacher Education and Certification (see Appen- 
dix) 

The second major problem was a carry-over from several 
years of debate and proved to be a difficult issue to re- 
solve, According to Dr, McDougall: 


The staffs of the two Normal Schools tended, at 
first, to support the position taken by Dr, Sansom 

in 1927, At that time he argued that a College of 
Education would be as much fusion with the University 
as would be in the best interest of teacher educa- 
tion, especially of teachers in the elementary 
grades, Though there was a last minute appeal for 
College status from a prominent section of the Nor- 
mal School staff, the Department of Education and 

the negotiating committee agreed if there was to 

be an amalgamation it should be complete and with- 
out reservation, Only on these terms could teacher 
education and its teaching staff expect to be wel- 
comed into and absorbed by the University community, ©7 


The special committee was committed to just treat- 
ment of the staff in the Normal Schools, Dr. Newland ex- 
plained: 


It might further be stated that the special commit- 
tee is unanimously agreed that acceptable arrange- 
ments for protecting the proper interest of the 
present Normal staff must be regarded as conditions 
precedent to the performance of agreement between 
the Department of Education and the University of 
Alberta for the purpose of carrying out the pro- 
posed plan of integration, 


The committee stated in its report: 


Principals of the Edmonton Normal School and of the 
Calgary Normal School, and the instructional, 1li- 
BLavy and -OLrlrice Sstattia vor “the sald “Normal schools, 
shall be employed by the Governors of the University 
as members of the staff of the Faculty of Education, 
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LaZerte stated that there was a considerable amount of 
apprehension on the part of Normal School instructors con- 
cerning their future in the Faculty of Education, How- 
ever, once the Government had decided that integration was 
to take place, there was nothing that could reverse the 
trend,./0 He conducted a meeting for all of the Normal 
School instructors at St, Joseph's College to explain the 
transition and related that there was absolutely no hostil- 
ity or reactionary discussion from the members present, 71 

Following several months of negotiation, a Memoran- 
dum of Agreement was concluded between the Minister of 
Education and the Governors of the University of Alberta 
and an Order-in-Council was presented to the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council on December 28, 1944,72 The Order- 
in-Council, No.6-45,/73 was ratified and the Board of 
Teacher Education and Certification was established January 
A 1945.74 

At the first meeting of the Board of Teacher Edu- 

cation and Certification, Dr, LaZerte presented 

a general outline of programmes of training for 

the several classes of certificates, At the 

second meeting, by-laws were passed which were 

subsequently confirmed by Order-in-Council and 

further consideration was given to the Bachelor 

of Education programmes, and to the agreement be- 

tween the Department and the University of Alberta,75 

OnvApriisl, 91945) the University assumed itu re-— 
sponsibility for the training of teachers in the province, 


New programmes of study and regulations relating thereto 


were approved by the Board of Teacher Education and 
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Certification and were to become effective in September, 
1945, /© The staff of the Normal Schools was absorbed 
into the Faculty of Education, raising the number of perma- 
nent staff from three to twenty-six (see Appendix) ,77 
Integration placed unrealistic demands upon the facilities 
of St, Joseph's College, so immediate plans were made to 
house the Faculty of Education in the Edmonton Normal 
School, where provisions were being made to provide 
extra rooms in the basement,78 tLazerte stated: 
Although the Faculty of Education nominally as- 
sumed control of the Provincial Normal Schools on 
April 1, 1945, it did not become responsible di- 
rectly for all teacher ‘training until September, 
1945, the beginning of the 1945-1946 academic 


session, The student enrolment increased from 100 
to 800 for the start of this session,79 


Summar y 

The announcement in the Edmonton Bulletin on September 

29, 1944, stated that something new was added recently with 

. the transfer of Alberta Normal Schools to the Faculty of 
Education at the University of Alberta, The significance 
of this event was acd Ly recognized by the press and in- 
deed, as Dr, LaZerte stated, there was little Canada-wide 
reaction to the news release, 80 The importance of the event, 
however, was readily apparent in educational circles, It 
was an achievement Uncatalieled in Canadian education and 
can rightly be credited to the prominent educators of this 


province, 
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The fact that several organizations, namely the De- 
partment of Education, the University of Alberta and the 
Alberta Teachers' Association, jointly cooperated in the 
change, can only attest to the remarkable leadership of 
this period, It was evident that the dominant individuals, 
LaZerte, Newland, and Barnett, were charting the course to- 
ward professional status for teachers, The Board of Gover- 
nors.of the University, though optimistic with the pros- 
pects for teacher education at the University, expressed 
aj note ofi-concerns 

The Faculty of Education has been given new respon- 

sibilities that will strongly motivate all mem- 

bers of its staff. The University of Alberta is 
the first Canadian university to be given full 
responsibility for the training of teachers, The 

Faculty of Education has no final answers to the 

many problems that will arise, or to some that are 

already with us, but the entire assignment is an 
invitation to thought, experimentation and evalu- 
ation that is full of interest,81l 

Were it not for LaZerte, the issue of integration 
‘of teacher training could conceivably be unresolved, The 
integration, however, was the product of other forces as 
well, The international crisis was straining the human 
resources of the country, Teachers suffered unimaginable 
hardship but their essential service was maintained des- 
pite economic deterioration and personnel depletion, The 
state of the teaching profession cried out for justice and 
a chance to compete with other professions on an equal ba- 


sis, Thus, three committees over a period of four years 


investigated the conditions of education and proposed the 
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integration Of all teacher education. .,The principle of 
wawinversity education for all teachers, irrespective of 
the grades to be taught, lent a feeling of professionalism 
to the occupation of teaching, Complete integration was 
definitely a major accomplishment, considering the self- 
IntLecest of the negotiating parties to the agreement, 

The eventual conclusion can be explained in three words: 
LaZerte, Newland, and Barnett, These men disregarded sale. 
interests and reached a commonly acceptable programme for 
integration which can only be admired, 

Alberta pioneered in the integration of universi- 
ties and normal schools, a movement which gradually edged 
eastward and is still very much alive today, e.g. in New 
Brunswick and Ontario,82 The success of integration 
in other provinces has been inhibited by the traditional 
separation of teacher education and university education, 

The basic problem facing other provinces is the seemingly 
insurmountable obstacle of phasing normal schools out of 
existence, | 

In Alberta, integration was possible because of several 
factors: the University and Normal Schools were both 
owned and operated by the Provincial Government; the insti- 
tutions were in close proximity to each other; and force- 
ful leaders, LaZerte, of the University of Alberta, Newland, 
of the Department of Education and Barnett, of the Alberta 


Teachers' Association, were united in pursuit of this goal, 
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tn other provinces, community and self—interests 
have delayed the process of integration from reaching its 
ultimate objective: preparation of Ceachers at a uni— 
versity Faculty of Education, The benefits of integration 
are apparent from the experiences of the University of 
Alberta; however, the movement has so far failed to gain 


nation-wide acceptance, 
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CHAPTER VII 

A UNIVERSITY PREPARATION FOR ALL TEACHERS 

A landmark in teacher preparation in Alberta was 
erected with the accomplishment of full teacher integra- 
tion within the University in 1945, A stipulation of the 
"Memorandum of Agreement" as concluded between the Minis- 
ter of Education and the Governors of the University is 
Of Significance, 

This Agreement shall remain in force from year 

to year subject to cancellation by notice in 

writing from either party to the other at 

least one year before the cancellation is to 

become effective,l 
As the agreement could be terminated by either party, it 
was to the advantage of the Faculty of Education to de- 
velop a programme which would receive positive reponse 
from the Department of Education, It is the purpose of 
this chapter to examine the efforts of both the Univer- 
: sity and the Department of Education in their bid to pro- 
vide a professional training for the Education students, 

As World War II concluded, major readjustments were 
required by the society to meet the needs of a peaceful 
era, At this time the University of Alberta was in- 
volved in a reassessment of the educational needs of the 
society, The Faculty of Education was faced with two 
major problems: the education of returning veterans, 


and the development of higher teacher standards, Teachers 


were in great demand throughout the province, Despite 


eel 








esw adrediA ni soteaadlae penis at per rt ovr 
-sipeini xsdosed Liu? to tnemlekigmoons erfd ody datw Bosoere 





a 


eit to norinteetoe A ,@bel ni ysiexevinu ad nbdsiw nolg 
-einiM eds nsewied bebifonos as “tases pA to mubnszomeM" i 
ai ysbexevinU odd to aronzevod ons bos nicht nt to x92 


tsey moxt sox? si nismsx ifede ; i inde a 
at 9otjon yd notssileanso oF due xsey of “ ceee 


| 36 xefdo eft of ysxrsq teftis mor? paksixw 
ot ai nolis[feons> sd}, si0ted zsey eno Jtasel 
| f evitostie emozed 

| 4i .y¥S%4aq xwettis vd bedsnimisd od blvos Inemesxps ont aa 

| -96b ot noidsoubad to YIluosy eddy to spsdnsvbs eft oF -esw 

senoge1 evitieog evispst biviow dotdw eons xpo0q, 6 qolev 

4 to eaoging edd ai JI ,noidsoub to Jnemsxsged ef3 moxt 

-tevinU siz nzod to esioltie sts on imexe ot 1s3qsdo eid 

-O 1g 02 bid tied nit noltsouba_ to josmsxsqed edd. bas ysie 
.stnebuse soltsouba edz xot poinis Isnoleestoxg 5 ebiv. . 

_ s19W alban wut tata not ser ‘pieetocs II sw bLlioW aA = 
| {utsoseq 8 to #been edd Jeon oF edikeen edt yd beckons 
nk esw sixedlA to yslereviny ed? emis ebdd 3A ,si9 , an 
‘itd 20 been Lenn iu silt Ro > Seeman s geen aie 





ee ae es soteveb ou 





Abels 


this demand, teacher prestige and status remained very 
low and students were reluctant to choose education as 

a profession, This chapter will examine the development 
of university programmes which attempted to establish 
teaching as a worthwhile profession, a profession which 
would warrant ranking along with the other professions 
which required extensive training at the University, 

All teacher preparation was not confined to the 
campus of the University in Edmonton, There was also 
a southern branch of the Faculty located in Calgary, 
Lazerte was directly responsible for the operation of 
Thiss ost itution as well, and,as,a result, a discus- 
sion of the developments in Calgary will also be con- 
sidered, 

Rural children in Alberta suffered to a larger 
degree than urban children during the acute teacher 
shortage of the 1940's, As a potential cure for this 
critical situation, the Faculty of Education put added 
emphasis on the preparation of teachers for rural areas, 
A significant development was the Clover Bar Project, 
which will be discussed in this chapter, The staff of 
the Faculty of Education was also involved in another pro- 
ject in its efforts to assist the rural teachers of the 
province, “This project will also be considered, 

A major contribution to education in Canada was 


provided by LaZerte and five graduate students during 1948, 
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The Canadian Education Association initiated a study of 
the Status of the Teaching Profession in Canada, The 
fend ies of this study verified LaZerte's conviction that 
the teaching profession could only survive and expand if 
teachers were determined to make the sacrifices to become 
competent professionals, 

The public appeared uninterested in the plight of 
the teaching profession; they rather were simply concerned 
about the widespread existence of empty aiesepeens across 
the province, Although the situation did not improve for 
Many years, LaZerte was convinced that the improvement in 
status was directly related to the improvement of quali- 
fications of the teaching force, 

The chapter will conclude with the retirement of 
LaZerte, the man who pioneered the role of teacher prepara- 


tion within the University, 


Consolidation of Teacher Preparselon, aly the University, 


The architects of a university education for tea- 
chers, Barnett, Newland, and LaZerte, had launched teacher 
preparation on a new course, The foundation for the new 
programme was set, lLaZerte was now faced with the task 
of assembling the structure of the integrated Faculty. 
There were numerous unknown obstacles to be faced and 
LaZerte was willing to concede: "The Faculty of Education 


has no final answers to the many problems that will arise, 
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or to some that are already with us."2 The work on the 
development of this integrated Faculty was extensive and 
demanding. The former staffs of the Government Normal 
Schools were assigned positions at the University. Ten 
instructors were appointed Associate Professors of 
Education; nine became Assistant Professors,3 The assimila- 
tion of Normal School instructors was undertaken with tre- 
mendous cooperation and harmony. As Dr. B,E, Walker re- 
lated, "The instructors were apprehensive of the effects of 
this move on their status and pension plan."4 They were, 
however, given appointments and were assured that their posi- 
tion on the civil service pension plan was to be maintained, > 
The move was generally considered an enhancement in prestige 
and status, however, a sacrifice on the part of the Princi- 
pal of the Edmonton Normal School was clearly recognized, 
G.S, Lord, by virtue of this development, was a victim of 
numbers, He was forced to relinguish his principalship at 
the Edmonton Normal School for a lesser position as Associate 
Professor of Education at the University.©® The agreement 
to guarantee all former civil servants all the salary and 
pension privileges caused a benefit to the entire academic 
staff of the University. According to McDougall: 

It soon became noised abroad that many of the in- 

structors of the recently enlarged Faculty of 

Education were receiving more money and higher 

ranks than long established members of other 


faculties who had been held up by the rank barriers, 
Education had broken a log jam: appropriate 
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adjustments were made in other teaching areact / 


Students and Programmes 

A natural consequence of integration was a large 
influx of students into the FacultymofvEducatiion., “LaZerte 
was very optimistic about the new prestige of the Faculty 
of Education, He stated in his report to the Board of 
Governors in 1945-1946: 

The Faculty of Education is now second only to 

the Faculty of Arts and Science in size of its 

student body, There took place here not only 

the post-war growth characteristic of all faculties, 

but a further increase due to the popularity among 

the teaching profession of the transference 

of all teacher training to the University. 

The teaching profession was undoubtedly aware of 
the possible increase in status of teachers educated in 
a university, One of the essential prerequisites to in- 
creased status was a lengthening of this training period, 
When LaZerte first explained the structure of university 
preparation for teachers, he stated that the basic teacher 
training period was to be lengthened from one to two years, 
beginning September 1, 1945.2 The optimism related to 
this expanded programme was, however, short-lived, The 
acute teacher shortage had placed the Government in the 
position of choosing between improving teacher qualifica- 
tions at the expense of having classrooms empty during this 
period or of hiring teachers with minimum qualifications 


for the empty classrooms at the expense of harming the 


professional status of teaching, The decision of the 
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Government was announced by the Minister of Education, 
Hon, R, Earl Ansley. A summary of his announcement and 
public reaction was reprinted from the Edmonton Journal, 
May 12,+1946,.byithesA:T Az: 

The Government could have been in no doubt of 

public reaction to the announcement by the Minis- 

ter of Education at the recent annual convention 
of Alberta Teachers in Calgary, The two-year 
course for teachers which had won such wide appro- 
val had been in effect for less than a single term 
when the cabinet abruptly reduced the course to 
one year for permanent certificates for elementary 
and intermediate grade teachers, Not only educa- 
tionists, but all people generally, were shocked, 

They are convinced that Alberta needs and must 

have well educated teachers, 

The proposal met stiff opposition and a compromise 
was reached following discussions between the Cabinet and 
the Board of Teacher Education and Certification, The 
minimum was set at one year of training; however, the 
student received only an interim certificate good for two 

years and was restricted to teaching at a level below 
grade X, In specific cases, particularly in rural areas, 
it was agreed to allow the teacher also to teach grade x tL 

It was extremely difficult for the Faculty of Edu- 
cation to provide highly trained, competent teachers during 
this period, Many short term measures were instituted to 
maintain a level of service in classrooms at the expense 
of the long term goal of professional status, 

The Government attempted to stimulate an interest 


in teaching by providing financial assistance to prospec-— 


tive teachers, The initial step was announced as follows: 
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During the year (1946) the Government initiated 

a policy of payment of tuition fees for students 
in the one year course at the Faculty of Education 
leading to the Junior Elementary and Intermediate 
Certificate, The effect of such a policy is 
difficult to assess though it may be presumed 

that if continued it will attract many students 

to the Faculty,12 


The financial strain on prospective teachers was 
also softened in 1947, the filling of empty classrooms 
again being the objective, The Government plan was an- 
nounced in the Annual Report of 1947: 


One of the measures taken by the Government in 
1947 to relieve the teacher shortage was the 
granting of scholarships to candidates enrolling 
riethie Faculty of "sducation, Us of Ay, *Calgary or 
Edmonton, in September, Two hundred scholarships 
were available, each was in the amount of $200, 
These scholarships were awarded in addition to 
the payment of fees with the condition that the 
student must teach in Alberta for three years, 


It was reported that of the two hundred scholar- 
ships available, one hundred and eighty-four were accepted, 14 

By 1949, the school districts and divisions were 
also involved in providing financial assistance to pros- 
pective teachers: 

This year, for the first time, the school districts 

and school divisions were invited to participate 

in the plan, Under the former system about 200 

scholarships were available in the amount of $200 

each, payable entirely by the Government, Under 

the system inaugurated in 1949, the amount of the 

bursary is $300 if the bursary is given jointly 

by the Department of Education and a school dis- 

Eract or school division, 15 

If the student accepted this bursary of $300, he 


or she was obligated to teach in the donor division or 


district for two years, If only the $200 scholarship was 
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accepted, the teacher was obligated to teach in Alberta 
for two years, Tuition fees were also paid along with 
the scholarship money,16 
The programme for assisting students financially 
was designed to fill vacant classrooms as quickly as pos- 
sible, As a result, maximum aid was made available to stu- 
dents on the one-year programme, while those on an extended 
programme were given little assistance, The Faculty of 
Education was conscious of this inequality and attempted 
to have the Government reassess its plan, At a Faculty 
of Education meeting on November 2, 1948, it was reported: 
Students in Junior programmes received on the 
average $356.00 in grants and scholarships while 
those in Senior E, and I received $63,00 
As one disgruntled faculty member stated, "It is 
no wonder we have difficulty in encouraging students to 
register in the two-year programme ," 18 
LaZerte was unable to convince Government officials 
of the deficiencies of this programme and as late as 1949, 
he stated, "It is unlikely that increased assistance will 
be given to those who register in the two-year programme,"19 
To compound the problem, the war and the resulting 
teacher shortage had forced the Government to relax stand- 
ards of students in high school in order to eae ide the 
Faculty of Education with as many candidates for the teach- 
ing profession as possible, In 1945, LaZerte stated, 


"The requirements for entrance were too low and many students 
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without matriculation standing were permitted to register, 
In the future only fully matriculated students will be 
allowed to register ,"20 

The Government also realized that low standards had 
contributed to poor education in the province, 


Inspector-superintendents agree that during the 
past decade there has been a steady decline in the 
competence of teachers generally. This is attribu- 
ted. to the enlistment of.many of our better tea- 
chers in the Armed forces and to the failure of 
teaching to compete successfully with other occu- 
pations in attracting the most able and personable 
of our young men and women, Many have entered 

the profession or have been called to return to it 
without the academic background, the personality, 
the imaginativeness, the resourcefulness and the 
inspirational qualities essential, They are 

often found lacking win organizing ability, in the 
use of instructional and developmental techniques 
and in creative vision for the purposeful direc- 
tion of activities, The large turnover amongst 
this group militated against any real interest in 
professional improvement, There has been a dis-— 
tinct lowering of the qualifications of teachers 
in service over this period, 


Dr, Walker related that the Department of Education 
chose to allow students with insufficient high school cre- 
dits to enter the Faculty of Education,22 The product 
emerging from the Faculty of Education during these years 
of lax admission standards, generous financial aid and 
short period of training was extremely different from the 
professionals first envisaged by the Faculty. 

The responsibility for teacher preparation in the 
Faculty of Education necessitated an expansion of pro- 
grammes offered to prospective teachers, Special courses 


for Home Economics teachers were prepared, Previously, 
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Home Economics courses were meant primarily for those grad- 
uates who were interested in the commercial or dietetics 
phase of nutrition, With the new course, the training: of 
Home Economics teachers became an integral part of the 
teacher training scheme, 23 The Department of Education 
had found it necessary to provide training for hundreds 
of teachers when the curriculum of 1937 was expanded to 
include many new options, These teachers received Remit 
fFicates to teach such subjects as art, dramatics, typing, 
shorthand, woodwork and home economics, The teachers re- 
ceived little or no monetary reward for this further train- 
ing, the only credit received being the satisfaction of 
having a statement from the Department to the effect that 
certain work had been completed, 24 The A,T.A, considered 
this responsibility for improvement of teacher qualifi- 
cations without proper compensation harmful to the profes- 
sion, In 1945, the Annual General Meeting asked that sum- 
mer courses, including industrial arts courses, taken from 
1938 on, be allowed to count as university credits, The 
University agreed to this resolution, and in fact accepted 
all courses taken in 1936 and after as credit towards a 
Beno degree ,25 

President Newton stated that the University did not 
initiate the proposal for the integration of teacher train- 
ing but welcomed it wholeheartedly, since it was in line 
with the evolution of professional training everywhere, 26 


Its concessions related to credit in the courses taken 
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from 1936 to 1944 verify the fact that the Faculty of 
Education was willing to cooperate and bring about a 
harmonious scheme of integration, 

LaZerte, in outlining the details for the Faculty, 
was of the opinion that instruction in art, music, drama, 
household economics, etc, would be given in the first two 
years of the proposed four-year course and that the instruc- 
tional staff of the discontinued Normal Schools would do 


Gis work ,2/ 


Veterans 

The return of veterans to Canadian society swelled 
the ranks of educational institutions, Compensation for 
the years spent in patriotic duty was duly accepted and 
opportunities for educational advancement were not denied 
to those who began preparation for a new life, Many 
_veterans had not completed matriculation requirements, so 
a crash course was established to fulfill this need, As 
Dr, Chalmers relates, "Universities did not lower their 
standard to admit the returning veterans, Instead, Depart- 
ments of Education established pre-matriculation schools, 
financed by the Federal Government, to provide upgrading 
or refresher courses for potential undergraduates," 28 
The large enrolment of veterans added an interesting dimen- 
sion to the student body of the University. The age of 


these students was a distinguishing mark, However, the 
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greatest difference was evident in the attitudes of these 
men, They were extremely serious, hoping to make the most 
of this opportunity. They were vocal in course work and 
their maturity gave rise to excellent reports and presenta- 
EONS in the classes, It may be speculated that the over- 
all influence of these veterans gave the fledgling Paculty 
of Education the basis for successful accomplishments in 
teacher education, 29 The glowing success of the veterans 
was recognized in the Senate of the University, 
The student veteran has made a real go of univer- 
sity studies, Many of these men were denied educa- 
tional opportunities during the depression period 
before the war, All of them recognized the tre- 
mendous opportunity the rehabilitation scheme 
afforded, One could not help but be struck by 
the deep hunger for training of these Canadian 
young people, 30 
The facilities for accommodating the upsurge in stu- 
dent enrolment caused Government officials to consider 
expansion either at the University of Alberta or in Cal- 
gary. The PostWar Reconstruction Committee had reported 
in 1944 that: 
Thousands of troops are taking matriculation corres- 
pondence courses, so the University is planning 
full summer terms for post-war years to help them 
to accelerate their graduation, Furthermore, the 
University hopes, by starting a junior college in 
Calgary, to relieve the anticipated overcrowding, 31 
The Calgary Normal School did not close its doors 
when full integration was achieved in 1945, although the 
programme offered was directed by the Dean of the Faculty 


of Education, As such, the institution in Calgary became 


known as the Calgary Branch of the Faculty of Education, 
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operating as a Junior College, 


Calgary Branch of the Pacwley of Education 


During the first year of operation of the Calgary 
Branch of the Faculty, 155 students began pursuing a B,Ed, 
degree, 32 At this time it was stated that Calgary would 
have first year students only and war emergency students, 33 
Dean LaZerte was responsible for the operation of the Branch 
and as such, outlined the programmes to be followed, 
stating that textbooks, curriculum and examinations were 
to be the same as those offered in Edmonton,34 Dean 
LaZerte travelled to Calgary for faculty meetings and was 
not favourably impressed with the atmosphere of the southern 
branch, He suggested that the old Normal School climate 
was very prevalent and that the student presentations were 
more suitable to high school than to university performance, 3° 
The status of the Calgary Branch became a signifi- 
cant issue and a series of proposals was forthcoming from 
concerned citizens in Calgary, The citizens wanted a 
Faculty of Education; however, there was some opposition 
to this suggestion, Dr, G.D, Stanley gave a speech in 
which he gave three reasons why a faculty should not be 
established in Calgary: the population of Alberta could 
not support two universities, the faculty would interfere 
with Mount Royal College, the faculty would harm the 
technical institution,36© These reasons received a quick 


rebuttal and in May, 1946, the A,T,A, reported: 
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Consideration is being given to the question of 
expanding the staff and facilities of the Calgary 
paare) of ithe RaculbtywoflEducationymo£ tthe U,iorf 
A 


Public pressure began to mount and at the October 
meeting of the Senate a submission was received from M,G,R, 
Gell, Secretary Treasurer of the Calgary School Board, 
on behalf of the committee for the promotion of the 
Soutnern branch of the U. of a, 38 The Chancellor stated, 
"Due to limited funds, the Government feels it wise to 
expand present facilities in Edmonton and defer expan- 
SLOnwin Calgary." 39 Dr. Newton stated that the Board of 
Governors and apparently also the Government were at one 
time prepared to establish a Calgary Branch, in fact a 
Dean of such a branch was nearly appointed, The oppor- 
tunity was missed and the huts which were to have been 
used for the branch were allocated to other purposes , 40 

It was agreed, however, that a committee of the 
Senate composed of the Chancellor (McNally), the Chairman 
of the Board of Governors (Parlee), the President (Newton), 
and Dean LaZerte investigate the proposal for expansion 
of the Calgary Branch, 41 The committee met on December 
5, 1946, with forty representatives from various organ- 
izations to discuss the matter, Parlee told the assem- 
bled representatives that in 1943, he had suggested a 
university be located on the North Hill but the matter 
was not seriously pursued by Calgary residents, Now 


Edmonton was involved in a building programme and he did 
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not feel it wise to ask the Government to build in 
Calgary as well, He stated that the committee could 
approach the Government if it was determined to pursue 
the matter further.42 For the immediate time the matter 
was dropped. In the spring of 1947, however, preparations 
were made to expand the programme offered in Calgary 
to two years, 43 The Board of Governors reported: 
The most important development during the session 
was the recent decision to offer immediately in 
the University's branch of the Faculty of: Education 
at Calgary, the full two-year course in teacher 
training, The Provincial Government gave hearty 
approval to this project and assured the University 
of extra funds as Beaune” to put the scheme into 
operation this fall1,44 
With the increase to two years a reality, the south- 
ern branch began to increase pressure for classes leading 
tO. a BA wand Beco wo Dr, Newton reported to the Senate 
in May, 1948: 
During the recent session of the Legislature, 
the Calgary committee had approached the Govern- 
ment directly asking for expansion of the Calgary 
Branch, The request had been rejected by the 
Legislature, 
The Calgary Branch was under the administration of 
Corea hianining, first Director, who died very unexpectedly 
in February, 1946, His work was temporarily assigned to 
Dr, C, Sansom, who was to serve as Acting Director for the 
period March 1, to.June 30,..1946.,47 Although Dr. Sansom 
was due to retire in 1945, he had been requested to remain 


on the staff during the inaugural period of integration, 


Following his term as Acting Director on June 30, he was 
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requested to extend this appointment for an additional 
year. 48 Mr. A.L. Doucette was appointed the new Director 
©f the Calgary Branch in June, 1947.49 

Rapport between the Faculty of Education and the 
branch in Calgary had been criticized in some quarters 
during the first years of the arrangement. President 
Newton received notice from Miss Catherine Pierce, Vice 
President of the Students' Union in Edmonton, that she had 
the impression that the faculty members of the Calgary 
Branch were opposed to the close union of the two insti- 
tutions.50 It is possible that the Calgary Branch sought 
independence in its formative years; however, it was 
reported that by 1948 the entire Calgary staff was coming 
to Edmonton for a two-day joint session to deal with all 
aspects of the joint task of educating teachers.°21 Cooper- 
ation was undoubtedly the foundation for the relationship 
which was undertaken. LaZerte, who renee the major 
differences between the larger university and the branch 
in Calgary, endeavored to cultivate a good relationship 
and above all to enhance the status of teaching in the 


province. 


Clover Bar PEO |G 


A large number of graduating teachers were des- 
tined to find employment in the one-room rural schools of 


the province. As a result, an ambitious project for rural 
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practice teaching was undertaken. As early as 1938,22 
LaZerte and Smith had comtemplated the idea. However, 
logistics made it appear impossible. The closure of 
Camrose Normal School in 1938 had effectively eliminated 
their limited efforts of rural practice teaching, as from 
that time on, all training was given in Edmonton and 
Calgary. The Clover Bar Project was not, however, Simply . 
considered a rural practice teaching unit. The Faculty 

On EOuCcatt on Nad Otner alms in mind. Dr. aJ.C. Jonason 
explained the nature of this project: 


At the outset it was made clear that the Faculty 
was not seeking to set up a rural practice teach- 
ids erneEClOVer Bar cchnoGl Division. the 
aim was twofold: to provide the special one-year 
students in Education a short period of observa- 
tion in rural schools and to enable the Faculty 
of Education to give leadership in the teaching 
profession comparable to that given by the 
Faculty of Medicine to the medical profession. °3 


The project was conceived as an experiment which 
-would be of great value to the schools of the entire prov- 
ince. 


iipticwcolt sgores.946, the hoard of, Teacher Edu 
cation recommended to the Honourable R.E. Ansley, 
Minister of Education, that an Educational Work-— 
ship and Research Unit be set up to enable the 
Faculty of Education .to,enrich the teacher 
training experience of its students and to afford 
opportunities for the staff and senior students 
of the Faculty of Education to conduct educational 
surveys and experimental work that would make 
worthwhile contributions to the advancement of 
education in the province of Alberta.54 


The scheme was approved by the Minister and after 
conferences between Mr. W.E. Frame, Chief Superintendent of 


Schools; Dr. M.E. LaZerte, Dean of the Faculty of Education; 
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Mr. JsJ. leblanc, Superintendent of the Clover Bar School; 

and the Clover Bar Board; Dr. Jonason was appointed Liaison 
Superintendent to assume duties on September 1, 1947.55 

The Provincial Department of Education appeared optimistic 

concerning the influence gee project could have on the im- 

provement of education in the province. As reported in 

the 1947 Annual Report: 


It has long been recognized that teacher training 
institutions tend, as the actual classroom exper- 
iences of personnel become more remote in time, 

to become more and more theoretical to the detri- 
ment of their work, the theory not necessarily 
being tested and tempered by actual classroom 
contact. Further, the classroom experiences of 
the students have been largely limited to city 
schools, whereas they began teaching and perhaps 
continue to teach in rural schools. To counter 
these factors an arrangement has been made whereby 
an additional superintendent has been appointed 
COpworkm onthe Clover Bar Schoo] Division. |The 
Liaison Superintendent works in close coopera- 
tion with the staff of the Faculty in the develop- 
ment of projects which bring both staff and stu- 
dents into more intimate relation with the rural 
schools adjacent to Edmonton. 


For the first six weeks, organizational meetings 
were held. Schools in the division were visited to deter- 
mine thein.suitability. to. the-project and teachers. of the 
division were carefully informed of the objectives of the 
project.°/ Binealivy.«. On October, ll, the Dean and .statE.or 
the. FacuLty of Edueation entertained, the staffaot the eClover 
Bar Division at a seminar and tea to provide ce opportunity 
for both groups to become acquainted.°8 The project was 
then officially started during the last two weeks im October 


and first week in November. At this time three classes. of 
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junior elementary and intermediate student teachers were 
sent out to the rural schools for observation and partici- 
pation.2? 

The students spent one week in the fall observing 
the demonstration teacher, getting acquainted with the stu- 
dents, supervising work, and outlining the enterprise 
which would be conducted in the spring. For two weeks 
in the spring, the student teacher presented the unit 
which was prepared during the winter months. €©0 

A check of the effectiveness of the project 
was provided in the form of a questionnaire to the student 
teachers. The results revealed that in their estimation 
the rural school experience constituted a very valuable, 
if not the most valuable, part of their teacher training 
programme .61 

The faculty of the University also became involved 
in a number of projects in educational research. A summary 
of these projects is found in Appendix H. 

oO) Supplement the spractical work of University staff 
in the rural schools of the Clover Bar Division, another 
Survey by the Faculty was initiated. LaZerte reported 
to the Board of Governors that in the year 1947-1948, 
all members of the Faculty of Education state went out for 
the weeks of May and June to visit rural schools in 
various divisions of the province and to give assistance 


to teachers having difficulties with specific problems. 62 
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The Dean and faculty were conscious of the criti- 
cal problems in classrooms throughout the province. Their 
professional reponsibilities to provide qualified and 
competent teachers to meet these problems were rendered 
almost impossible by the short term policies of the 
Government. The short term policies of one-year teacher 
training programmes, expanded financial aid for only firsts 
year students, and elimination of high entrance require- 
ments only aggravated the condition of the teaching 
profession. Undoubtedly, the rural school projects pro- 
vided valuable experience and increased teaching knowledge. 
However, the real problems of the teaching profession were 
not being eliminated. LaZerte took the initiative to de- 
termine for public consumption, the essential problems 


which were plaguing the profession. 


C.E.A. Report on the Status of the Teaching Profession 


The Board of Governors reported in 1947-1948 that: 


The Dean of the Faculty is chairman of a committee 
of the CEA charged with the responsibility of 
studying and reporting at the September, 1948 
conference on "Canada's Teaching Personnel". 

The Dominion-wide study has been carried out un- 
der the Dean's direction by five graduate stu- 
dents of the Faculty of Education. The investi- 
gation covers the topics: 

(1) Funetion of the school 

(2) The teacher shortage, causes and remedies 

(3) Recruitment selection and training of teachers 
(4) Prestige of the teaching profession 

(5) The teacher and the community 


In a few short months the study was completed, 


giving substance to the quotation by McDougall that when 
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Dr. LaZerte went into action he was a nuclear-powered 
dynamo.64 LaZerte gave a report on this survey to the 
Senate of the University in May 1948, in which he re- 
fevredsspeciticaly to, tie situation in Alberta: 

The teacher shortage can and is being solved; 

but not by producing teachers with insufficient 

education. Although the enrolment in the 

Faculty of Education has increased over the last 

four years to meet the teacher shortage, more 

scholarships and financial aid must be provided. 65 

He went on to say that most members of the Faculty 
of Education could obtain much higher salaries teaching 
in city high schools and cited an example where one in- 
structor in Calgary accepted three hundred dollars a 
year less to come to the University staff. The Depart- 
ment of Education had released valuable members from its 
staff in order that the Faculty would have sufficient in- 
structors . 66 

LaZerte referred also to the heavy duties of the 
members of the Faculty of Education. "They must super- 
vise practice teaching of 500 student teachers in addition 
to giving their regular lectures." Much of their time 
Was spent in the Clover Bar Division and several weeks a 
year at country points.6/ 

LaZerte concluded his report by stating: 

When a degree is required of all teachers and 

they are all working under a single salary 

schedule there will be no distinction between 

elementary and secondary teachers and their 

conditions will have improved. More education 


must be a qualification for teachers and when 
they have invested more in the profession they 
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will be inclined to remain there longer.68 
LaZerte, it appears, was convinced that the teach- 
ing profession must help itself if it hoped to achieve 
the status and associated salaries and working conditions 


of a professsional group. 


Changes in the Education Programme 


Toward the end of LaZerte's service as Dean of 
the Faculty, favourable changes were occuring in the strug- 
gle to improve education in the 1 Opa aE: Mr. Justice 
Parlee, Chairman of the Board of Governors, complimented 
Dean LaZerte, "... for his enthusiasm, energy, and fore- 
Sight which has raised the level of the Faculty of Educa- 
tion."©9 ‘The Department of Education reported in 1948, 
"It is generally agreed that the quality of the recent 
graduates of the Faculty of Education is better than during 
_the war years."/0 Progress was being made in teacher prepa- 
ration despite the various conditions which militated 
against the efforts of the Faculty. 

A change in certification for teachers was ini- 


tiated in 1949, when the following credentials were estab- 


lished: 
Certificate Years Of Training Grade Validity 
Standard S 2 years LV ttoy XT 
Standard E 2 years tte Ix 
Professional 3 years ii EOUxXTT 

As stated: 


No new Junior Elementary and Intermediate 
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certificates will be issued, but graduates of 

the one-year programme will be issued temporary 

licences and may qualify in the usual way for 
the Stqndard S or E, after completing the second 
year. 

The new regulations became effective on July 
dy ert 0 and led to renewed optimism by LaZerte. He 
told the Board of Governors in 1949: 

The enrolment of the Faculty of Education con- 

tinues to increase slowly. It is anticipated 

that registrations will increase about fifty 

in number next session. The two-year programme 

which will in future lead to a Standard Certi- 

ficate is increasing in popularity. Present 
indications are that the one-year progyamme may 
be discontinued in two or three years. 

The graduate programme was also modified, putting 
greater emphasis on educational research. The previous 
programme for an M.Ed. consisted of eight courses, three 
in Arts and five in Education as well as a comprehensive 


74 In the new programme, Dr. Smith reported 


examination. 
that the eight-course programme was discontinued and that 


all students were to register in six courses plus a thesis. /9° 


The Retirement of Dean LaZerte 

Lazerte, upon reaching the age of 65, retired as 
the Dean of the Faculty of Education on September 1, 1950.76 
The administrative position he had held for so many years 
in the Faculty was assumed by Dr. H.E. Smith, his colleague 
for twenty-one years./7 lLaZerte stepped down from this 
demanding position but did not terminate his association 


with the University. He began to concentrate again on his 
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first love: the instruction of mathematics in the elemen- 
tary grades. He taught elementary mathematics at a 
University experimental school, concentrating on the 
understanding of systems rather than the memorization yor 
numbers and facts.’8 He related that this project was 
another illustration of the ability of young children to 
comprehend numbers as a system rather than isolated 
symbols./79 

The greatest achievement of LaZerte's work at the 
University was the widely acclaimed transfer of teacher 
education from the Normal Schools to the University. As 
Dr. Chalmers relates, "Without the dynamic and able lead- 
ership ofsthes forceful LazZerte, the transfer of the Normal 
Schools would have been delayed for years, perhaps for a 
generation. "80 

The ambitious LaZerte, however, did not feel that 
- his objectives of a professional preparation in the Uni- 
versity were achieved simply by transferring training 
from Normal Schools to the University. He pursued a higher 
ideal - a university degree for every teacher. 8l 

There is little apparent trend in Canada yet to- 

ward making university graduation a prerequisite 

to certification, but it may be that within the 

next twenty-five years that this higher require- 

ment will be introduced. Canada is moving from 

frontier to front nation status. Standards 

that served in pioneer days May soon be judged 

unsatisfactory if the Canadian public is given 

the facts regarding the present status of our 


profession. Our ultimate Canadian goal should 
be a university degree for every teacher. 82 
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LaZerte had seen teacher education grow froma 
small department to a large faculty at the University. 
He had carried the burdens of the chief administrative 
post and had provided remarkable leadership through the 
difficult years of consolidation and expansion. He 
related that he "lived University work" but was deter- 
mined never to take his work home with him.®2 His con- 
tributions were massive in light of the fact that he 
was the sole administrator responsible for all develop- 
ments within the Faculty until his retirement in 1950. 

The appointment of Dr. H.E. Smith as Dean in 
1950 coincided with a reorganization of responsibilities 
within the Faculty. The responsibilities were considered 
too extensive for one man to bear. As reported by the 
Board of Governors, Dr. Smith incorporated three divisions 
to increase efficiency and harmony within the Faculty. 
“The divisions were Secondary Education, Elementary 
Education and Education Psychology under the chairman- 
ship of Coutts, McDougall and Dunlop respectively. 84 
Four men were now prepared to share responsibilities for 
tiemoperat ion, Of ithe FacuLty,.—..c).bOsition, lazer tes had, ful 
Chelcd Withieakot I nction LOm SOsmany yGars. 

Dye. SMLeh was GULCkK. io, recognize, the service to 
education provided by Dean LaZerte: 

Only those who see the position of Dean of 

Education from the inside can have any idea of 


the difficulties of it. The Dean must be more 
than Janus-faced - that is merely a matter of 
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being able to look in two directions at once. 

He must somehow contrive to keep his eye on the 
general public (which usually means parents with 
troublesome children), on the Government Depart- 
ment of Education (which has always a vital 
interest in teacher training), on his colleagues 
in the teaching profession (who expect him to 
give their interests priority always), and, 
finally, on a watchful University Council 
interested in the maintenance of sound academic 
standard. The Dean has fought valiantly on all 
those fronts.85 


Summary 
During the period from 1945 to 1950, LazZerte 


undertook the task of providing leadership to the new 
Faculty of Education. The period was characterized by a 
struggle of educators attempting to improve qualifications 
and standards depreciated by the recently concluded war. 
The short term programmes initiated by the Department OF 
Education provided a serious handicap to the long range 
goals of the teaching profession. However, it was simply 

a choice of interim policy to meet the crisis of teacher 
shortage or long term policy with the result of empty 
classrooms throughout the province. lLaZerte consistently 
campaigned for extended professional training foretea— 
chers but was realistic in providing the best training pos- 
sible under the existing conditions. He used his ability 

as an administrator to outline the programme for the 
Faculty of Education and to ensure the harmonious assimila- 
tion of teaching personnel from the closed Normal schools. 


He developed a close working relationship with the Calgary 
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Branch of the Faculty and was directly responsible for the 
programme offered in that city. To widen the experience 
of student teachers, he initiated a rural teaching pro- 
gramme in the Clover Bar Division and was willing to aid 
education throughout the province by having staff members 
directly contact schools and provide assistance for two 
months every year. 

The emergence of large numbers of returned men 
following the war added another dimension to his work. 
Suitable adjustments were made to accommodate these men, 
who possessed far greater experience and maturity than the 
other freshmen. 

The continuing crisis in teacher shortage was 
clearly diagnosed by LaZerte and remedies for the crisis 
Were provided. “The C.k.A. study focused “on ‘the problems 
faced by the teaching profession and gave emphasis to the 
conclusions that short term policy would not eliminate 
these problems. 

LaZerte's retirement concluded a period of 
twenty-six years of service at the University of Alberta. 
The foundations and structures had been securely established 
and LaZerte left a record of service which could only be 


evaluated as very remarkable indeed. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

The writer believes that this thesis has docu- 
mented the contribution made to education in Alberta 
by M.E. LaZerte during his career as school teacher, 
school’ dnspector,ADirector of,the School of Education, 
Prinewpals oft sthe. Cod lege; of.Education, and Dean, of: the 
Faculty of Education. LaZerte had great concern for 
teaching and demonstrated by his action his desire to 
place teaching on a plane equivalent to other learned pro- 
fessions. Foremost among his convictions was that a uni- 
versity education was a prerequisite to professional 
Status andl mecognitaon.as Suchs-training, for all, itteachers 
in Alberta became a reality at the eleventh hour of his 
career and contributed to his stature as an educational 
leader in Canada. 

LaZerte used his wealth of experience in education 
to chart the course of teacher preparation in the province. 
He relied on several aspects of his personal experiences 
to forge new programmes for aspiring teachers. The most 
significant influence in the direction of teacher train- 
ing in the University resulted from LaZerte's study in 
Chicago under Charles Judd. His conclusions were Laon 
porated into education for teachers in Alberta. The major 
innovation involved a complete departure from the prac-— 


tices of teacher training at, the Normal, Schools. . Thereafter 
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teacher education was based on a firm foundation of psy- 
chological and philosophical principles. Students were 
provided with the intellectual tools with which to analyze 
classroom and individual student Dropvems try light “of 
scientific studies completed on the proovemsVat “hand? It 
was LaZerte's conviction that students would become com- 
petent teachers by their exposure to sound Prine ples "of 
education. The practical applications of these principles 
would be determined by each teacher according to the cir- 
cumstances of his or her teaching environment. This ap- 
proach de-emphasized methodology, which had been a Nga is 
Mary concern at the Normal Schools. 

Its success was directly related to the length 
of time spent in the scholarly and systematic pursuit 
of knowledge at the University. LaZerte, throughout his 
career, was convinced that a university environment was 
‘essential for the successful training of an enlightened 
teaching force. In Alberta, however, teacher training 
had been firmly established in the Normal Schools. The 
Department of Education had been the dominant force in- 
volved in the selection of teaching personnel, the curricu- 
lum, the methodology of teaching, and the conditions of 
certification. From this perspective it is ay Perens to 
imagine how LaZerte was able to overcome the power of 
tradition and to convince effectively the people of Alberta 


of the increased benefits of university education for teachers. 
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The A.T.A., under the forceful leadership of 
John Barnett, was undoubtedly LaZerte's greatest ally in 
his resolve to improve education. The Alliance, during 
its early years, was vocal in its demands for professional 
status for teachers, and its insistence on University 
involvement in teacher education lent support to LaZerte's 
objectives. Throughout the 1920's, A.T.A. resolutions 
and articles regularly appeared, admonishing the Depart- 
ment of Education and the University of Alberta to pro- 
vide a Faculty of Education on the campus. The persis-— 
tence of the teachers' organization resulted in the first 
step in teacher education at the University, when the 
University opened a School of Education for candidates 
already possessing a university degree. The venture was 
under the scrutiny of the Liaison Committee representing 
both the Department and the University. 

The new School of Education did not immediately 
make a deep impact on the teaching force of the province. 
The high standard of admission and difficult course of 
instruction produced highly trained teachers; however, 
the number of graduates was small in the overall pro- 
gramme of teacher education in the province. LazZerte 
and his colleagues at the School of Educa sicher producing 
competent teachers who were facing discriminatory restric-— 
tions due to established Government policy. Not only was 


the length of university a sacrifice in time and money for 
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teachers, but the graduates were restricted to teaching 
above grade six level, whereas graduates from Normal 
School could enjoy the benefits of a short period of 
training, small investment of money (often obtained 
through loans for Normal School students), and oppor- 
tunity to teach in any grades of the schools. This situ- 
ation gave rise to a division in GSSpOnRSi bility Lox, 
training teachers between the University and the Normal 
Schools. 

The second stage in university preparation of 
teachers began with the policy that after 1937, the Normal 
School training would no longer prepare a student to 
teach in the high schools of the province. The expected 
upsurge in attendance at the School of Education did not, 
however, materialize and the high schools of the province 
faced an acute shortage of teachers. Thus, Normal School 
graduates continued eae high school even though they 
were prepared only for the elementary and intermediate 
grades. 


Certificates and Diplomas Issued by the School 
of Education and the Provincial Normal Schools 





1937 519AT 
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fron. the sConvocation -Programmes.,» U..,O£ Aen 1937-1941... 
**From George Mann, "Alberta's Normal schools, 1905-1945 ,." 
MeBGnetnesis, 196), Table LXXIT; P. 263. 
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Probably the static: enrolment in the School of 
RavcatLonewasijmat) Least) in part, a direct result of its 
very structure. In order to meet the quota of required 
high school teachers it became apparent that a faculty 
Organization was required to replace the existing School. 
From the documents available, it can be determined that 
the A.T.A. renewed its lobbying for a Faculty. The 
Significant change under such a programme would be in the 
entrance requirements. LaZerte had maintained that en- 
trance requirements for the proposed Faculty should be the 
same as those for the other faculties. Such an arrange- 
ment would provide the opportunity for prospective teachers 
to begin their preparation after completion of the matricu- 
lation requirements. The A.T.A. Submission of 1938 was 
not, however, accepted, but in 1940, the status of the School 
of Education was changed to that of a College. The change 
‘enabled students to register in Education in their first 
year at University. 

The College of Education may have appeared to be 
the final stage in the evolution of teacher preparation 
at the University, certainly Colleges of Education were 
very popular in the United States. The unfortunate inci- 
dent of 1941, when Premier Aberhart was aero an honour- 
ary degree at the University, was, however, a critical 
event in the history of teacher education at the University. 


The resulting Survey Committee recommendation for the 
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establishment of a Faculty was accepted by the Univer- 
Sity and LaZerte was appointed the first Dean. 

Although Education at the University had thus 
become an independent Faculty, teacher training was still 
being given in the Normal Schools of Edmonton and Calgary. 
From the University Survey Committee and the Post-War 
Reconstruction Committee a most crucial proposal emerged: 
that all teacher training be integrated under the Faculty 
of Education at the University. This idea had long been 
LaZerte's objective and he was the central figure in the 
negotiations to see the project successfully to its con- 
clusion. In the summer of 1944, a trial run was under-~ 
taken and in the fall of 1945, teacher education was per- 
manently established under the direction of the Faculty 
of Education. 

The evolution of teacher education at the Uni- 
versity was a slow process wrought with difficult decisions 
aes often with heated opposition. The integration scheme 
would not have been possible without the understanding 
and cooperation of three men. Dr. LaZerte, who represented 
the University; Barnett, who represented the A.T.A. and 
Newland, who represented the Department of Education, were 
able to formulate an acceptable platform from which to 
launch the Faculty of Education. Opposition from within 
the University, the Department of Education and the Normal 
Schools had to be overcome. The scheme would not have been 


possible had not the various factions overlooked self- 
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interests and concentrated on the ultimate goal of en- 
hancing the status of the teaching profession. LaZerte 
was willing to stake his reputation and popularity on 

the principle of university education for all teachers. 

To justify the confidence shown in his ability by the 
Department of Education, he piloted the Faculty of Educa- 
tion through the difficult years following integration, 
leaving behind a sound organization located at the Univer- 
Sity of Alberta with a branch located in Calgary. 

The mark of LaZerte is evident at the University 
of Alberta today. A tremendous expansion of educational 
research is evident in the graduate programmes, which 
include M.Ed. and Ph.D. degrees. Teachers now require 
a minimum of three years at ae University before being 
certified to teach, and teachers are gradually becoming 
accepted as a professional group. Without LaZerte's 
-contributions, all these changes may not have been pos- 
Sible and certainly would not have been realized when 


they were. 
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VI PERSONAL INTERVIEWS 


Dr. M.E. LaZerte. Edmonton, Alberta, February 15, 1971. 
Pebrusty 15 197 2\, 
ADEL Ss, 19 72% 
ApeiIe 0 3 1972 5 
June 21, 1972. 
Dr. B.E. Walker, Edmonton, Alberta, July 19, 1972. 
Dr. J.W, Chalmers, Edmonton, Alberta, August 7, 1972. 
Vda MISCELLANEOUS 
University of Alberta Records, University of Alberta 
Archives, Edmonton, Alberta. 
Board of Governors' Reports. 
Calendars, University of Alberta, 1924-1945. 
Convocation Programmes, 1924-1945, 
Evergreen and Gold, Student Yearbook, 1924-1945. 
Gateway, Student Newspaper, 1928-1950. 
Senate Minutes, Books 0-5, 1908-1944. 


Minutes of the Faculty of Education. 


Premiers' Papers, Provincial Museum and Archives, Edmonton 
Alberta. 


File 1-500-12. Normal Schools. 


1-500-14. Alberta Teachers' Alliance. 


Edmonton Public School Board Publications 


Superintendent's Bulletin, Volume XV, No. 6, October, 
Spe Os 


Programme for the opening of M.E. LaZerte Composite 
High School, November 27, 1970. 
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APPENDIX A 


EDUCATION SOCIETY OF EDMONTON 


Bamonton, Alberta 


Vamnuary 20, L926 


Dee rao: 

The Education Society of Edmonton is a group of 
experienced educationists who believe in progressive 
educational policies, and who advocate, amongst other mea- 
sures of reform, the establishment of a Faculty AETEAT 
cation at the University of Alberta with a minimum five- 
years' course for graduate teachers. Such a course 
will comprise the academic subjects Heading co the B.A. 
degree, together with the professional Ereaeningd awit claws lia 
be taken during the last three years of the course. 

It is imperative that the modern teacher should 
know his business thoroughly. Our rural schools require 
a better type of organization; our town and city schools 
are expanding rapidly; and as the industrial resources 
of our province are developed, still further demands will 
be made upon our educational system. This increasingly 
complex organization will require more supervision by 
educational experts; and since our University is equipped 
to give an advanced type of teacher training, of a, kind 
which cannot adequately be done elsewhere, we consider 
that the time is now opportune for placing education 


among the major learned professions, by establishing a 
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Faculty of Education -at ethe University of Alberta. 

The advantages of this advanced type of teacher 
training are, as we view the matter, the following: 

(1) There will be greater efficiency in teaching 
because of the longer Period ofetraini ng. five-years' 
course would be a minimum requirement for a graduate 
beccher., 

(2) The University-trained teacher will become 
familiar with research methods, and will be enabled to 
abstract and isolate the particular difficulties which 
confront his pupils in the various subjects of the 
Curriculum. He will be a trained Specialist, competent 
to diagnose learning difficulties, and to devise ele) Shere ie 
Pelatesremedial procedures. He will be trained tO -Ob= 
serve how children do learn, and to find out why they do 
not when they fail. 

(3) This proposed course of training will supply 
the need in the larger rural schools and in town schools, 
for teachers who are adequately equipped to assume the 
responsibility of directing and Supervising the work of 
teachers under their charge. Many of our towns are look- 
ing for principals who are trained in the technique of 
Supervision. 

On this important subject we should be glad to have 
the privilege of addresssing further communications to 


you. In the meantime, we invite you to consider the question 
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On its merits, trusting that you will. use your influence 
with us in urging upon the Government and Legislature 
the desirability of establishing at our Provincial Uni- 
versity a five-year professional training course for 
graduate teachers. 

Respectfully yours, 

The Education Society of Edmonton 


A.E. Rosborough, President 
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APPENDIX B 


DEMONSTRATORS WHO ASSISTED AT THE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 


P08 Si: 

Ross Stanley Sheppard Mathematics 
Harold Eaid Tanner Science 
John George Niddrie Classics 
James Alexander Younie Science 
Harold Russel Leaver English 
Cedric Oliver Hicks Mathematics 
Delbert Llewelyn Shortcliffe Modern Languages 
Kathleen Teskey Mathematics 
Elmer Lavinius Luck English 
Mary Roberta Crawford History 

oS LO 32 


‘Three additional demonstrators 


Ernest Elmer Hyde History 

Henry John Towerton Physics and Chemistry 
Robert Wesley Hedley Special Lecturer in Art 
932-1953 


Maimie Shaw Simpson replaced Elmer Luck as demonstrator 


in English. 


f9So—1934 


Three demonstrators were added. 



















XTQHITIA 
ui 


MOTTADNGY FTO \looOKoD2 Bar’ TA Care raga OnW anonARTenon te 


busagesde votnade as i 


a ae roans? bist Blows ; 


Le 


— 7 oe > < a an ; 
itHSiu eprose aol 
ean cau 


yi oe siapoy rebnexolA eomat > 7 


x avead teeeun, bios a 


Tre 
2 


, i 
Bxo rh revi lO on (ia eo . me 
7 


7 


nel nxebok ‘sitifossons aylewold txadtoa 


_ 


tsmsnteam ; . '¥2 aaieot new tdyex a - 
: ae 
ol aut intved som 


Sy t 


rH brolws3zD siredomt al 
rae seet~feer 
nomeb Is 1oit bbs ogtat >) : 


H 3 bye tamia te 


mi terytoeT Intosee | yalbea yoresw sredoa 
yeu 


= 


“s 
se 


eed-ste 






. ; ee 
 wotexrtenomeb es Aswl: wena ‘boos! [gst aoe ymia 
: ; i _ _ 7 


208 


Miriam Bowman Arench and Are 
Edith Forester English 
Lillian Munro History 
893421935 


Same fifteen demonstrators. 


193521936 


Another addition. 


Matthew John Hilton Geography 
09.36 519.3.7 

Additions 

Roland Vivien Clark Chemistry 
Duncan Rudolf Innes History 
George William Robertson Mathematics 


1937-1938, 1938-1939, 1939-1940 lists of demonstrators 


not available. 
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ADPENDEX. C 


BOARD OF TEACHER EDUCATION AND CERTIFICATION APPOINTED 


Edmonton, Thursday, January 4, 1945 

His Honour the Lieutenant Governor, by and with the 
advice of the Executive Council, has been pleased to or- 
der (pursuant to the provisions of section 7 of the Depart-— 
ment of Education Act, being Chapter ]0 of the Revised 
Statutes of Alberta, 1942); 

1. (a) That there be appointed a Board of Teacher 
Education and Certification, consisting of thirteen 
members, of whom five shall represent the Department of 
Education, five shall represent the University of Alberta, 
and three shall represent the Alberta Teachers' Association. 

(b) That the said five representatives of the 
Department of Education, shall be the Supervisor of Schools 
and the Chief Inspector of Schools, together with three 
other members of the Department's staff, appointed by the 
Minister of Education. 

(c) That the said five representatives of the 
University of Alberta, shall be the Dean of the Faculty. Ob 
Education and the Assistant Dean of the Paculty or Other 
Supervisory Head of the Teacher-Training Department in the 
University of Alberta, at Calgary, together with three 
representatives of the University of Alberta, appointed 
by the University. 


(d) That the said three representatives of the 
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Alberta Teachers' Association, shall be the President of 
the said Association and the General Secretary-Treasurer 
of the said Association, together with one member of the 
said Association, appointed to the Board by the Minister 
Oreroucatiton’ 

2. That it shall be the duty of the Board and that 
the Board shall have the power,- 

(a) To prepare for recommendation to the Minister 
a programme for the training of teachers in the Province 
of Alberta; to outline the general Principles witch shall 
govern such programme; and to specify the end results re- 
quired from such programme. 

(b) To consider and review, both as a whole and 
in any or all of its phases, the detailed instructional 
programme for the undergraduate training of all teachers 
in the Faculty of Education of the UNLVereity Of Alberta 
at Edmonton and/or Calgary, including the subject-matter 
of all courses of instruction; and to report and recommend 
thereon to the Minister of Education. 

(c) To receive and consider recommendations of 
the Faculty of Education Council reldting tote sald 
instructional programme. 

(d) To make recommendations to the Faculty of 
Education Council respecting the graduate Eraaning Oa 
teachers. 

(e) To require each year, at the time when the 


annual estimates of expenditure for the University are 
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prepared, that the Dean of the Faculty of Education sub- 
mit to the Board a copy of the estimates for the ensuing 
year which cover proposed expenditures in the said Faculty 
for staff salaries, operation of plant, equipment and 
libraries; and to consider and review such estimates, and 
report and recommend thereon to the President of the 
University; 

(£) To lay before the President of the Univer- 
sity proposals for staffing adequately the Faculty of 
Education at the University of Alberta, both at Edmonton 
and Calgary; and to recommend to the President from time 
to time persons suitable for appointment to the staff 
of the said Faculty of Education at Edmonton and at Calgary. 

(g) To determine for recommendation to the 
Minister of Education the types of certification of 
Alberta teachers; to fix for recommendation to the Minis- 
-ter the requirements for each and every class of type of 
Alberta Teacher's certificate; and to recommend for certi- 
fication to the Minister all persons whose training and 
qualifications meet such requirements. 

(h) To evaluate and appraise the professional 
qualifications and standing of all teachers seeking Alberta 
certificates whose diplomas or certificates were not ob- 
tained ne and to report thereon to the Minister 
of Education. 


(1) To devise and prepare for recommendation to 
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the Minister of Education all regulations governing the 
certification of teachers in Alberta. 

(j) To advise the Minister of Education in all 
cases involving suspension or cancellation of a teacher's 
certificate; and in all cases where interpretation or 
application of the regulations governing certification is 
under dispute; and in all matters relating to the pro- 
fessional education of teachers, or touching the prestige 
and welfare of the teaching profession. 

3. That it shall be the duty of the Board to meet 
at least twice each year, and as often as the Board may 
find necessary. 

4, That seven members of the Board shall constitute 
a quorum, of which number two at least shall be representa- 
tives of the Department of Education, two at least repre- 
sentatives of the University, and one at least a representa- 
-tive of the Alberta Teachers' Association. 

5. That members of the Board not residing in Edmon- 
ton shall be entitled to reimbursement for travelling and 
subsistence expenses incurred through attendance at meet~- 


ings of the Board. 
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FACULTY OF EDUCATION, 


Dunlop 
Fisher 
Gilles 
Haverstock 
Lord 


Macgregor 
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McDougall 
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A.W.E. Eriksson 
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J.C. Jonason 
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G, Twomey 
T.G. Finn 
Mol. Grant 
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1945-46 


Taken from the Board of Governors' Report for the year 


1944-1945, 
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APPENDIC  E 


MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 


(As concluded between the Minister of Education and the 
Governors of the University of Alberta.) 

WHEREAS by virtue of Section 7 Subsection (d) of 
the Department of Education Act being Chapter 10 of the 
Revised Statutes of Alberta, 1942, the Minister of Edu- 
cation with the approval of the Lieutenant Governor- 
in-Council shall have power to make provision for the 
training of teachers and 

WHEREAS the Provincial Legislature under the pro- 
visions of the Appropriation Acts makes an annual grant 
to the University of Alberta; 

NOW THEREFORE the Minister of Education of Alberta 
and the Governors of the University of Alberta agree 
as follows: 

Peeoubjyect. to the Minister's control. of policy for 
the training of teachers, the Governors of the said Uni- 
versity shall provide in the Faculty of Education of the 
said University for such programmes and courses of in- 
struction and training for teachers as may be required 
by the Minister and agreed to by the Governors for the 
certification of teachers in the a leieues eee ee 
and high-school grades of Alberta schools. 

2. The said programmes and courses of instruction 


and training for teachers shall not come into effect until 


BES . . 
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they are approved by the Lieutenant-Governor-in-Council 
on report of the Minister of Education. 

3. By arrangement between the Minister of Education 
and the President of the University, the work done in 
the Faculty,.of Education; of «the University) ‘and)<in’'the 
observation and practice schools in connection there- 
with, shall be open at any time to visitation and inspec- 
tion by an inspector of schools, or such other person or | 
persons aS may be designated for that purpose by the Minis- 
eer, 

4. The certificates from the Department of Education 
Shall be awarded by the Minister to teachers-in-training 
Creeiceracnleyvlior Education upon the report of the Dean 
OFrSthesraculty of Education and of the Board of Teacher 
HoOuUGcaAL LO. 

5. Principals of the Edmonton Normal School and of 
_the Calgary Normal School, and the instructional, library 
and office staffs of the said Normal Schools, shall be 
employed by the Governors of the University as members 
of the staff of the Faculty of Education, and moreover on 
the following terms and conditions: 

(1) There shall be guaranteed to each of them re- 
spectively his present salary in respect of 
amount, rate and place on the schedule of 
Salaries now paid to them, which is hereunto 
annexed as "Schedule A" without any intermission 
or abatement whatsoever, together with such 
further increments of salary as are provided in 


the said schedule. 


(ii) The status, rights and accrued benefits now 
enjoyed by each of them, respectively, under 
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the provisions of the Superannuation Act, being 
Chapter 35 of the revised Statutes of Alberta, 
1942, shall in no way be disturbed or affected 
by the transfer of their services from the Nor- 
mal’ Schools to the’ Faculty. of Education’ ‘of: the 
University, and to each of them, respectively, 
shall be guaranteed such further rights and 
benefits as may accrue to him under the provi~ 
sions of the said Act. 

6. The Minister of Education shall *llace) at«the 
disposal of the Governors of the University such buildings, 
plants, equipment and other physical assets as are now 
used by the Normal Schools and the Department of Edu- 
cation's Summer School for Teachers, on such terms 
and conditions as may be agreed upon between the Minister 
of Education, the Minister of Public Works and the 
Governors of the University. 

7. This Agreement shall remain in force from year 
to year, subject to cancellation by notice in writing from 


either party to the other at least one year before the 


cancellation is to become effective. 


DATED at Edmonton this day of November, 1944. 





(Signed) 


The Minister of Education 
for Alberta 


The Governors of the University 


OPTS ae GEST ee Pere 
Witness (Signed of Alberta 


Witness (Signed) Chairman 
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APPENDIX F 
STAFF PROJECTS IN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 

The following is a summary of what has been accom- 
plished to date: 

(1) A remedial reading programme under the direc- 
tion of Miss Newton is in progress in a rural school, 
where such assistance was urgently needed. 

(2) The latest revision of the Elementary Pro- 
gramme of Studies Suggests that parallel activities in 
Science may be carried on in schools when difficulty is 
encountered in introducing sufficient science work into 
the main enterprise that the pupils are developing. 
Assistance in conducting such a parallel activity in 
science in a rural school has been given by Mr. H.A. 
MacGregor and by the Geology Department of the Univer- 
sity of Alberta. 

(3) A suggested timetable, to meet the needs of 
rural schools, in the light of recent changes in the ele- 
mentary programme, has been prepared by Mr. G.K. Haver- 
stock for trial and adaptation in several rural schools. 

(4) Miss E.A. Hastie is assisting an inexperienced 
teacher in a rural school with the planning and developing 
of a health enterprise. | 

(5) An English survey has been started by Mr. H.T. 
Coutts and a committee of senior Education students in 
a five-room high school in the division. A remedial 


programme, based on findings of this survey, will be 
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undertaken during the spring term. 

(6) Two guidance clinics under the direction of 
Dr. H.E. Smith are under way at the present time, one 
in the senior room of a two-room rural SCHOOL, and ene 
in a three-room high school. Committees ef senior edu- 
cation students are assisting Dr. Smith. The Director 
of Guidance of the Department of Education, Mr. A.A. 
Aldridge, is also associated with the work of these 
guidance clinics. 

7. Special assistance has been given by other in- 
structors in the fields of teaching English, music, phys- 
ical education and social studies when these instructors 


paid informal visits to various schools in the division. 
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